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World Evangelization by AD2000
—Is It Possible?

~—by Ralph Winter

nyone seriously investigat-
ing the mission scene today
confronts two apparently
conflicting impressions. On
the one hand, a straggling
band of underpaid, overworked,
independent-minded missionaries
over the past one hundred years
with the help of God opened 85
percent of the schools of Africa, es-
tablished 600 hospitals in India,
produced the largest women'’s uni-
versity in the world—and more.

They’ve brought Christ into vir-
tually every country of the world.
Today, for example, in most na-
tions of Africa and Asia, there are
at least one million evangelical
Christians, and about a thousand
new churches open their doors
each week. What a fantastic
achievement!

On the other hand, the unfin-
ished task looks mammoth. About
half of all non-Christians can
never hear the gospel—even if cur-
rent mission efforts keep expand-
ing.

Most of these non-Christians
are Hindu, Muslim, or Chinese.
Virtually no churches exist in their
culture. They are hidden and un-
reached. Pioneer missionaries
must be sent to reach them.

The situation isn’t impossible.
With today’s abundant Christian

resources, including more than
600 million active Christians
worldwide, we can reap a harvest
if we focus our prayers and dedi-
cation on the unfinished task.

The true tragedy today is that
most of the world’s non-
Christians remain buried out of
sight while devout but unaware
Christians are concentrating their
efforts on those who are already
rescued.

This is partly understandable.
In any rescue operation, as more
and more victims are pulled out,
there is an increasing need to care
for those victims—medical aid,
food, treatment for shock and so
on. The cries of those who have
been rescued are more apparent
than the voices of still-buried vic-
tims.

As a result, the preponderance
of rescue workers can become in-
volved caring for those already
rescued even though the majority
of the population remains bur-
ied—with time running out.

Today 90% of about 150,000
Protestant missionaries serve 1)
the existing churches, 2) the
newly founded churches, and 3)
the pcople within cultures where
the gospel has already pene-
trated.

By comparison, there are very
few "national” full-time Christian
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workers among the unreached
peoples; and only one of every 171
full-time workers is trying to reach
them. The “visibly” needy have
gained most of the attention.

African leader Gottfried Osei-
Mensah, former executive direc-
tor of the Lausanne Committee on
World Evangelization, has made
an electrifyingly simple proposal:
Let every 1,000 evangelical believ-
ers in the world today select and
support one additional missionary
couple from their midst and send
that couple to one of the 3,000
clusters of unreached people
groups ( perhaps 12,000 minipeo-
ples total). .

This proposal would swell the
present number of missionaries by
over six times. For the first time in
history, three of every five full-
time Christian workers would be
tending the flocks and reaching
out locally and two would be
going to unreached peoples.Two
of five is far better than one of 171!

The rallying cry of the student
Haystack Prayer Meeting in 1805
echoes down the corridors of his-
tory: “We can do it if we will!”
This was no humanistic aspiration.
It was not a presumptuous out-
burst of exuberant youth. Those
students gave a sober, obedient re-
sponse to the Great Commission.

Ed Hill, a black California pas-
tor, fairly screamed at the 2,700
Lausanne participants: “I don't
care if we need a million mission-
aries. Let’s send them! I don’t care
if every pastor in the world has to
leave his pastorate six months out
of the year. Let’s get the job done.”

Believer, stop and think.

Never before has the Great
Commission been known by thou-
sands of dedicated, articulate
spokesmen from Africa, from
Asia, from the Middle East—fruits
of the modern missionary move-
ment.

Never before have we known so
much about the task~—precisely
how much is left to be done.

Never before have we had such
great evangelical resources in al-
most every country of the world.

Never before have we had so
much knowledge and awareness
of the challenge of 860 million
Muslim people.

Never before have we had so
detailed an account of the remain-
ing task in the Hindu worid as
Donald McGavran’s Ethnic Reali-
ties and the Church: Lessons from
India.

Never before have we had so
many Chinese so organized and
motivated to reach that great fam-
ily of mankind.

Never before have we had as
strong an emphasis on the tribal
peoples as is afforded today by
Wycliffe Bible Translators, the
Regions Beyond Missionary
Union, Gospel Recordings and
many other missions reaching out
with anthropological and
linguistic sophistication.

The pie chart shows that the
gospel has penetrated significantly
into Asia and Africa as well as the
countries of the Western world.
What if the resources of the evan-
gelical world were also made
available to all the unreached



Ralph Winter 3

The Globe At A Glance

(1992 data)

Other Western: Europe, Latin America,
New Zealand, Australia
HIRY million people, RS0 peoples

USA & Canada: A st ;e % e ? Other Asians:
286 million peop! 2 S b 315 anllion people
6 peoples il nple RS SERE Y 600 peoples

Other Africans:

Buddhist: e \, SR i e K2 1 185 million people
333 million people 3 T g 2 e & o &y 2515 2540 peoples
1020 peoples g gy cople.,

900 unteached peoples
250 million people

tnn Chinese:

1122 million people Muslims:

3200 peoples 994 million people
4000 peoples
les
7S million
mople
185 millian people
Hindus:
74'l‘n:.itliun people 6000 peorles
3300 peoples
I'ruc Christinns available ns a workforee
through discipleship and equiping.
Putely “noininal Christians™ needing
rencwal and reevangelism.
5
Nou-Cliristians making no confessi
- but living within reached groups.
Non-Christians liviog within unreached people
groups iequiring cross-cultural evangelism
peoples? Surely the gospel would the goal must be “a church for
penetrate, for that is its power. every people by the year 2000.”
We must put the gospel into Jesus said, “This gospel must
every tribe, culture, and nation by first be preached among all peo-
the year 2000. We must go all out ples, and then shall the end come”
simply out of obedience to the (Mark 13:10/Matthew 24:14). 4+

possible. Thus for our generation
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Out of the darkness it thundered down
the mountain, engulfing a town. Within
seconds, scarcely a street or rooftop could
be seen.

No sooner had the last rumble of shift-
ing earth subsided than thousands of peo-
ple bearing lanterns and shovels began ar-
riving from neighboring villages. Digging
frantically through the night, they res-
cued hundreds of survivors buried alive in
their homes. One group of men, digging
their way into the mayor’s office, retricved
a block-by-black list of citizens of the
towon, making it possible to account for all
the missing.

By sunrise coery name had been
checked. Survivors were moved to neigh-
boring towns; victims were taken for bu-
rial. Bone-weary rescuers straggled home.

Then it happened.

Someone double-checked the mayor’s
file. To his horror, he founded an over-
looked sheet. A dozen more families were
stil missing!

“Come back! Come back!” he called
desperately, but the rescuers had lost Hieir
momentum. By the time he rallied them,
it was too lute.

Missions stand in equal danger of los-
ing momentum. Young but established
churches and seminaries grow increas-
ingly independent of missionary help. Na-
tional pastors are trained. The Scriptures
have been translated. More and nore niis-
sionaries (and their missions) incvitably
ask: “What else is there for us for do?
Shouldn’t we just go home?”

But the job isn't finished. Thousands of
peoples are “buried”"—hidden from onr
eyes—and from the gospel. We dare not
lose momentum before they are reached.

Over the past years Dr. Ralph Winter,
formerly a missionary and then a profis-
sor of missions, has received a burden
from God—the burden to identify all the
“buried” peoples of the world before the
rescue workers start going home,
~-Don Richardson, author of Peace Child,

Regions Beyond Missionary Union

;’- Some other booklets in the USCWM Series:

| ® A Church in Every Deople-—Donald McGavran

| ® Crucial Issues in Missions—Ralph D. Winter

] ° A Giant Step In Christian Mission —Donald McGavran

! * The Two Structures of God’s Redemptive Mission—Ralph Winter
| * Commitment to a Wartime Lifestyle—Ralph D. Winter

| * The Amazing Countdown Facts—UISCWM Mobilization Division
} * Catch the Vision—-USCWM Mobilization Division

| * William Carey’s Major Novelty—Ralph Winter

! * Four Men, Three Eras—Ralph Winter

I

To order copies of this or other mission booklets contact:
| William Carey Library
P.O. Box 40129
Pasadena CA 91104
1-800-MISSION

Copyright © 1996 by William Carey Library




