
A W O R L D V I E W O F M I S S I O N S

I t s e e m s e s s e n t i a l i n g e t t i n g a w o r l d w i d e p i c t u r e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n

m o v e m e n t fi r s t o f a l l t o t a k e n o t e o f i t s o v e r a l l p r o g r e s s t o d a t e ; s e c o n d l y ,

t o t r y t o a s s e s s w h a t s o m e o f i t s m a j o r p r o b l e m s a r e , a n d t h i r d l y , t o

e v a l u a t e i t s p r o s p e c t s — t h a t i s , w h a t i t i s t h a t m a y h a p p e n i n G o d ' s p r o v i ¬

d e n c e i f w e d o o u r p a r t a s h i s o b e d i e n t s e r v a n t s . T h i s i s a t h i - i l l i n g .

s o b e r i n g a n d c h a l l e n g i n g s i i b j e c t . A s v ; e l o o k i n t o s o m e o f t h e d e t a i l s v / e w i l l

n o t e t h a t p r o g r e s s h a s b e e n i n c r e d i b l e ; t h e p r o b l e m s a r e o n l y l a r g e , n o t i m i p o s s i b l e ;

a n d t h a t t h e p r o s p e c t s , i f w e w i l l b e t r u l y o b e d i e n t , a r e s t a g g e r i n g .

T H E P R O G R E S S O F C H R I S T I A N M I S S I O N S

A s t o r y f u l l o f l e s s o n s . V e r y f e w C n r i s t i a n b e l i e v e r s a r e e i t h e r t r a i n e d

o r b r o u g h t u p i n s u c h a w a y a s t o s e e a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n m i s ¬

s i o n r e a l l y i s a s i n g l e , c o n t i n u o u s , u n b r o k e n 4 , 0 0 0 - y e a r - o l d c a u s e a n d c o n c e r n

o f t h e l i v i n g G o d . I t i s s o l a r g e a p i c t u r e t h a t i t i s h a r d t o s e e i t a t a

s i n g l e g l a n c e . C h i l d r e n i n S u n d a y S c h o o l m a y p a i n f u l l y w o r k t h e i r w a y t h r o u g h

t h e B i b l e . T h e i r l e s s o n s g o t o o s l o w l y t o a l l o w t h e m t o s e e t h e w h o l e p i c t u r e .

E v e n s o , r a r e l y i s t h e B i b l e s t u d i e d f r o m t h e s p e c i fi c p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e

c o n t r i b u t i o n o f i t s e v e n t s t o a w o r l d w i d e C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n . S e m i n a r y

s t u d e n t s r e t u r n t o t h e B i b l e a n d p l u m b i t s d e p t h s h e r e a n d t h e r e , b u t m a y o r

m a y n o t b e m a d e c o n s c i o u s o f t h e s t e a d y m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h o u t i t s p a g e s o f t h e

c a u s e a n d c o n c e r n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n . W h i l e f e w S u n d a y S c h o o l s , e v e n

i n t h e a d u l t d e p a r t m e n t , v e n t u r e b e y o n d t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e B i b l e , m o s t

s t u d i e s o f C h u r c h h i s t o r y , s t a r t i n g a s t h e y u s u a l D . y d o w h e r e t h e B i b l e
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l e a v e s o f f , d o n o t c o n s c i o u s l y t e l l a s t o r y w h i c h i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n . T h u s

i t i s a rare evange l ica l today, even among those who are ser ious and wel l

educa ted , v /ho can see the ev iden t , c lea r, un fo ld ing ac t i v i t y ac ross 4 ,000

yea rs wh ich rep resen ts the unva ry ing pu rposes o f t he l i v i ng God , aChr i s t i an

m i s s i o n t o a l l m a n k i n d .

T h e s t o r y i s a c t u a l l y l o n g e r t h a n 4 , 0 0 0 y e a r s , b u t A b r a h a m i s t l i e fi r s t

person eibout whom we have any extensive evidence and who is very clearly

involved in deliberate migration for the purpose of establishing a m i s s i o n ¬

a r y n a t i o n . Once he a r r i ved in Pa les t i ne , . ^ i b raham's fi rs t t r i p i n to Egyp t

is descr ibed by the Bib le wi th bruta l honesty as we see h is shameful

behav ior wreck ing h is potent ia l tes t imony among the heathen. T h u s w e l e a r n

i n the ea r l y pages o f the B ib le tha t m iss ionar ies a re no t a lways pe r fec t

e v e n t h o u g h t h e i r l i v e s m a y b e b a s i c a l l y o b e d i e n t . I t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e a t

a la te r da te tha t the fa i th o f I s rae l d id make some mark in Egyp t . I s

I k n a t o n ' s m o n o t h e i s m a n e v i d e n c e o f t h a t ?

I n a n y c a s e , a s t h e p e o p l e o f I s r a e l a r e b e i n g r e c o n s t i t u t e d a n a t i o n

f o l l o w i n g c a p t i v i t y i n E g y p t , i t i s c e r t a i n l y c l e a r t h a t t h e i r m i s s i o n a r y

s t a t u s i s f u n d a m e n t a l t o t h e i r c a l l i n g . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y , t h o u g h , t h e

c o n c e r n o f t h e c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l f o r t h e i r o v m s u r v i v a l l o o m s l a r g e r t h a n

t h e i r a w - a r e n e s s o f t h e i r m i s s i o n a r y o b l i g a t i o n , a n d i t i s n o t u n t i l t h e y a r e

i n c a p t i v i t y a s e c o n d t i m e t h a t t h e i r n a t i o n a l p u r p o s e i s r e f o c u s e d . L o o k i n g

back to the i r land f rom Baby lon as par t o f the d ispers ion , they faced aga in

t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f r e e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r n a t i o n i n t e r n a l l y

a n d t h e f u l fi l l m e n t o f t h e i r m i s s i o n a r y o b l i g a t i o n e x t e r n a l l y . T h i s i s

a l w a y s t h e t e n s i o n f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l C h r i s t i a n , t h e l o c a l c h u r c h a n d e v e n

p o l i t i c a l s t a t e s : w h i c h i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t , o u r s u r v i v a l a n d t h e s u r v i v a l

o f o u r n a t i o n o r o u r s e r v i c e t o o t h e r p e o p l e a n d o t h e r n a t i o n s ?
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B y N e w Te s t a m e n t t i m e s w e s e e t h e s e c h i l d r e n o f A b r a h a m ' s f a i t h s u b j e c t

t o R o m a n p o w e r a n d t h i s t i m e c a p t i v e i n t h e i r o w n l a n d . S h o r t l y ( i n 7 0 A . D . )

t h e y a r e v i r t u a l l y o b l i t e r a t e d a s a n a t i o n s t a t e u n t i l , t h e . c r e a t i o n o f

J u s t b e f o r e t h i s fi n a l c a t a s t r o p h e w h e n t h e R o m a nI s r a e l i n m o d e r n t i m e s .

e m p e r o r T i t u s d e s t r o y e d I s r a e l , G o d h a d s e n t h i s o w n S o n t o w o o t h e m , t o

W o u l d t h e y d e m a n d a m e s s i a h w h ow i n t h e m , a n d t o w a r n t h e m o n e fi n a l t i m e .

w o u l d f r e e t h e m p o l i t i c a l l y , o r w o u l d t h e y a c c e p t a m e s s i a h w h o w o u l d m a k e

T h i s c h o i c e w a s s y m b o l i z e d b y t h et h e m w i l l i n g s e r v a n t s t o a l l t h e n a t i o n s ?

c h o i c e P i l a t e o f f e r e d t h e m b e t w e e n B a r a b b a s a n d J e s u s . T h e y c h o s e B a r a b b a s .

B u t t h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n w a s c o m m i t t e d t o a s m a l l g r o u p o f b e l i e v e r s w h o

a c c e p t e d i t a n d t r e a s u r e d i t a n d l i v e d i t o r t h e v e r y d o c u m e n t s o f t h e

N e w T e s t a m e n t w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n p r o d u c e d a n d p r e s e r v e d .

L o o k i n g b a c k , w e c a n s e e c l e a r l y t h a t t h e A b r a h a m i c c o v e n a n t w a s i n

I t s t a t e s ( G e n . 1 2 : 2 , 3 ) t h a t a l l t h e f a m i l i e se f f e c t t h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n .

o f t h e e a r t h w e r e t o b e b l e s s e d , a n d t h a t I s r a e l w a s t o b e b l e s s e d n o t o n l y

b e c a u s e G o d l o v e d h e r b u t b e c a u s e H i s b l e s s i n g w a s t o b e a m e a n s f o r h e r t o

W e a g a i n s e e t h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n i n E x o . 1 9 : 4 - 6 w h i c h c l a r i -b l e s s o t h e r s .

fi e s t h e f a c t t h a t t h i s n a t i o n w a s t o b e a n a t i o n o f p r i e s t s m e d i a t i n g b e t w e e n

G o d a n d " a l l t h e e a r t h " . W e a g a i n s e e t h e G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n i n I s a . 4 9 : 6

w h e r e G o d d o e s i n d e e d p r o m i s e t h e r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e n a t i o n b u t c l e a r l y

m a k e s t h a t b l e s s i n g s e c o n d a r y t o H i s p u r p o s e s f o r t h e m a s a m i s s i o n a r y
J

/n a t i o n . i - -

O n c e a g a i n w e s e e t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n t h e i r o v m n a t i o n a l s u r v i v a l a n d

t h e i r s e r v i c e t o o t h e r n a t i o n s . I t i s a s t h o u g . i G o d i s a l w a y s s u g g e s t i n g .

b o t h t o i n d i v i d u a l s a n d n a t i o n s , t h a t i f t h e y s e e k t o s a v e t h e i r l i v e s t h e y

w i l l l o s e t h e m . T h i s a p p l i e s e q u a l l y t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a , t o

t h e e t h n i c C h i n e s e o f o u r w o r l d , t o w e a l t h y p e o p l e a s a c l a s s , a n d e v e n t o
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poor families for whom survival may be avery pressing problem,

one who will lose his life for Christ's sake and the gospel v;ill find it.

The New Testament thus portrays the Jewish people as a,, nation that chose to

seek survival more than to reach out in missions, and as aresult God had

t o s e t i t a s i d e .

O n l y t h e

T h e s a m e a p p l i e s t o a n y o t h e r n a t i o n ,

raise up from the inert stones of the Gentile world children of Abraham's

faith and once more it was only aremnant of the Jews and aremnant of the

G o d c o u l d a n d d i d

G e n t i l e s t h a t c a r r i e d G o d ' s c o n c e r n s f o r w a r d .

I n p a s s i n g , h o w e v e r, i t i s a n i m p o r t a n t c o r r e c t i v e t o u s t o r e a l i z e

that these were Jewish people at the t ime of Chr ist who w e r e , a s a m a t t e r

o f f a c t , f a i r l y a c t i v e i n m i s s i o n s . Even Jesus re fers to the miss ionary

a c t i v i t y o f t h e P h a r i s e e s w h o w o u l d t raverse land and sea to make as ing le

p r o s e l y t e . J e w s t o d a y s h o w n o s u c h t e n d e n c i e s t o c o n v e r t G e n t i l e s i n t o

Jews will tell you their present attitude is asurvival technique

lest they offend the people w^ithin whose nations they live as ami.nority.

B u t t h e r e i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e b o d y o f e v i d e n c e t h a t p r i o r t o C h r i s t , t h e

Phar i sees engaged in ex tens i ve m iss iona ry ac t i v i t y,

f a i l u r e w a s n o t t h a t t h e y f a i l e d t o s e n d m i s s i o n a r i e s .

J e w s .

A s J e s u s s a w i t , t h e i r

T h e p r o b l e m w a s t h a t

t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s t h e y s e n t i m p o s e d a l e g a l i s t i c g o s i ^ e l . T h e y f a i l e d t o

reca l l God 's concern fo r c i r cumc is ion o f the hear t and thus they d id no t

unders tand that to preach an outv ;ard conformi ty - - tha t is , to make

' p r o s e l y t e s " b y e m p h a s i z i n g m e r e e x t e r n a l c o n f o r m i t y — w a s b o t h t o l o s e t h e

f a i t h f o r t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h u s i n e v i t a b l y f a i l t o t r a n s m i t i t t o o t h e r s .

A s w e s e e i n J e r e m i a h 9 : 2 5 , 2 6 a n d i n R o m a n s 2 : 2 u , 2 9 , a n o u t w a r d c o n f o r m i t y

t o t h e l a w s a v e d n o o n e . W e t h e r e f o r e l e a r n t h a t s e n d i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s i s

n o t i n i t s e l f s u f fi c i e n t i f t h o s e m i s s i o n a r i e s t r a n s m i t a l e g a l i s t i c g o s p e l .

B u t t h e t r u e f a i t h d i d e x p a n d b y o n e m e t h o d o r a n o t h e r , e v e n b e f o r e C h r i s t .
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S o m e d e v o u t s o u l s l i k e C o r n e l i u s , s i m p l y a c c e p t e d t h e t r u e f a i t h o f

I s r a e l w i t h o u t y i e l d i n g t o t h e d e t a i l e d i n s t r u c t i o n s o f t h e P h a r i s a i c

I n f a c t , t h e r e w e r e i n m a n y o f t h e s y n a g o g u e s o f t h e J e w s

across the emp i re ag roup s i t t i ng in the back sea ts ca l led the devou t pe rsons

m i s s i o n a r i e s .

T h e s e w e r e t h o s e w i t h t h e r i g h t f a i t h b u t w h o h a d n o to r t h e G o d - f e a r e r s .

yielded to what the Pharisaic missionaries perceived as the right forms.

Paul perceived that these people femd not the proselytes who had merely

T h i s i n s i g h t .s w i t c h e d c u l t u r e s ) w e r e t h e t r u l y i n d i g e n o u s c o n v e r t s .

amplified by Paul's extravagant obedience in the fulfil lment of that vision,

provided the bridge for the first major transmission of the Gospel to anon-

From the Apos t le Pau l to the p resen t , the en t i re s to ry o f theJ e w i s h n a t i o n .

Gospel is in some ways avariation between two extremes of missionary

On the one hand as the fa i th penetrated- each new cul tura l t rad i t ione f f o r t .

i t tended to be indigenized to one extent or another and then became non-

t r a n s f e r a b l e t o t h e n e x t n a t i o n a p a r t f r o m a n e w r e - i n d i g e n i z a t i o n p r o c e s s .

The New Testament p la in ly te l ls us that there were both Jewish bel ievers and

T h e B i b l e w a r n s u s i n A c t s 2 1 t h a t t h e t w o g r o u p s o fG r e e k b e l i e v e r s .

be l i eve rs d id no t a lways unders tand and accep t the au then t i c i t y o f the o the rs .

Only the leaders—Paul , Barnabas and the e lders in Jerusa lem—unders tood that

t h e f a i t h c o u l d b e t h e s a m e d e s p i t e t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n o u t v ; a r d d r e s s .

T h u s , i n s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y w e s e e t h a t a l l t h e v a r i o u s f o r m s o f

C h r i s t i a n i t y b e a r c u l t u r a l t r a c e s o f t h e s o u r c e o f t h e i r f a i t h . T h u s t h e

Archb ishop o f York today wears ves tments tha t der ive f rom Greek Chr is t ian i ty

( v i a t h e C e l t i c c h u r c h ) w h i l e t h e A r c h b i s h o p o f C a n t e r b u r y ' s r o b e s d e r i v e

I n t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , t h e L a t i n f o r m s o f C h r i s t i a n i t yf r o m L a t i n C h r i s t i a n i t y .

w e r e c o n s i d e r a b l y m o d i fi e d b y t h e G e r m a n b e l i e v e r s w h o h a d b e e n g i v e n t h e

i m p r e s s i o n t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y o n l y s p o k e L a t i n . B u t t h e n t h e G e r m a n b e l i e v e r s —
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the Lutherans—have in some cases been very anxious about other nations

learning German or at least adopting the Augsburg Confession as their own.

Thus from the beginning there have always been various; kinds of

C h r i s t i a n i t y, v a r i o u s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f t r u e A b r a h a m i c f a i t h .

We note that the most common thing in missionary experience is for

the early converts to accept virtually unchanged the form of Christianity

brought by the missionary and then gradually to study the Bible for them¬

selves and eventual ly to undergo a

f a i t h a n d t r a d i t i o n t h r o u g h t h e i r

r e f o r m . a t i o n i n w h i c h t h e y r e b u i l t t h e i r

o w n B i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p s o a s t o b e ; ^ b l e

to derive afaith that is both true to the VJord of God and also sufficiently

indigenous so as to expand readily into the cultural and social realities

o f t h e i r c o n t e x t . W i t h p r o p e r c a u t i o n , i n d i g e n i z a t i o n a n d c o n t e x t u a l i z a t i o n

are processes that are not only desirable but essential for the greatest

i m p a c t o f t h e G o s p e l .

On the other hand, it is necessary to point out that apurely national

c h u r c h i s a h e r e s y . N o m a t t e r h o w i n d i g e n o u s a c h u r c h i s , i t m u s t r e t a i n

ex te rna l con tac t s bo th t o m in i s te r t o o the r Ch r i s t i ans and t o be m in i s te red

t o b y o t h e r k i n d s o f C h r i s t i a n s . T h i s i s o n e r e a s o n w h y a l l c h u r c h e s m u s t

s e n d m i s s i o n a r i e s . O n l y a s b e l i e v e r s c o n s t a n t l y s t r i v e t o c o m m u n i c a t e t h e i r

fa i th to o ther qu i te d i f fe ren t peop le can they be sure to unders tand even

f o r t h e m s e l v e s t h e e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t s o f t h e i r f a i t h . T h i s i m p o r t a n t f a c t

i s n o t w i d e l y u n d e r s t o o d . Thus we see that anon-miss ionary church very

eas i l y con fuses the t rue fa i t h ( t he essence o f t he Gospe l ) w i th i t s o w n

forms and t radi t ions and ways of doing th ings and thus loses the very

c a p a c i t y t o e v a n g e l i z e o r t o s e n d n o n - l e g a l i z i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s .

T h u s , f o r e x a m p l e , w h e n t h e e a r l y J e s u i t s p e n e t r a t e d t o P e k i n g , t h e y

w e r e v e r y l e n i e n t , p e r h a p s o v e r l y s o , a b o u t C h i n e s e c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s .
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They s tud ied and memor ized the Chinese c lass ica l wr i t ings . They dressed

l i k e C h i n e s e s c h o l a r s a n d a f fi r m e d t h e c u l t u r a l i n h e r i t a n c e o f t h e C h i n e s e ^

A t t h a t t i m e t h e y w e r e a y o u n g a n d fl e x i b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h e yp e o p l e .

s i m i l a r l y fl e x i b l e n o t o n l y i n C h i n a b u t a l s o i n I n d i a a n d i n J a p a nw e r e

s u c h t h a t M a t t e o R i c c i , R o b e r t o d e N o b i l i a n d A l e s s a n d r i Va l i g n a n o s t a n d

o u t i n t h e s e t h r e e c o u n t r i e s r e s p e c t i v e l y a s g r e a t e x a m p l e s o f m i s s i o n a r i e s

B u t v ? h e n t h e F r a n c i s c a n s a r r i v e dw h o t o o k t h e i n d i g e n o u s c u l t u r e s e r i o u s l y .

i n P e k i n g , t h e i r C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n h a d e x i s t e d f o r o v e r t h r e e h u n d r e d y e a r s

and they had arr ived wi th very fixed ideas of the form and shape of

They quarrel led wi th the Jesui ts and an argument aboutC h r i s t i a n i t y .

Ch inese respec t fo r the i r ances to rs began wh ich eventua l l y led to the expu l -

o f a l l m i s s i o n a r i e s f r o m C h i n a a n d p r o d u c e d a n i s s u e w h i c h i s n o t y e tS i o n

R e s i s t a n t o r N e g l e c t e d ,D a v i d L i a o i n h i s b o o k T h e U n r e s p o n s i v e :r e s o l v e d .

h a s m a d e a g o o d s t a r t i n f a c i n g t h a t i s s u e a g a i n .

A s w e c o n s i d e r t h e p r o g r e s s , o f t h e C h r i s t i a nT h e l e s s o n s o f t h e s t o r y .

m i s s i o n a c r o s s t h e c e n t u r i e s a n d a c r o s s t h e c o n t i n e n t s , t h e r e a r e m a n y

B e c a u s e o u r s p a c e i sl e s s o n s t h a t f o r c e t h e i r w a y i n t o o u r a t t e n t i o n .

I n A b r a h a m w e s a w h o wl i m i t e d , w e c a n o n l y b r i e fl y m e n t i o n s o m e o f t h e m .

I n t h e c a s e o f t h e P h a r i s e e s w h oh u m a n w e a k n e s s e s h a v e l i m i t e d s u c c e s s .

a s s i s t e d i n t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s y n a g o g u e s a l l o v e r t h e R o m a n e m p i r e a n d

w e r e e a g e r t o c o n v e r t G e n t i l e s t o t h e i r f a i t h , w e s a w p e o p l e w h o o f t e n m i s ¬

u n d e r s t o o d t h e h e a r t o f t h e g o s p e l a n d w e s a w t h e t e n d e n c y t o c a r r y a

c u l t u r a l p a c k a g e w i t h n o c i r c u n ' c i s i o n o f t h e h e a r t w i t h i n i t . W e s a w h o w

P a u l e n a b l e d t h e h e a r t o f t h e g o s p e l t o w e a r G e n t i l e c l o t h i n g a n d t h u s

e s t a b l i s h e d a m i s s i o n a r y s t r a t e g y f o r a l l t i m e , i f w e c a n s o m e h o w fi g u r e

o u t h o w t o a p p l y i t i n t h e s p e c i fi c c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f o u r t i m e — i n d e a l i n g

w i t h a n c e s t o r - w o r s h i p p i n g C h i n e s e , c a s t e - c o n s c i o u s H i n d u s , a n d b a p t i s m -

r e j e c t i n g M u s l i m s .
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Idon't believe it is possible to improve on the approach represented

by Paul's missionary team, which possessed the authority of atraveling

T h e c h u r c h a t A n t i o c h a p p r o v e d o f i t b u t d i d n o t s e e k t o c o n t r o l

Th is was essent ia l l y the same type o f m iss ion s t ruc tu re tha t t l i e

c h u r c h .

i t .

P h a r i s e e s u s e d . P a u l w a s n o t a s h a m e d t o b o r r o w t h a t p a t t e r n . T h u s w e m u s t

be very creative in borrowing patterns as mission structures today,

early church, for example, did not mind borrowing essentially the synagogue

p a t t e r n f o r t h e i r s e t t l e d w o r s h i p p i n g c o m m i t t e e s .

T h e

I t i s a g r e a t m i s t a k e t o

think that the New Testament teaches us either that we can get along with¬

out specific structures for v/orship and for mission or that we must accept

the par t i cu la r s t ruc tu res Pau l emi^ loyed . I b e l i e v e w e m u s t c o m e t o t h e

p].ace where we recognize, for example, that the Billy Graham Evangelistic

Assoc ia t ion or any miss ion soc ie ty s t ruc ture is jus t as much the church as

i s a d e n o m i n a t i o n a l h e a d q u a r t e r s . W e m u s t r e a l i z e t h a t t h e c h u r c h i s t h e

people of God wherever they are and however they are organized. T h e k a l e i ¬

doscope record of h is tory cer ta in ly does not teach us that any one organiza¬

t i o n a l f o r m i s p r o p e r l y c a l l e d " t h e c h u r c h " .

W e a l s o l e a r n f r o m t h e s t o r y o f t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n

that God somet imes uses methods which are obviously not h is first choice.

V 7 h e n t h e c h u r c h i n t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r y q u a r r e l l e d a n d e x i l e d f r o m t h e R o m a n

E m p i r e t h e A r i a n b i s h o p s w h o s e t h e o l o g i c a l v i e w s h a d e v e n t u a l l y l o s t t h e

v o t e , G o d w a s f o r c e d t o u s e t h o s e e x i l e d b i s h o i ^ s a s m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h i s i s

h o w i t h a p p e n e d t h a t a l a r g e n u m b e r o f t h e t r i b a l p e o p l e s o u t s i d e t h e e m p i r e

w e r e b r o u g h t t o t h e A r i a n f o r m o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . W h e n R o m a n C h r i s t i a n s v / e r e

n o t a c t i v e l y r e a c h i n g o u t t o t h e m , t h o s e t r i b e s l e a r n e d s t i l l m o r e a b o u t t h e

C h r i s t i a n f a i t h b y i n v a d i n g t h e R o m a n e m p i r e . T h e s a m e t h i n g h a p p e n e d l a t e r

o n w h e n t h e s a v a g e V i k i n g s i n v a d e d t h e C h r i s t i a n i z e d G e r m a n i c t r i b e s . T h u s
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t h e f a i t h w a s t r a n s m i t t e d m o r e b y i n v a s i o n t h a n b y m i s s i o n a r y o u t r e a c h . T h e

a n c e s t o r s o f t h e p e o p l e w e c a l l S c a n d i n a v i a n s t o d a y w e r e b r o u g h t t o C h r i s t

o r i g i n a l l y b y t h e v ; o r d o f t e s t i m o n y o f b e a u t i f u l g i r l s ' t a k e n c a p t i v e b y t h e

V i k i n g s m o r e t h a n b y t h e p r e a c h i n g o f m i s s i o n a r i e s s e n t t o t h e m . T h e s a m e

th ing happened later on when the savage Vik ings invaded the Chr is t ianized

G e r m a n i c t r i b e s .

T h e o n l y e x a m p l e o f a m i s s i o n a r y n a t i o n i n t h e fi r s t m i l l e n i u m i s s e e n

N e i t h e r R o m a n C a t h o l i c s n o r A n g l om o r e c l e a r l y i n v e r y r e c e n t r e s e a r c h .

S a x o n P r o t e s t a n t s h a v e b e e n a c t i v e i n g i v i n g c r e d i t t o t h e a m a z i n g m i s s i o n a r y

w o r k o f t h e C e l t i c m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d t h e m i s s i o n a r y t r a d i t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d b y

t h e m w h i c h m i s s i o n a r i e s l i k e B o n i f a c e , n o t h i m s e l f a C e l t , d r e w f r o m a n d

T h e v e r y e x i s t e n c e o f d o z e n s o f s c h o l a r l y m i s s i o n c e n t e r s t ob u i l t u p o n .

w h i c h t h o u s a n d s o f s t u d e n t s w e n t f o r s t u d y , t h e v e r y e x i s t e n c e o f h u n d r e d s

f a n n i n g o u t a c r o s s E n g l a n d a n d t h e c o n t i n e n t e m p h a s i z e so f C e l t i c m i s s i o n a r y t e a m s

f o r u s t h e s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n t h e m i s s i o n a r y n a t i o n a n d a l l o t h e r

I n m o d e r n t i m e s m a n y n a t i o n s h a v e b e e n a c t i v e i n m i s s i o n s — N o r w a yn a t i o n s .

I t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s t r u e t h a t E n g l i s h s p e a k -a n d N e w Z e a l a n d l e a d i n g t h e w a y .

i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s , w h o m a y b e d r a w i n g u n c o n s c i o u s l y u p o n t h e C e l t i c t r a d i t i o n

i n t h e i r p a s t , h a v e h a d a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l a r g e s h a r e i n m o d e r n m i s s i o n s .

T h i s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g p e o p l e a r e m o r e s a i n t l y ; i t d o e s

m e a n t h a t t h e r e i s s u c h a t h i n g a s m i s s i o n a r y a w a r e n e s s w i t h i n a n a t i o n . A n d

i t u r g e s u s t o d o e v e r y t h i n g w i t h i n o u r p o w e r t o b u i l d t h a t a w a r e n e s s . I

s e e , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e e v i d e n c e s o f a n e w m i s s i o n a r y a w a r e n e s s g r a d u a l l y a p p e a r ¬

i n g i n K o r e a , i n B r a z i l , i n S o u t h I n d i a , i n N i g e r i a , a n d i n m a n y p a r t s o f t h e

w o r l d w i d e C h i n e s e d i s p e r s i o n . W h e n w i l l N o r t h E a s t I n d i a g a i n a m a r k e d

m i s s i o n a w a r e n e s s ? W h e n w i l l A m e r i c a n s w a k e u p t o t h e f a c t t h a t i n v e r y f e w

i n s t a n c e s a r e t h e y s t i l l s e n d i n g p i o n e e r m i s s i o n a r i e s ? B u t w e a r e g e t t i n g

a h e a d o f o u r s e l v e s .
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M iss ion awareness in the Pro tes tan t t rad i t i on i s the resu l t no t so much

of the Reformation as the Pietist movement.. Long after the Reformation,

profoundly spiritual cells of renewal began to appear in Germany and

Scandinav ia and final ly in England and Amer ica,

on h is t r i p to Amer ica and la te r i n Eng land .

J o h n W e s l e y m e t P i e t i s t s

T h e o d o r e F r e y l i n g h u y s e n , a

Pietist Dutch minister in the middle colonies of America, helped to start the

G r e a t A w a k e n i n g w h i c h t l i e n G e o r g e V ? h i t e fi e l d f a n n e d i n t o fl a m e . T h e s a i n t l y

Jonathan Edv/ards entered into essentially aPietist experience of the

gospel and his writings were read by both Wesley and William Carey,

the spiritual caliber of David Brainerd clarify to us the importance of pro¬

found l y sp i r i t ua l moor i ngs i n any a t t emp t a t m iss ion .

M e n o f

W h e n t h e E v a n g e l i c a l

Awakening flowed in fu l l force through England and Amer ica, amassive second

reformation had effectively taken place, and Protestants were now prepared

sp i r i t ua l l y f o r t he i r de layed en t rance i n to m i ss i on awa reness and wo r l d

m i s s i o n .

I t took another rev ival in New England to get the famous haystack

m e e t i n g i n t o e x i s t e n c e a n d a s a r e s u l t t h e fi r s t f o r e i g n m i s s i o n b o a r d i n t h e

p r a y e r

U n i t e d S t a t e s v ; a s f o r m e d . W i t h o u t t h i s k i n d o f s p i r i t u a l f o u n d a t i o n , t h e

spec ific o rgan iza t iona l p roposa ls o f Wi l l i am Carey wou ld have been use l e s s .

Ye t i t i s h a r d t o o v e r e s t i m a t e t h e p r a c t i c a l i m p a c t o f h i s e m i n e n t l y r e a s o n ¬

a b l e a n a l y s i s o f t h e s i t u a t i o n . H i s E n q u i r y m a y u n d e r l i e m o r e o f t h e m o d e r n

e x p a n s i o n o f t h e g o s p e l t h a n a n y o t h e r b o o k o u t s i d e t h e B i b l e . H e d e s c r i b e d

c a r e f u l l y p r e v i o u s e f f o r t s i n m i s s i o n s . H e s e t d o w n s t a t i s t i c s o f t h e u n fi n ¬

i s h e d t a s k , a n d l a s t l y h e p r o p o s e d v e r y s p e c i fi c a l l y t h a t m i s s i o n a r y s o c i e t i e s

b e o r g a n i z e d i n a d d i t i o n t o c h u r c h s t r u c t u r e s . H e t h e n w e n t o u t a n d d i d a s a n

e x a m p l e w h a t h e w a s r e c o m m e n d i n g f o r o t h e r s t o d o . I ' m r e m i n d e d o f P h i l i p

Teng ' s dec i s i on t o g i ve ape rsona l examp le by ac tua l l y go ing as am iss iona ry

t o I n d o n e s i a .
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In terms of the 2,000 years of missions, Protestant missionary experience

r e c e n t t h a t i t s e n t i r e 1 8 0 - y e a r r e c o r d l i e s b e f o r e u s a s v i r t u a l l y aI S s o

T h e r e c o r d i n d i c a t e s t h a t e v e n w i t h s p i r i t u a l fi r e a n dc o n t e m p o r a r y e v e n t .

t h e r e w e r e s t i l l m a n y , m a n yp rac t i ca l know ledge abou t m iss ion s t ruc tu res .

p r o b l e m s t o b e s o l v e d .

T H E P R O B L E M S O F T H E C H R I S T I A N M I S S I O N

W i l l i a m . C a r e y s o o n d i s c o v e r e d t h a tP r o b l e m s o f e d u c a t i o n a n d s u p p o r t .

the people back home who ran his new mission society could not be relied

e i the r to unders tand wha t h i s fie ld p rob lems were o r to remi t suppor t

L ike the Apost le Paul , he was forced by pract ica l neces-

u p o n

t o h i m r e g u l a r l y ,

sity to support himself on the field, although neither he nor Paul felt such

a n a p p r o a c h w a s i d e a l .

Mo rav ian m iss i ona r i es , by con t ras t , p l anned i n t he fi r s t p l ace t o sup¬

port themselves. They were the Pietist forerunners of English-speaking

Is.*tehei-r-day (the 18th century) to expect support from back homee f f o r t s .

T h e ywas al l the more unreasonable and impossib le than in the 19th century.

i n e f f ec t es tab l i shed i ndus t r i a l v i l l ages , many o f wh i ch have g rown i n to ma jo r

T h e i r e f f o r t s w e r e n o tcities today, both in America and in other countries,

so much attempts to indigenize the gospel as to transplant aprofoundly

spiritual pattern of European village life to foreign soil where it would

The i r s t ra tegy is somewhat s imi la r to the Seventhb e a r i t s o v m t e s t i m o n y .

T h e S . D . A . s e e m s m o r e e f f e c t i v e t h a n a n y o t h e rD a y A d v e n t i s t a p p r o a c h t o d a y.

U.S. mission in j - lant ing new communit ies, new businesses and schools that are

c o m p l e t e l y s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g .

The greatest single obstacle to missions in Protestant experience has

been the imperfect understanding of the enterpr ise by the people back home,
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w h o s e p r a y e r s a n d g i f t s a r e e s s e n t i a l t o t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e e n t e r p r i s e . T o t h i s

d a y s o m e o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e m o r e e f f e c t i v e i n m i s s i o n a r y w o r k t h a n t h e y a r e i n

r a i s i n g f u n d s , w h i l e o t h e r s a r e m o r e e f f e c t i v e i n r a i s i n g f u n d s t h a n t h e y a r e i n

m i s s i o n a r y w o r k . I t s e e m s a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e e i t h e r f o r p e o p l e t o g i v e t o w ’ o r k

t h e y d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d o r t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e w o r k t h e m i s s i o n a g e n c i e s a r e a s k i n g

t h e m t o s u p p o r t . I t i s u n d o u b t e d l y t r u e t h a t t h e g r e a t e s t s i n g l e m i s s i n g e l e m e n t

i n m i s s i o n s i n 1 9 7 8 i s t h e a b s e n c e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e S t u d e n t V o l u n t e e r

M o v e m e n t , w h i c h e d u c a t e d t h o u s a n d s o f s t u d e n t s o n c a m p u s e s , a n d t h e L a y m e n ' s

M i s s i o n a r y M o v e m e n t w h i c h e d u c a t e d m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e i n c h u r c h e s . T h e p r e c i o u s

m i s s i o n s e e d w i l l f a l l o n d r y a n d i n f e r t i l e g r o u n d i f t h e r e i s n o t m o r e e f f e c t i v e

e d u c a t i o n a t t h e g r a s s r o o t s l e v e l .

T h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c t r a d i t i o n h a s s e v e r a l s o c i e t i e s t h a t d o n o t h i n g b u t r a i s e

f u n d s f o r o t h e r s o c i e t i e s . M a n y P r o t e s t a n t s o c i e t i e s t o d a y h a v e a l a y m a n ' s

a u x i l i a r y t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e m , s u c h a s W y c l i f f e A s s o c i a t e s , M e n f o r M i s s i o n s ,

M e n w i t h V i s i o n , e t c . F o r m a n y y e a r s ( b e g i n n i n g i n 1 8 1 3 ) w o m e n ' s m i s s i o n a r y

s o c i e t i e s i n l o c a l c h u r c h e s c a r r i e d a m a j o r l o a d i n m i s s i o n f u n d r a i s i n g . T o d a y

A m e r i c a n w o m e n h a v e g o t t e n b u s y i n m a n y o t h e r t h i n g s . I t i s t i m e a g a i n f o r a

m a j o r n e w e f f o r t l i k e t h e L a y m e n ' s M i s s i o n a r y M o v e m e n t t o s w e e p i n t o e x i s t e n c e .

a n d i n t o o r g a n i z e d i m p a c t , t h e t h o u s a n d s o f k e e n p e o p l e a t p e v ? l e v e l w h o s e c o n c e r n s

a n d p r a y e r s a r e l i k e a t i n d e r b o x w a i t i n g f o r a s p a r k .

T h e e a r l i e s t m i s s i o n a r i e s s u f f e r e dP r o b l e m s o f a u t h o r i t y i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

F o r e x a m p l e , i t m i g h t t a k e t h r e eu n d e r v e r y d i f fi c u l t c o n d i t i o n s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

y e a r s f o r a l e t t e r t o g o f r o m L o n d o n t o F i j i a n d a n a n s w e r t o r e t u r n . O n e a d v a n t a g e

t o t h i s d i f fi c u l t y w a s t h e s i m p l e f a c t t h a t t h e m a j o r d e c i s i o n s h a d t o b e m a d e o n

T h i s i s o n e r e a s o n w h y t h e C h i n e s e R i t e s c o n t r o v e r s y w a s d i s c u s s e d f o rt h e fi e l d .

E v e n t u a l l y t r a n s a t l a n t i c a n d7 0 y e a r s b e f o r e t l i e ( v ; r o n g ) c o n c l u s i o n s w e r e m a d e .
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t r a n s p a c i fi c c a b l e s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d a n d h u g e c o d e b o o k s a l l o v / e d a m e a s u r e o f

e c o n o m y t o b e m a i n t a i n e d v / h i l e c o n d e n s e d , c o n v e n t i o n a l a n d c r y p t i c m e s s a g e s w e r e

G r a d u a l l y , h o w e v e r , a m a j o r c h a n g e i n m o d e r n t i m e s
)

e f f e c t i v e l y m o v e d m i s s i o n s t r a t e g y f r o m t h e fi e l d t o t h e h o m e o f fi c e s .

s e n t b a c k a n d f o r t h .

W h i l e

t h i s c h a n g e w a s g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e d b y t h e v a s t l y i n c r e a s e d e f fi c i e n c y o f i n t e r ¬

n a t i o n a l m a i l , c a b l e s a n d e v e n t e l e p h o n e l i n k a g e s , t h a n k s t o s a t e l l i t e s , t h e r e a l

r e a s o n w a s t h e r i s e o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h .

I n a l l p l a c e s w h e r e m i s s i o n a r y w o r k h a s b e e n s u c c e s s f u l , fi r s t d o z e n s , t h e n

h u n d r e d s , t h e n t h o u s a n d s a n d h u n d r e d s o f t h o u s a n d s o f b e l i e v e r s h a v e d e v e l o p e d

i n t o a n e w c o m m u n i t y s t r u c t u r e d a s c h u r c h e s a n d d e n o m i n a t i o n s . T h e l e a d e r s o f

t h e s e " y o u n g e r c h u r c h e s " h a v e q u i t e n a t u r a l l y r e s e n t e d t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f fi e l d

d e c i s i o n s i n t h e h a n d s o f m i s s i o n a r i e s o n t h e fi e l d . I n s o f a r a s f u n d s a r e t r a n s ¬

m i t t e d t o t h e fi e l d a n d m i s s i o n a r y w o r k a s s i g n m e n t s a r e d e t e r m i n e d , a g r e a t d e a l

o f t h e s e d e c i s i o n s h a v e f a l l e n b o t h o n t h e s h o u l d e r s o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h a n d

t h e e x e c u t i v e s i n t l i e m i s s i o n h e a d q u a r t e r s b a c k h o m e . H i e p e o p l e b a c k h o m e , n o

m a t t e r h o w v / i s e , c a n n o t p o s s i b l y s p e a k a l l t h e l a n g u a g e s a c r o s s t h e w o r l d w h e r e v e r

t h e i r m i s s i o n a r i e s a r e s e n t , n o r k e e p u p w i t h a l l t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e l o c a l s i t u a t i o n .

I t i s l i k e l y t h a t a d i s t i n c t d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n s t r a t e g i c d e c i s i o n m a k i n g h a s

o c c u r r e d a s d e c i s i o n s h a v e m o v e d f r o m fi e l d t o t h e h o m e o f fi c e s . O n t h e o t h e r

h a n d , t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s o f t e n t h i n k o f r e f r e s h i n g l y d i f f e r e n t

a n d n e w i d e a s w h i c h t r i e f o r e i g n m i s s i o n a r i e s m i g h t n o t h a v e e v e r t h o u g h t o f .

I n t h e l a s t a n a l y s i s , f o r e i g n e r s h a v e n o b u s i n e s s m a J c i n g d e c i s i o n s f o r t h e

n a t i o n a l c h u r c h . A l l c h u r c h e s e v e r y w h e r e i n t h e w o r l d a r e " n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s " a n d

c h u r c h e s , w h e r e v e r t h e y a r e , n e e d t o h a v e t h e f r e e d o m t o o b e y C h r i s t i n H i s

I f t h e y w a n t m i s s i o n a r i e s t o c o m e a n d h e l p t h e m , t h a t i s t h e i r d e c i s i o n .s e r v i c e .

L e t t h e m s a y s o . A s i s t e r c h u r c h a c r o s s t h e w a t e r , w h e t h e r i t i s a " s e n d i n g " o r
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r e c e i v i n g c h u r c h m u s t n o t a t t e m p t t o d i c t a t e t l i e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f a n o t h e r

The autonomy of the mission when the national church is coming

a n d t h e a u t o n o m y o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h

a

c h u r c h e l s e w h e r e .

i n t o ex i s t ence i s no t ques t i oned . o n c e

es tab l i shed i s no t to be ques t ioned .

All of this however makes things considerably m.ore complex for the mission.

As the nat iona l church grows in to ex is tence, t h e r e m a y b e n o e a s i l y d e fi n e d ,

clear-cut point at which the national church decides things and the mission ceases

t o d e c i d e t h i n g s . And then there are almost always new a r e a s y e t t o b e e v a n g e l i z e d

I f t h e m i s s i o n a r y d e c i s i o n m a k i n g i s l i m i t e d e i t h e r t o t h e

vision of the national church or to tliat of the home office of the mission,

may be many oppor tun i t ies fo r ou t reach tha t a re over looked on the fie ld .

f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e .

t h e r e

T h u s

problems of authority are closely involved with problems of strategy.

P r o b l e m s o f s t r a t e g y . I n m y o p i n i o n , t h e g r e a t e s t o b s t a c l e t o t h e f u l fi l l m e n t

of the Great Commission in tlie world today is abasic misunderstanding about

fi r s t p r i o r i t y o f a m i s s i o n a g e n c y ,

w h e r e t h e r e i s n o c h u r c h .

t h e

Everyone agrees that when missionaries go

t h e i r fi r s t p r i o r i t y i s t o e s t a b l i s h a c h u r c h . B u t o n c e

that church is established and national leadershijj emerges, what then becomes the

h ighes t p r i o r i t y o f t he m i ss i on agency? I s t h e a g e n c y n o l o n g e r t o r e t a i n t h e

p u r p o s e o f p l a n t i n g c h u r c h e s i n c o m m u n i t i e s w h e r e t h e r e i s n o w i t n e s s ? D o e s i t n o w

have to have anew mandate to become an organization for the care and feeding of

the churches that are already established? Donald McGavran has done e v e r y o n e a

great favor in s t ress ing the pr imacy of new church p lant ing over church care and

f e e d i n g . H o w e v e r , w h e n e v e n c h u r c h p l a n t i n g c a n b e d o n e m o r e e a s i l y b y a n a t i o n a l

leader than by afore ign miss ionary, what is the miss ion agency now to do?

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t o n c e a n a t i o n a l c h u r c h i s e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e n e v / c h u r c h

i t s e l f m u s t b e c o m e i n t e r e s t e d n o t j u s t i n c h u r c h p l a n t i n g w i t h i n i t s o w n l o c a l
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a r e a , b u t a l s o i n m i s s i o n s t o o t h e r a r e a s w h e r e t h e r e i s n o w i t n e s s y e t a t a l l .

W e a r e w i l l i n g t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t i t i s h e l p f u l f o r m i s s i o n a r i e s t o t e a c h i n

s e m i n a r i e s o v e r s e a s a n d t o h e l p n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s t r a i n t h e i r o w n l e a d e r s h i p . I

h a v e p e r s o n a l l y b e e n v e r y a c t i v e i n t h e m o v e m e n t t o w a r d t h e o l o g i c a l e d u c a t i o n b y '

e x t e n s i o n , w h i c h h o p e s t o a c c e l e r a t e t h e p r o c e s s a n d t o i m p r o v e t h e s e l e c t i o n o f

n e w m i n i s t e r s f o r e x p a n d i n g n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s . W e a r e w i l l i n g t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t

i t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r m i s s i o n a r i e s t o d o w h a t e v e r i s n e c e s s a r y t o m a k e s u r e t h a t

t h e c h u r c h e x p a n d s a n d e n c o m p a s s e s m o r e a n d m o r e p e o p l e i n t o i t s m e m b e r s h i p . B u t

F o l l o w e r s o f J e s u s C h r i s tw h a t a b o u t t h e o t h e r s h e e p t h a t a r e n o t o f t h i s f o l d ?

a r e c o m e , a s H e w a s , t o s e e k a n d t o s a v e t h a t w h i c h i s l o s t .

T h u s , t h e g r e a t e s t s t r a t e g i c e r r o r i s t o a s s u m e t h a t t h e a d v a n c i n g f r o n t

o f t h e C h r i s t i a n m o v e m e n t , o n c e a n a t i o n a l c h u r c h h a s b e e n e s t c i b l i s h e d , c a n c o n t i n u e

o n w i t h o u t t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h p r o v i d i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s o f i t s o w n v ; h o w i l l l e a r n

h o w t o s p e a k o t h e r l a n g g u a g e s a n d h o w t o p e n e t r a t e o t h e r c u l t u r e s t h a t a r e s t i l l

b e y o n d t h e s o c i a l s p h e r e w i t h i n v ? h i c h t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h i s f o u n d . M a n y p e o p l e

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a v e t h e d i s t i n c t i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e r e a r e e n o u g h C h r i s t i a n s

n o w s c a t t e r e d a l l o v e r t h e g l o b e t h a t n o o n e n e e d s t o l e a r n a f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e a n y

' N a t i o n a l e v a n g e l i s t s " i s t h e i r c r y . A l l w e n e e d t o d o , t h e y f e e l , i s t om o r e .

m a k e s u r e t h a t a l l t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s a r e s u f fi c i e n t l y e v a n g e l i s t i c t h e i r

o w n n e i g h b o r h o o d s . H e r e i s w h e r e s t u d i e s i n c u l t u r a l a n t h r o p o l o g y h a v e d e a l t s u c h

e a s y a s s u m p t i o n s a s h a t t e r i n g b l o w . T h e n o r m a l k i n d o f e v a n g e l i s m t h a t a d d s

m e m b e r s t o e x i s t i n g c h u r c h e s i s a l m o s t n e v e r s u c c e s s f u l w h e r e t h e n o n - C h r i s t i a n s

b e i n g w o n r e p r e s e n t a d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e , c u l t u r e o r e c o n o m i c s p h e r e .

I t i s a r u d i m e n t a r y t h e o r y o f m i s s i o l o g y t h a t w e m u s t u s e t h e v e r n a c u l a r l a n g u a g e

o f e v e r y g r o u p a n d b e s e n s i t i v e t o l o c a l c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s . T h i s r u l e i s n o t

s u s p e n d e d o n c e f o r e i g n m i s s i o n a r i e s h a v e s u c c e s s f u l l y e s t a b l i s h e d a n a t i o n a l c h u r c h

/
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i n a s i n g l e c o m p o n e n t o f s o c i e t y. F u l l y t v / o - t h i r d s o f t h e p e o p l e i n J a p a n , f o r

instance, live in sectors of society within v/hich there is no Christian church,

and the task of planting new churches in these nev; untouched social strata is very'

much more d i f ficu l t fo r the na t iona l church to do than i t i s to ex tend new churches

among people of the same kind as those who are already brought into Christian

f a i t h . As another example, just because churches have successfully' been established

among speakers of Minnan Chinese in Taiwan does not mean that new and very special
" m i s s i o n a r y e f f o r t s

w e d o n o t n e c e s s a r i l y m e a n W e s t e r n e r s .

a r e n o t n e c e s s a r y t o r e a c h H a k k a s p e a k e r s . B y " m i s s i o n a r y

T w o t r u l y s h o c k i n g f a c t s a r e t h a t 1 ) i f c u l t u r a l d i s t i n c t i o n s l i k e t l i e s e

a re ca re fu l l y obse rved , we w i l l find tha t mos t o f t he non -Chr i s t i ans i n t he v?o r ld

today are beyond the evangelistic range of existing national churches, and 2) yet

ve ry few e f fo r t s i n mos t coun t r ies ( i f t he re a re any a t a l l ) a re focused on t J iese

p e o p l e w h o a r e h i d d e n f r o m o u r v i e w b y i n v i s i b l e c u l t u r a l b a r r i e r s . V v h o , t h e n .

will reach tliese people who are beyond if it is not the mission agencies?

However, at the present t ime, a lmost a l l miss ionar ies are occupied in some way

or another with helpi.ng national churches in local work rather than pioneering

n e w w o r k b e y o n d t h e r e m a i n i n g f r o n t i e r s o f c u l t u r a l b a r r i e r s . T h u s , a s n a t i o n a l

churches have been es tab l i shed, miss ion agenc ies have gradua l l y sh i f ted in the i r

f unc t i on f r om p i onee r i ng t o nu r t u re and t o ass i s t i ng t he na t i ona l chu rch i n l oca l

e v a n g e l i s m . . S t r a n g e l y , m i s s i o n a r i e s h a v e r a r e l y t a u g h t t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h t o b e

i n t e r e s t e d i n m i s s i o n s t o o t h e r p l a c e s . n o r h a v e t h e i r o w n a g e n c i e s c o n t i n u e d

t o e x t e n d n e w w o r k e r s t o n e w fi e l d s . T h i s i s n o t t o i m p l y t h a t f o r e i g n w o r k e r s

a r e o f n o v a l u e o n c e a n a t i o n a l c h u r c h i s w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d . I t i s r a t h e r t o

i n s i s t t h a t t h e a p p e a r e a n c e o f a n a t i o n a l c h u r c h v / i t h i n o n e c u l t u r a l g r o u p i n g

m u s t n o t o b s c u r e f r o m o u r v i s i o n t h e m i l l i o n s o f o t h e r p e o p l e w i t h i n v ^ h o s e d a i l y
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I t i s a c a s e o f ) D o t h / a n d , n o tl i f e t h e i r e i s n o c u l t u r a l l y r e l e v a n t c h u r c h .

e i t h e r / o r .

W e h a v e j u s t n o t e d t h a t m a n y C l i r i s t i a u i s i n t h eP r o b l e m s o f m o r a l e .

W e s t e r n l a n d s a r e b e g i n n i n g t o f o r g e t a b o u t m i s s i o n s b e c a u s e t h e y e r r o n e o u s l y

t h i n k t h a t t h e r e a r e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s w i t h i n e v e r y c u l t u r a l u n i t o f m a n k i n d .

N o w w e m u s t n o t e t h a t s t i l l o t h e r C h r i s t i a n s i n W e s t e r n l a n d s a r e g i v i n g u p o n

m i s s i o n s b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e t h e e q u a l l y e r r o n e o u s i d e a t h a t a f t e r 2 , 0 0 0 y e a r s

p o s t - C h r i s t i a n " w o r l d .t h e C h r i s t i a n m o v e m e n t i s d y i n g o u t a n d w e l i v e i n a "
iU II i n i o . i n

p o s t - C o n s t a n t i a n
.'I

We now knov7 the weakness and impermanence o f Empero r Cons tan t i ne ' s

w o r l d , n o t a p o s t -T h e f a c t i s t h a t w e l i v e i n a

C h r i s t i a n w o r l d .

impetus which eventually led to an official poli t ical form of Christianity and^

S t a t e a i u r c h " v a r i e t i e s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . T h u s , a s t h eby comparison^to all
registered Christians in East Germany have declined from 80% to 60% in the last

30 years , some peop le conc luded tha t Chr is t ian i ty i s dy ing ou t . F o r 1 , 5 0 0 y e a r s
A

o f fi c i a l C h r i s t i a n i t y " w a s b i b l i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y ,m a n y p e o p l e h a v e h a d t h e i d e a t h a t

and t i iey have therefore concluded that we are losing ground as the Emperor

Constant ine 's concept o f aChr is t ian country has been undermined in modern t imes

wherever there is adecreas ing percentage o f peop le who are mere d ig i ts in the

m e m b e r s h i p r o l l s o f a s t a t e c h u r c h .

T h e r e a r e e v i d e n c e s a l l o v e r E a s tB u t s o m e t h i n g e l s e i s a l s o h a p p e n i n g .

Germany, espec ia l l y in t i i e sou th , tha t the number o f t ru ly commi t ted Chr is t ians

C a r e f u l s t u d i e s i n d i c a t e t h i s s a m et o d a y i s h i g h e r t h a n i t h a s e v e r b e e n .

s i t u a t i o n t o e x i s t i n c o u n t r y a f t e r c o u n t r y w h e r e c o m m u n i s m h a s s u c c e e d e d m e r e l y

i n r e d u c i n g " o f fi c i a l C h r i s t i a n i t y " a n d h a s n o t e v e n b e e n e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l a t

We may soon find out whether there are more t rue bel iev ing Chr is t ians int h a t .

the Peoples Republ ic of China today than there were in 1951.
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A s e c o n d a s p e c t o f t h i s p r o b ] . e m d e r i v e s f r o m a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f a r i t h ¬

m e t i c . S o m e m i s s i o n l e a d e r s , b e i n g e a g e r t o s t r e s s t h e l a r g e n e s s o f t h e u n fi n i s h e d
. 'Jy

task have stated that the percent̂ '̂ of Christians in the World is getting smaller
d u e t o t h e p o p u l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n . W h a t t h e y d o n o t u n d e r s t a n d i s t h a t C h r i s t i a n

'h,c Inyt ■
p o p u l a t i o n s g r o w e v a n g e l i s t i c a l l y a s w e l l a s n a r m a ± ± y .

A
I f y o u w i l l a l l o w m e t o

u s e o n e t e c h n i c a l e x a m p l e , s u p p o s e t h a t d u r i n g a g i v e n p e r i o d o f t i m e I n d i a ' s

s t a t i s t i c s ( i n m i l l i o n s ) w e r e t o h a v e c h a n g e d a s f o l l o w s :

A d d e dD a t e A D a t e B

N o n - C h r i s t i a n s 3 4 6 2 1 9 5 6 5+

C h r i s t i a n s 9 7 1 6+

T o t a l s 3 5 5 -i- 2 2 6 5 8 1

P e r c e n t a g e o f
C h r i s t i a n s 2 . 5 % 2 . 7 5 %

W h a t d o e s t h i s m e a n ? I s C h r i s t i a n i t y g o i n g f o r w a r d s o r b a c k w a r d s ? O n e a n s w e r i s

t h a t t h e r e a r e 2 1 9 m i l l i o n m o r e n o n - C h r i s t i a n s a n d o n l y 7 m i l l i o n m o r e C h r i s t i a n s .

B u t a m o r e s i g n i fi c a n t a n s w e r i s t h a t C h r i s t i a n s w e r e o n c e 2 . 5 % o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n

b u t a r e n o w 2 . 7 5 % . This may seem hard to believ^ and as aresult thousands of

p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y y o u n g p e o p l e , a r e w o n d e r i n g i f i t i s a n y u s e t o s e n d m i s s i o n a r i e s

if the percentage of Christians is^getting smaller,
country where- the percentage of Christians (by hard evidence is getting smaller.

T h e f a c t i s t h e r e i s n o k n o w n

a n d t h e r e a r e m a n y c o u n t r i e s - - i n d e e d e v e r y c o u n t r y w h e r e w e d o h a v e h a r d e v i d e n c e —

w h e r e w e k n o w t l i e p e r c e n t a g e o f C h r i s t i a n s i s g e t t i n g l a r g e r , a t l e a s t s l o w l y

l a r g e r i f n o t r a p i d l y l a r g e r .

P r o b l e m s o f p ; e n e r a l p e r c e p t i o n . We have pointed out how easi ly i t is

poss ib le to over look the " reg ions beyond. t l

T h i s i s b e c a u s e a l m o s t a l l i n d i v i d u a l

Christians and local churches and denominations tend to look Inwardly,

resu l t , they must constant ly be rev ived and renewed in the i r v is ion and commit tment

A s a

t o a l o s t w ’ o r l d . B u t i t i s a fi r s t - r a t e t r a g e d y w h e n a c e r t a i n k i n d o f
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m i s - p e r c e p t i o n b e c o m e s s o c o m m o n a n d w i d e s p r e a d a s t o b e c o m e a c c e p t e d a l m o s t

u n i v e r s a l l y a s t r u t h . W e f a c e t h a t t r a g e d y i n A m e r i c a . a t . t h i s v e r y m o m e n t .

The average person today be l ieves tha t w i th the except ion o f a few. , jung le

I n d i a n t r i b e s , t h e r e i s n o g r e a t n e e d f o r p i o n e e r . m i s s i o n s - . a n y m o r e . I n o r d e r

t o c o n t r a d i c t t h i s k i n d o f n e a r l y u n i v e r s a l m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , w e m u s t f a c e t h e

f u t u r e w i t h r e a l i s t i c p l a n s t h a t m u s t i n c l u d e w i d e s p r e a d r e b u i l d i n g o f p i o n e e r

m i s s i o n p e r s p e c t i v e . T h i s l e a d s u s t o o u r n e x t s e c t i o n :

T H E P R O S P E C T S O F T H E C H R I S T I A N M I S S I O N

O u r fi r s t p r o s p e c t i s t h a t o f n e u t r a l i z i n g a n d u l t i m a t e l y r e v e r s i n g t h e

t h i r t y - y e a r t r e n d t o w a r d t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f p i o n e e r m i s s i o n s . O u r s e c o n d

p rospec t i s tha t o f dea l ing adequa te ly w i th bo th the pos i t i ve and nega t i ve

features associated v j i th the incredib le achievement that has in some way

brough t one - th i rd o f t he wor ld ' s popu la t i on i n to the Chr i s t i an movement . O u r

third prospect is that of deal ing decisively and sacrlficial ly with the staggering

c h a l l e n g e o f t h e r e m a i n i n g t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e w o r l d , fi v e - s i x t h s o f w h i c h i s

beyond the reach of any exist ing church or mission.

The prospects , in v iew of the loss o f p ioneer perspect ive. Fundamenta l to

any step forward is the need for anew wave of miss ionary educat ion. I t w i l l n o t

be easy to bu i ld aga in ap ioneer m iss ions perspec t i ve .

West have dropped missions out of the Sunday School curriculum, out of the

materials for young people's meetings, to agreat extent out of general church

and even the women's missionary societies have considerably lost their

f o c u s u p o n p i o n e e r m i s s i o n s .

T h e c h u r c h e s i n t h e

l i f e .

W i th pa t i ence and pa ins tak ing ca re a l l o f t h i s

m u s t b e r e p l a c e d .

The churches that are the product of missions, mainly in the non-western

world, are ironically without even the background and foundation of missions

w h i c h t h e W e s t e r n c h u r c h e s h a v e . In most cases it is amatter of building, not ‘

r ebu i l d i ng p i onee r m i ss i on pe rspec t i ve ,

well advanced that the only missionaries they know

To d a y s o m a n y n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n s a r e s o

a r e n o t a t a l l p i o n e e r m i s s i o n a r i e s

T ■



w h o m a y h a v e p a s s e d o u t o f e x i s t e n c e b e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p w a s

b o r n . The only missionar ies they know are coming to help churches, not learn

l a n g u a g e s s p o k e n o n l y b y n o n - C h r i s t i a n s . I n d e e d , t h e v e r y w o r d m i s s i o n a r y

has sometimes come to mean "foreigner who comes to work with out churches.

I h a v e b e e n t o l d b y s o m e n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s . 'We are doing just what the missionary

W h y a r e n ' t w e c a l l e d m i s s i o n a r i e s t o o ?i s d o i n g . T h e fi r s t g e n e r a t i o n o f n e w

Christ ians has now passed on to their graves. O n l y t h e y k n e w w h a t a p i o n e e r

m i s s i o n a r y w a s l i k e . Seminaries establ ished overseas have even less emphasis

o n m i s s i o n s t h a n U . S . s e m i n a r i e s . R e c e n t l y i t w a s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t o n e o f f o u r

symbols on the monogram of the Gujranwala Seminary in Pakistan referred to

missions, but no one could remember when acourse on missions had ever been taught

t h e r e .

P i o n e e r m i s s i o n p e r s p e c t i v e m u s t a l s o b e r e b u i l t w i t h i n t h e s t u d e n t v ; o r l d .

The three major campus organizat ions wi th in the U.S. —Campus Crusade, In ter -

Va r s i t y C h r i s t i a n F e l l o w s h i p , a n d N a v i g a t o r s — h a v e l i t t l e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e m a i n ¬

s t ream cause o f m iss ions and fo r the mos t pa r t c r i t i ca l l y l ack ve te ran m iss ionary

leadership within their organizations so as effectively to attract to pioneer

m i s s i o n p e r s p e c t i v e t h e t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f s t u d e n u s t h e L o r d h a s e n t r u s t e d

t o t h e i r c a r e . B u t s t u d e n t s b o t h i n t h e U . S . a n d i n t h e n o n - w e s t e r n w o r l d a r e

apparen t l y eager to l ea rn and w i l l i ng to go . R a r e l y , h o w e v e r , d o t h e y h a v e

su f fic i en t know ledge ava i l ab l e t o t hem i n o rde r t o unde rg i r d t hem i n aca ree r

d e c i s i o n .

P ioneer miss ion perspect ive is not prominent even in the genera l miss ion

a g e n c i e s o f t h e W e s t e r n a n d n o n - W e s t e r n w o r l d . M a n y a n A s i a n s o c i e t y t h i n k s

of mission work as sending an Asian couple to aforeign country where they perhaps

w i l l j o i n t h e f a c u l t y o f a s e m i n a r y e s t a b l i s h e d b y a We s t e r n s o c i e t y, a n d

w o r k a l o n g s i d e a m i s s i o n a r y s e n t b y a W e s t e r n s o c i e t y . I a m a f r a i d t h a t t h e n e w -

A s i a n s o c i e t i e s m a y f o l l o w t h e p a t t e r n o f p r e s e n t d a y W e s t e r n m i s s i o n s r a t h e r t h a n

g a i n p i o n e e r m i s s i o n p e r s p e c t i v e . A n o t h e r m i s t a k e i s t o t h i n k w e a r e d o i n g
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traditior^ mission work when all we're doing is sending people overseas to work
w i t h o u r o w n c o u n t r y m e n ,

i n t h e n o n - W e s t e r n w o r l d , o r C h i n e s e f r o m H o n g K o n g g o i n g t o w o r k w i t h

I t h i n k o f A m e r i c a n s g o i n g t o b e p a s t o r s o f ' A m e r i c a n

c h u r c h e s

C h i n e s e i n T o r o n t o . T h i s i s g o o d t o d o , b u t i t i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y p i o n e e r

m i s s i o n w o r k .

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t o d e v e l o p p i o n e e r m i s s i o n p e r s p e c t i v e o n t h e p a r t o f

m i s s i o n a g e n c i e s i s t h e l e a s t o f o u r p r o b l e m s . H e r e o u r p r o s p e c t s a r e s u p e r b .

I h a v e n o t y e t m e t a m i s s i o n e x e c u t i v e w h o w a s n o t i n s t a n t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n p i o n e e r

m i s s i o n e f f o r t . S o m e o f t h e m a i n l i n e d e n o m i n a t i o n a l b o a r d s a r e e x c e e d i n g l y

u n l i k e l y t o m o v e i n t h e p i o n e e r d i r e c t i o n o n t h e i r o w n i n i t i a t i v e . B u t e v e n

t h e y a r e n o t o p p o s e d . T h e y a r e s i m p l y s o c o m p l e t e l y a b s o r b e d i n c h u r c h - t o -

c h u r c h r e l a t i o n s h i p s t h a t t h e i r s u p p o r t b a s e h a s b e e n e r o d e d t o t h e p o i n t w h e r e

t h e v e r y p o s s i b i l i t y o f a d d i t i o n a l f u n d s a n d p e o p l e f o r p i o n e e r w o r k s e e m s

u n t h i n k a b l e . I r on i ca l l y, i f t hey we re me re l y t o announce t he poss i b i l i t y o f new

work of apioneer nature, the announcement a lone would go along way towards

e l i c i t i n g b o t h f u n d s a n d p e r s o n n e l . B y n o v 7 , h o w e v e r , t h e y l a c k t h e v e t e r a n s

w i t h p i o n e e r m i s s i o n e x p e r i e n c e t o h e a d u p a n y n e w p i o n e e r w o r k . T h e l a c k o f

v e t e r a n s i s a m a j o r p r o b l e m f o r t h i r d w o r l d m i s s i o n s a s w e l l .

The prospects fo r bu i ld ing p ioneer miss ion perspect ive are good. T h e c h i e f

ofjstacl are 1) to clearly understand that pioneer mission means to penetratee s

cultures where there is no church, and 2) to acknowledge the necessity of taking

t h e n e c e s s a r y s t e p s t o w o r k a t t h e t a s k : i t w i l l n o t h a p p e n w i t h o u t p a t i e n t .

p r a y e r f u l , d e l i b e i ' a t e a n d o r g a n i z e d e f f o r t s .

T h e p r o s p e c t s i n v i e w o f t h e I n c r e d i b l e a c h i e v e m e n t . I n t h e h i s t o r y o f

C h r i s t i a n i t y t h e r e h a v e b e e n d e s p e r a t e m o m e n t s . T h e r e i s n o t s p a c e h e r e t o r e fl e c t

upon the many times when even the most faithful followers of Jesus Christ might

have had good reason, humanly speaking, to have wondered if the Great Commission '

w e r e p o s s i b l e t o f u l fi l l . Imag ine the o r ig ina l e leven when they fi rs t heard
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J e s u s r e s t a t e a n d r e i n f o r c e a c o m m a n d a s o l d a s A b r a h a m ' s c o v e n a n t . I m a g i n e

the sa in ts in the catacombs dur ing the decade o f D ioc le tan 's persecut ion ,

the saints in Rome when first Alaric the Goth and then At&Ma the Hun ravaged

d e e p l y i n t o e m p i r e t e r r i t o r y .

I m a g i n e

I m a g i n e t h e d i s m a y i n t h e n i n t h c e n t u r y v r h e n V i k i n g

invaders s laughtered, p lundered and burned the i r way through the miss ionary

cen te rs and l i b ra ry t reasu res o f I re land , Eng land and the con t inen t .

Europe prostrate af ter the Black Plague had swept through and el iminated n ine

I m a g i n e

o u t o f t e n o f t h e g o d l y l e a d e r s . w h o w e r e w i l l i n g t o v i s i t t h e s i c k . I m a g i n e t h e

hopelessness of the Bible believers in Europe after the religious wars had again

d e c i m a t e d a l l s i d e s , a n d s o o n .

But today noth ing can obscure the Incredib le achievem.ent i f anyone wi l l on ly

note that there are more Bapt is ts in Ind ia than in England, m.ore Presbyter ians in

Indonesia than in the U.S. , three t imes as many reg is tered Chr is t ians in Russ ia as

communist party members, when there are athousand nex'/ churches opening each

X'/eek in Afr ica and Asia, and in sum, one out of three people in the world claims to

b e a C h r i s t i a n .

As we have already seen, for some people the prospects for Chr ist ian mission

are dim precisely because there are more people who profess Christianity nominally

t h a n t h e r e a r e t h o s e w h o a r e c o m m i t t e d . A s W e s t e r n c o l o n i a l e m p i r e s c o l l a p s e d ,

pess imis ts assumed tha t Chr is t ian i ty ou ts ide the West wou ld co l lapse a lso . B u t t h e

e v i d e n c e c l e a r l y s h o w s t h a t n e i t h e r i n t h e W e s t e r n w o r l d n o r i n t h e n o n - W e s t e r n

wor ld has the number o f commi t ted Chr is t ians as apercen tage o f the popu la t ion

d e c r e a s e d . And i n t he t o ta l absence o f co lon ia l p ro tec t i on , t he i nd igenous roo t s

o f Chr i s t i an i t y have p roven s t ronger than eve r. C h r i s t i a n s c a n b e k i l l e d o ^ f .

a s i n N o r t h K o r e a a n d C a m b o d i a , b u t r e g i m e s l i k e C h i n a , R u s s i a a n d V i e t n a m d o n o t

seem to have found i t possible to reduce the number of committed Christ ians by any

o t h e r t e c h n i q u e . Indeed, as in anc ien t t imes, the b lood o f the mar ty rs

i s t h e s e e d o f t h e c h u r c h .



N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e p r e s e n c e o f v a s t n u m b e r s o f n o m i n a l C h r i s t i a n s i s a

severe handicap to vital outreach in two ways: 1 ) I t n o t o n l y d i v e r t s a

g r e a t p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l e v a n g e l i z i n g e n e r g i e s ( I n I n d i a o n e r e p o r t h a s i t t h a t

98 pe rcen t o f a l l evange l i sm i s focused upon nomina l Chr i s t i ans . ) , bu t 2 ) i t

a lso detracts f rom the qual i ty of the message for so many to "profess but not
B u t

/ the fact remains that each day that passes there are thousands andfl

p o s s e s s .

t h o u s a n d s o f a d d i t i o n a l c o m m i t t e d C h r i s t i a n s i n t h e w o r l d , a n d t h e s e a r e a

I n e v e r y s i t u a t i o n i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y w h e r eg r a d u a l b u t i n c r e a s i n g p e r c e n t a g e .

s t a t i s t i c a l s t u d i e s a r e p o s s i b l e , o n e i s e s p e c i a l l y i m p r e s s e d b y t h e s t r a t e g i c

r o l e w h i c h n o n - W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n s a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y a b l e t o p l a y . T h i s w o u l d

s e e m t o b e a n i r r e v e r s i b l e g a i n a s a f o u n d a t i o n f o r a n e w t h r u s t i n w o r l d m i s s i o n .

T h e p r o s p e c t s i n v i e w o f t h e s t a g g e r i n g c h a l l e n g e . K n o w i n g t h a t t h e C h r i s ¬

t i a n m o v e m e n t t o d a y i n c l u d e s a l a r g e r v i r i l e e l e m e n t t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , w o r k i s

m o r e w i d e l y d i s p e r s e d i n m o r e c u l t u r e s t h a n a t a n y p r e v i o u s p o i n t i n h i s t o r y . A n d

k n o w i n g t h a t G o d h a s n e v e r a s k e d u s t o d o w h a t w e c o u l d n o t d o , t h e s t a g g e r i n g

c h a l l e n g e o f 2 . 9 b i l l i o n n o n - C h r i s t i a n s p l u s o n e b i l l i o n n o m i n a l C h r i s t i a n s m u s t

n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d i m p o s s i b l e . I n v i e w o f t h e g r e a t I n c r e a s e o f i n t e r e s t i n

T h i r d W o r l d i n i t i a t i v e , w e m u s t b e m o r e o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t t h e f u t u r e t h a n a t

a n y p r e v i o u s t i m e .

W e ; . a r e s o b e r e d b y t h e t h o u g h t t h a t t h r e e m a m m o t h c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s —

t h e H i n d u s , t h e C h i n e s e a n d t h e M u s l i m s — h a v e y i e l d e d v e r y l i t t l e t o t h e C h r i s t i a n

T h i s i s t r u e a l s o o f s m a l l e r b l o c s s u c h a s t h e J a p a n e s e a n d o t h e r im o v e m e n t .

o f B u d d h i s t t r a d i t i o n . T h e r e i s n o t s p a c e i n t h i s p a p e r t o r e fl e c t u p o n t h e

s p e c i a l p r o b l e m s e a c h o f t h e s e g r o u p s p r e s e n t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e w o r l d o f

m i s s i o n s t o d a y i s f a i r l y fl o o d e d w i t h n e w a n d e n t e r p r i s i n g p r o p o s a l s f o r r e n e w e d

a p p r o a c h e s t o t h e s e b l o c s .

T l i e m o s t s e r i o u s l i m i t a t i o n t o o u r p r o s p e c t s d o e s n o t l i e i n o u r s p i r i t u a l

o r o u r p h y s i c a l r e s o u r c e s b u t i n o u r v i s i o n a n d o . u r w i l l i n g n e s s t o o b e y . T h e

ma jo r i t y o f Ch r i s t i ans a re no t i n te res ted se r i ous l y i n peop le who a re ou t o f
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B u t a l a r g e a n d f a i t h f u l m i n o r i t y I s h e l ds i g h t , a n d t h e y n e v e r h a v e b e e n .

b a c k t o d a y , n o t b e c a u s e o f a l a c k o f w i l l b u t b e c a u s e o f a l a c k o f v i s i o n . I t

i s c r u c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t f o r u s t o r e a l i z e t h a t l e s s t h a n 5 0 0 m i l l i o n o f t h e

2 . 9 b i l l i o n n o n - C h r i s t i a n s i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y a r e w i c h i n t h e r a n g e o f n o r m a l

e v a n g e l i s m o n t h e p a r t o f a n y c h u r c h o r m i s s i o n . W e m u s t r e a l i z e t h a t o n l y

c o m p l e x , c r o s s - c u l t u r a l t e c h n i q u e s v ; i l l b e c a p a b l e o f e f f e c t i v e l y p l a n t i n g t h e

c h u r c h o f . J e s u s C h r i s t a m o n g t h e r e m a i n i n g 2 . h b i l l i o n . I n J a n u a r y ' o f 1 9 8 0 t h e r e

w i l l b e a n o t h e r m a j o r c o n s u l t a t i o n o n w o r l d w i d e e v a n g e l i z a t i o n , a n d t h e r e w i l l

b e r e g i o n a l m e e t i n g s b e t w e e n n o w a n d t h e n . F o l l o w ' i n g t h e J a n u a r y c o n f e r e n c e

i n 1 9 8 0 , w h i c h w i l l c o v e r t h e e n t i r e s p e c t r u m o f e v a n g e l i s t i c c h a l l e n g e , w e

l o o k f o r w a r d t o a c o n f e r e n c e i n A u g u s t i n E d i n b i i r g , S c o t l a n d w h i c h w i l l f o c u s

exclus ively on miss ionary work among non-Chr is t ian peoples '—that is to say, v?ork

a m o n g t h e 2 , 4 b i l l i o n p e o p l e s w i t h i n w h o s e c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s t h e r e i s n o r e l e ¬

v a n t c h u r c h . This conference was proposed formal ly in 1974 by agroup of

missions professors meet ing at Wl ieaton Col lege, including one Aslan—David ChO.

I t i s t o f o l l o w t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e 1 9 1 0 c o n f e r e n c e w h i c h w a s c o n s t i t u t e d

b a s i c a l l y a . s a m e e t i n g o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f m i s s i o n s o c i e t i e s ( n o t c h u r c h e s ) a n d
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