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R a l p h D . V / i n t e r

F u l l e r F o r u m

S a n F r a n c i s c o & S e a t t l e

I ' m s u r e y o u h a v e h e a r d t h a t F u l l e r T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y h a s t h e o l o g i a n s ,

and now v^/ith the School of Psychology's recently accredited Ph. D. program

i n p s y c h o l o g y, y o u n o d o u b t a s s u m e t h a t F u l l e r h a s p s y c h o l o g i s t s . T h e

newest school , just five years o ld now, is the School of Wor ld Mission

and Insti tute of Church Growth, and you may not have realized that the

domina t ing academic d isc ip l ine in th is schoo l i s an th ropo logy. T h i s i s

n o t a s s t r a n g e a s i t s e e m s s i n c e t h e t a s k o f m i s s i o n s i s t o t r a n s m i t t h e

C h r i s t i a n f a i t h a c r o s s c u l t u r a l b a r r i e r s . Thus the s tudy o f d i f f e r i ng

c u l t u r e s - - w h i c h i s a p r i n c i p a l t a s k o f a n th r o p o l o g y — i s t h e a c a d e m i c

cal l ing of most of us on the facul ty of Wor ld Miss ions.

So that you' l l know the context f rom which Ispeak, let me say Just

a w o r d a b o u t t h i s n e w e s t o n e o f F u l l e r ' s t h r e e s e m i - a u t o n o m o u s s c h o o l s .

T h i s t h i r d s c h o o l i s n ' t v e r y l a r g e - - w e ' l l h a v e o n l y s i x f u l l - t i m e p r o ¬

f e s s o r s b y t h e f a l l o f 1 9 7 0 - - b u t i t i s b y f a r t h e l a r g e s t c e n t e r o f

a d v a n c e d s t u d i e s o f t h e C h r i s t i a n W o r l d M i s s i o n a n y w h e r e i n t h e w o r l d .

C a t h o l i c o r P r o t e s t a n t . We are not bragging—we're complaining. V / e h a v e

t o p r o d u c e a l l o u r o w n t e x t b o o k s , i n e f f e c t . T h e r e n e e d s t o b e f a r m o r e

work of this type--when you real ize how large an operat ion overseas

m i s s i o n s r e a 1 l y a r e . Thir ty scholar ly books, however, have issued f rom

this school in the past five years, and they are now appearing at about

O n e r e a s o n f o r t h i s i s t h a t o u r s t u d e n t s a r e a l m o s t a l lt e n a y e a r .
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c a r e e r m i s s i o n a r i e s o r e x p e r i e n c e d o v e r s e a s n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s . T h e s e

p e o p l e a r e n o t b e g i n n i n g a c a r e e r b u t a r e s t o p p i n g o f f i n m i d - c a r e e r

for advanced studies. T l iey teach usi Every one of them br ings data

w e d o n ' t h a v e . T h i s i s s t u d i e d , i n t e r p r e t e d , a d d e d t o k n o w l e d g e g a i n e d

i n c l a s s e s h e r e a n d t h e n w r i t t e n u p a n d p u b l i s h e d f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f

T h u s f a r w e h a v e h a d 2 6 G s t u d e n t s , f r o m 7 0 c o u n t r i e s .o t h e r w o r k e r s .

a n d d i f f e r e n t C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i o n s . They are now back on their job

as the key agents of what amounts to apotent, world-wide network, con¬

centra t ing on the growth of the Chr is t ian church in every count ry o f

t h e w o r l d .

THE MYSTERY OF "CULTURE I i

I I o f c o u r s e , i n c l u d e s t h e U . S . a l t h o u g h I m u s t a tE v e r y c o u n t r y.

t h e o u t s e t c o n f e s s t h a t i n o u r w o r k w e c o n c e n t r a t e m o s t l y o n t h e g r o w t h

o f t h e c h u r c h i n n o n - W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s . I f f o r n o o t h e r r e a s o n , m e r e l y

b y b e i n g i n v i t e d t o a F u l l e r F o r u m , a n d h a v i n g t o g i v e a t a l k o n t h i s

subject, we are having to face the U.S. now and then at least. I n

order to speak on the subject "An Anthropologist Looks at the American

Ishou ld perhaps po in t ou t tha t there a re var ious k inds o fC h u r c h ,

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s , a n d s o m e o f t h e m d o n ' t l o o k a t c h u r c h e s . T h e r e a r e

anthropologists who look at bones, there are anthropologists who run

I Ia round measur ing people 's heads and ca lcu la t ing a"cephal ic index.

The re a re an th ropo log i s t s who spec ia l i ze i n l i ngu i s t i cs . T h e r e a r e

v a r i o u s fi e l d s o f a n t h r o p o l o g y , b u t o n e o f t h e m o s t p o p u l a r fi e l d s .

and the one that we have specia l ized on, is cu l tura l anthropology.

Cu l tu ra l an th ropo log is ts a re no t i n te res ted in bones , they a re in te¬

r e s t e d i n c u l t u r e . C u l t u r e ? V ? h a t ' s t h a t ? V J e d o n o t s p e a k h e r e o f c u l t u r e s
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of germs on asaucer deve lop ing s t ra ins o f bac ter ia . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f

human cultures cannot be seen through amicroscope. C u l t u r e , a s w e

s p e a k o f i t c o n s i s t s o f i n v i s i b l e p a t t e r n s o f h u m a n h a b i t s a n d r e l a -

t i onsh ips - - the func t ion and s t ruc tu re o f g roups wh ich un t i l recen t l y we

have not rea l ly been carefu l ly analys ing and s tudy ing. A c u l t u r a l

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , t h e r e f o r e , s e e s c u l t u r e a s a t h i n g . N o t a s a d e a d

thi ng bu t as achang ing , flex ib le o r deve lop ing th i ng , and a t remen¬

dous ly power fu l th ing . I t i s n o t 1 i k e a c l o u d o f s m o k e t h a t o v e r w h e l m s

p e o p l e o r a s p h y x i a t e s t h e m b u t i t i s a n u n s e e n f o r c e w h i c h c o n t r o l s $ 5

p e r c e n t o f e v e r y t h i n g w e d o o r s a y o r t h i n k . I t i s a f o r c e w h i c h l i k e

t he wa te r i n wh i ch afish sw ims i s t o ta l l y unno t i ced . The average

p e r s o n w i l l n e v e r n o t i c e w h a t c u l t u r e i s u n t i l h e m o v e s o u t s i d e o f h i s

o w n c u l t u r e . M y y o u n g e r b r o t h e r d i d a d i s s e r t a t i o n o n t h e c u l t u r e

shock o f Amer ican pro fessors teach ing in fore ign count r ies . T h a t ' s

h o w y o u fi n d o u t w h a t y o u r c u l t u r e i s — w h e n y o u g e t i n t o a n o t h e r s i t -

V/el l , now, the American Church unt i l recent ly has not facedu a t i o n .

s q u a r e l y t h i s m a t t e r o f d i v e r s i t y o f c u l t u r e w i t h i n i t s m i d s t , a n d s o

i n t e r m s o f t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t a n d h i s p r e e m i n e n t c o n c e r n , i t s e e m s t o

m e t h a t o u r t o p i c h e r e t o d a y m u s t r e v o l v e a r o u n d t h e p h e n o m e n o n o f

cu l tu re and sub-cu l tu re and the d ive rs i t y o f cu l tu re w i th in Amer ican

C e r t a i n l y w h e n I l o o k a t t h e A m e r i c a n C h u r c h I fi r s t o f a l ls o c i e t y .

n o t i c e t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n c u l t u r e a n d w o n d e r h o w t h e c h u r c h c a n s e e

these differences, and 1wonder how best we might tackle and deal with

t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s .

THE ENIGMA OF CULTURAL PLURALISM

We have ag i r lL e t m e r e f e r t o t h e f o r e i g n fi e l d f o r a s e c o n d .
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studying with us now who is about 3S or 40, and who has battered against

a l l k ind o f obs tac les fi rs t as awoman, then because o f hav ing acas te

Hindu background. S h e i s s t i l l i n t h e g o o d g r a c e s o f t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

o f A n d h r a P r a d e s h i n I n d i a . B u t w a i t u n t i l h e r b o o k i s p u b l i s h e d ! H e r

t h e s i s i s t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e a n e w d e s i g n , a s p e c i a l d e s i g n , a p a r t i ¬

cu lar, spec ific des ign o f achurch fo r those peop le o f cas te H indu back¬

g r o u n d . Mow th is is ade l icate sub ject so that is v -^hy Iam in t roduc ing

i t w i t h a f o r e i g n i l l u s t r a t i o n . As soon as you say tha t someone shou ld

des ign , o r even a l low to emerge ad i f fe ren t k ind o f achurch fo r peop le

with Caste Hindu backgrounds, somebody always raises ared flag and says
11 V /e l l t h i s i s the ques t ion .

The antl iropologi St tends to feel that Americans have been l iving in a

Now wa i t aminu te , th is i s segrega t ion . 11

k ind o f amytho log ica l Va lha l la in wh ich , accord ing to the Amer ican

theme of the melt ing pot, we have tr ied to do away with al l cul tural

d i f fe rences and rac ia l d i f fe rences and i t has on ly been recen t l y tha t

we have discovered that v^e are not going to succeed. T h a t t h e r e a r e t w o

c o m m o n l y k n o w n s o l u t i o n s t o t h i s p r o b l e m . T h e o n e i s t h e " a l l - A m e r i c a n "

so lu t i on wh ich i s t o f o rge r i gh t s t ra igh t ahead i n t he o ld - fash ioned i n -

tegra t ion is t perspect ive and somehow to do away wi th a l l d is t inc t ions.

Do away wi th a l l subcu l tu res and i f poss ib le , a l l races.

One of our friends in Pasadena was circulating apetition recently

to get people to back the mandatory bussing proposals in Pasadena and

v\/hen he came to my office to ask for my signature, Iwas asking him why

he was interested in this petition being signed, and this man is avery

l iberal minded, good hearted and devoted Christ ian person. I fi n a l l y

g o t o u t o f h i m t h i s s t a t e m e n t : 'Look I 'm not trying to emphasize the
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d i f f e r e n c e s i n A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y , I ' m t r y i n g t o e l i m i n a t e t h e m . I ‘ m n o t

really so concerned about the Blacks in Pasadena; what Iwant them to do

I w a n t t o g e t r i d o f t h i s B l a c k c u l t u r e .i s b e c o m e A m e r i c a n s . I w a n t

t o d o a w a y w i t h i t a n d t h e s o o n e r t h e b e t t e r . " I c o u l d s e e t h a t t h e r e

was as l igh t l y d i f fe ren t po in t o f v iew on my par t s imp ly because I 'm

a n a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , p e r h a p s i n p a r t b e c a u s e I v ^ r o r k e d o v e r s e a s , a n d i n

part because Ispent ten years in Guatemala defending the Indians against

asomewhat ty rann ica l ass imi la t ion po l icy on the par t o f the Span ish¬

speak ing people in that count ry.

Mow th is is , o f course, aproblem which Iam not go ing to so lve today

b u t l e t m e s k e t c h t h e o p p o s i t e e x t r e m e . G r a n t e d t h a t t h e o l d e r A m e r i c a n

solut ion is to do away V'^ i th a l l d i fferences, cul tural and even racia l .

The opposite extreme is to demand total independence of the several

h u m a n r a c e s , a n d o n r a c i a l g r o u n d s . T h i s i s a p p a r e n t l y t h e p o l i c y i n

A p a r t h e i dT h e i d e a i s t o k e e p e a c h p e o p l e s e p a r a t e .S o u t h A f r i c a .

( though I 'm sure that th is isn ' t a fu l ly fa i r s impl ificat ion of that

program) v^ould seem to some observers to be precisely the belief that

T h i s i s o b v i o u s l yman v> ;as c rea ted to be sepa ra te and to s tay sepa ra te .

the oppos i te ex t reme f rom the in teg ra t ion i s t . M o w b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o

e x t r e m e s t l i e r e s e e m s t o m e t o b e a d i f f e r e n t s o l u t i o n w h i c h i s t h a t o i

t h e B i b l e .

CULTURAL DIFFERENCES IN THE B IBLE

The Apost le Paul bumped in to the rac ia l and cu l tura l d i f ferences

between the Greeks and the Jews; he was in many ways bicultural himself.

To some extent he was aJew by family, and aGreek by town. He spoke

G r e e k a s w e l l a s a f o r m o f H e b r e w ; h e w a s a c i r c u m c i z e d J e w b u t a l s o a
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R o m a n c i t i z e n . T h e r e w e r e , h o w e v e r , J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s w h o i n a l l d e v o ¬

t i o n t o C h r i s t a n d i n a l l s i n c e r i t y u t t e r l y d i s a g r e e d w i t h P a u l . I

remember in Sunday School days hearing about the men who followed

af ter the Apost le and t r ied to t r ip up the work he had done. They

w e r e c a l l e d J u d a i z e r s . They told his converts he was not requir¬

ing them to be Jewish enough. H e d i d t e l l t h o s e G r e e k c o n v e r t s t h a t

the i r l iber ty in Chr is t a l lowed them not to have to dance the j ig o f

t h e J e w i s h c u l t u r e . F o r o n e t h i n g , t h e y d i d n ' t h a v e t o b e c i r c u m c i s e d .

T h a t i s t h e m o s t c r u c i a l e l e m e n t i n t h e J u d a i z e r s c h e m e , b u t t h e r e

were hundreds of other Jewish things that they didn' t have to do. I n

aword, they didn' t have to be Jewish to be acceptable to God. Y e t

whi le this was Paul 's theme song, not even the Jewish Christ ians

understood him. This Ididn't learn in Sunday School. When Igot to

seminary Ifound out that the Judaizers were actually sincere Jewish

Christians. They were following after Paul in their Jewishness and

saying "Well, Paul, you are letting these people to be heathen. They

are not following the same ritual calendar that we are following" and

so on and so on. And so Paul came out with aclassic statement, "Look, 11

h e s a i d . i n J e s u s C h r i s t , t h e r e i s n e i t h e r J e w n o r G r e e k n o r C e l t n o r

S c y t h i a n . I I Now, you ' l l no te tha t Iam say ing Ce l t i ns tead o f ba rbar ian .

s ince the word the Greeks used for the Galat ians, or the Galatoi , is

aderivative of the word Gaul .and these Galatians were actually aCel¬

t i c m e t e o r t h a t w a s i m b e d d e d i n t h e m i d d l e o f A s i a M i n o r . Accord ing

to Jerome, as late as the fourth century, they spoke two languages,

(This may help explain how Christianity got toone aCe l t i c t ongue .

Ireland so surprisingly early, but that would be atangent!) They

spoke Greek and they spoke also their own Celtic tongue which would
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T h u s P a u l a f fi r m e d " T h e s e G a l a t i a n sb e a k i n t o G a e l i c i n I r e l a n d t o d a y .

They don't have toc a n s t i l l b e G a l a t i a n s a n d b e a c c e p t a b l e t o G o d .

I Ibecome Jews , no ma t te r wha t t he Jews say.

CULTURAL DIFFERENCES IN THE REFORMATION

The most beaut i fu l s ta tement o f tha t ex t reme, typ ica l l y Jewish ,

position of assimilation is Shoenfield's recent book Those Incredible

Christians (meaning you can't believe the Christians. The publisher

dreamed up the t i t le, I 'm sure.) I t is aski l l ful analysis by a

Jewish rabbi of the v>/ay in which Paul perverted the Jewish faith, made

i t Greek - - th i s i s Shoenfie ld ' s pe rspec t i ve abou t t he who le th ing . Now

there have been other Shoenfields among the Christians. There were some

Roman Shoenfields later on who went up into the Teutonic area of Northern

Europe. They told the Germans "If you are really going to be Christian

you are going to have to be Roman and speak Latin.

Germanic territory into aRoman Christian province and this stuck for

1,000 years. But there came aday when those Germanic peoples said.

Look we ought to be able to speak German and be Christians," and Luther

translated the Bible into German. That was after he went to Rome and found

They made the whole! I

M

T h i s u g l y e x p e r i e n c e m a yout how they hated the Germans down in Rome.

He may have gone down aRomanh a v e a f f e c t e d h i s p e r s p e c t i v e a l i t t l e .

T h e y c a l l e d h i m a " t e d e s c o " -Cathol ic, but he came back aGerman Christ ian.

o r " J a p " i n o u rt h a t w a s a w o r d w h i c h w a s a d e r i s i v e t e r m l i k e " w o p I I

he couldn ' t even speak Lat in wi th the r ightl a n g u a g e . A s a " t e d e s c o .

H e w e n t h o m e o f f e n d e d , h u m i l i a t e d ,accent , so they snickered at h im.

angered and he started anational church for the Germans.

H i s n e w c h u r c h d e v e l o p e d i t s o w n a u t o n o m y.

H e t h r e w t h e

T h e nR o m a n m i s s i o n a r i e s o u t .
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i t eventual ly put back agood deal of the structure that was Roman,

as far as Diocese and Bishops and so on were concerned--a1 though for

fi f t y yea rs t hey he ld o f f f r om even t h i s .

Now the Reformation has happened all over again, all over the

■ w o r l d . I t i s h a p p e n i n g i n t h i s c o u n t r y . I t happens wherever some

na t iona l g roup fina l l y flexes i t s musc les and says 11 Look we a re go ing

to be ourselves and we are confident that we wi l l be acceptable to

God the way we are. I I I n I n d i a t o d a y , t h e g r e a t c r i s i s i n m i s s i o n

strategy is the quest ion which this v>/oman Iment ioned is wri t ing up:

Vihether the Hindus are going to be a1)le to be culturally Hindu and

sti l l be acceptable to God, or do they have to become Hari jan--the

r e s p e c t a b l e t e r m b y w h i c h G h a n d i r e f e r r e d t o t h e U n t o u c h a b l e s . T h a t

is, do the Caste Hindus have to go and be baptised in the Harijan

C h u r c h a n d t a k e o v e r t h e H a r i j a n c u l t u r e , w h i c h m e a n s , f o r e x a m p l e .

e a t i n g m e a t . T h i s w o m a n t o l d h o w s h e v o m i t e d a n d v o m i t e d a f t e r s h e

w a s f o r c e d t o e a t m e a t a t t h e t i m e s h e b e c a m e a C h r i s t i a n a n d h o w

m a n y y e a r s i t t o o k h e r t o b e a b l e t o h o l d i t d o w n . N o w s h e h a s d e c i ¬

d e d . f o l l o w i n g e x t e n s i v e B i b l i c a l a n d t h e o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g , t h a t y o u

d o n ' t h a v e t o e a t m e a t t o b e a C h r i s t i a n . Now, ^might say "V\ /e l l

l o o k h e r e m e a t i s a g o o d f o o d . B u t w h y n o t l e t t h e m d e c i d e ? A f t e r

1,000 years if they want to eat meat, let them eat meat. I t s e e m s

t o m e f o r a c e r t a i n p e r i o d t h e y o u g h t t o b e a b l e t o d e c i d e f o r t h e m -

W e l l , t h e q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r o r n o t v i e a r es e l v e s i n t h e s e m a t t e r s .

rea l ly go ing to be ab le to a l low or c reate subcu l tu ra l churches is

o b v i o u s l y a v e r y v i t a l q u e s t i o n .
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CULTURAL DIFFERENCES IN THE U.S . TODAY

In Los Angeles, v- jh ich Iknow bet ter than Seat t le , Presbyter ians wi th

a l l t h e i r g o o d - h e a r t e d l i b e r a l p e r s p e c t i v e h a v e v e r y s i m p l y s t i fl e d t h e

i n i t i a t i v e o f t h e S p a n i s h c h u r c h e s . O n e r e a s o n i s b e c a u s e t h o s e S p a n i s h

c h u r c h e s c a n s e n d a l l t h e i r e l d e r s a n d p a s t o r s t o P r e s b y t e r y a n d n e v e r b e

O u r F o u n d i n g F a t h e r s i n t h i s c o u n t r y d e v e -able to vote anyth ing through.

loped asystem of government which in those days, at least, al lowed even

asmal l S ta te to have an equa l vo te in the Senate w i th a la rge s ta te . T h o s e

States have now lost a l l o f thei r cu l tura l cast and our Senate no longer

r e fl e c t s s u b c u l t u r e s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a s i t o n c e d i d . F r o m a n a n t h r o ¬

pologist's point of view, the Senate should be readjusted now so as to

represent the minority cultures of our country, no longer the States of

the Union, because the States are now by and large mixed as far as sub-

S c h o o l B o a r d s , t o o , o u g h t n o t t o w a i t u n t i l t h ec u l t u r e s a r e c o n c e r n e d .

Black population can get 51% of the vote before it can get asingle Black

The Blacks ought to be al lotted amember simply

because o f the subcu l tu ra l i den t i t y and leg i t imacy o f the i r g roup .

m e m b e r o n t h e B o a r d .

i I O k a y , b u t I a mYou say "V/ell this is going to be hard to work out.

no t r ea l l y t a l k i ng abou t secu la r soc i e t y, I am ta l k i ng abou t t he chu rch .

l \ M 11 C h r i s t i a n d e n o m i n a t i o n s e v e r a l l o w s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h i n t h e i r

s t r u c t u r e t h a t w i l l r e a l l y g i v e a v o i c e t o t h e v a r i o u s m i n o r i t i e s ? V / i 11

they? They aren't now. They are Just straight forward, old fashioned

Amer ican be l ievers in as impl is t ic type o f democracy which mere ly requ i res

a51% vote, and Iknow of noth ing more as in ine than a51% vote in aGeneral

Assembly of my church to carry some important issue across which 49% of

T h i s i s n o t m a t u r i t y, o r p l u r a l i s t i cthe people are very much opposed to.

T h e r e a r e i s s u e s t h a t d o n o t h a v e t o b e d e t e r m i n e d b ys o p h i s t i c a t i o n !
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51% of the people, and we have got to come to adifferent point of

v i e w a b o u t s i m p l i s t i c d e m o c r a c y.

D I V E R S I T Y A N D S Y M P H O N Y

V/e11 now, coming back to the two ex t remes . E i t h e r t o i n t e g r a t e

everybody and to smooth out a l l o f the d i f ferences, or to mainta in

every ethnic group separately without any communicat ion is hopeless.

T h e r e i s a n i n t e r d e p e n d -these are obviously nonfunct ional ext remes.

F o r e x a m p l e , i n a s y m p h o n ye n c e , I f e e l , w h i c h w o u l d b e f a r b e t t e r .

orchestra, you have aplace for the piccolo, for the oboe, for the

They each have aline in that score which belongs to them.

I t i s t he i r pa r t t o p lay and i t i sn ' t ama t te r o f how many p laye rs

But now Imagine asymphony orchestra being

broken up and scattered across the earth, and then much later somehow

c l a r i n e t .

t h e r e a r e o f t h e i r k i n d .

redeemed; l i t t le by l i t t le and as each new instrument comes back into

Instead of sayingt h i s o r c h e s t r a , i t b r i n g s a p a r t i c u l a r s k i l l w i t h i t .

Now look we are violins here, you throwto the piccolo when he comes in I I

V/e would say "No. Yours is theI Ithat instrument down and play ours.

Vie need your part icular note, your emphasis, youri n s t r u m e n t w e w a n t .

perspective, your way of life must be different in order to be most

Just one more v io l in be ing p layed by a former p icco lo p layerh e l p f u l .

The more instruments we get, the better the1 1 1i s n o t w h a t w e w a n t :

sound o f th is who le th ing, the more near ly we can fu lfi l l the in ten¬

tions of the original musical score written by the living God. N o w

I n A r n e r i c a ,l e t ' s f a c e i t , v e r y d i v e r s i fi e d a c r o s s t h e e a r t h .w e a r e .

don't even begin to realize the diversification of the human

We can' t qui te figure out those Pygmies; they are very short

w e

s p e c i e s .
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Or those ■l.'£'tus is who ns ke- the world's best basketball Tlsyers,p c : e .

living right along side of the Pygmies in amutually helpful symbiosis as

the anthropologists put it, in which each really depends upon the other.

How unfortunate to miss the possibi l i t ies of symbiosis, or symphony as

Ihave called it, and to suppose that you have to melt everybody down

Beyond theI IAs Daniel Moynihan put i t , ue areo r e l s e j u s t g i v e u p .

m e l t i n g p o t .

Mow the real difficulty is not on adenominational level,

be perfectly possible, though Idon't know whether it is going to happen

or not, for the minorities of my church to have areal voice whether or

a n d t h e c h u r c h h a d b e t t e r f a c e t h i s f a c t t o o .i I

I t w o u 1 d

To some extent , o f course, th is isnot they carry 51% of the vote.

B u t w h a talready happening not by rule but by working around the rules.

Should congregations be culturally mixed? Iabout the congregat ion?

know you'll ask me and Imight as well anticipate the questions. I t

Asma l l congrega t ion i s onedepends on how large they are, of course,

case, the large church another,

of God student, was telling me that in their church there are quite a

few college people now and they would like to bring their friends but

A s t u d e n t a t F u l l e r w h o i s a n A s s e m b l i e s

the i r min is ter isn ' t aco l lege graduate and i t i s increas ing ly d i fficu l t

for them to expand on that level of society as long as their church is

So I to ld h im "V/hy don' t you star t arun by people of another level,

church Just for college graduates, for college people?' ' O h , I I h e s a i d ,

O n e o f t h e i m m e d i a t e p r o b l e m s i s t h a t c h u r c h11I n e v e r t h o u g h t o f t h a t .I I

people in this country are really quite out of it vvhen it comes to

They get a l l confused about the d i f ferenceknowing how to start achurch,

betvjeen achurch organization and achurch building. You can t ramp a11

over Southern Cal i forn ia and perhaps not find asingle man who can te l l
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you precisely and concretely hov\< to start aPresbyterian Church.

Yo u w o u l d n ' t t h i n k i t w a s s o c o m p l i c a t e d .

I t

i s a l m o s t a l o s t a r t .

when outs ide of the U.S. , i t is embarrassing to note, there is a

whole new denomination every day being born somewhere in the world,

while during the same period in the U.S. afew tired old denominations

have been figuring out how to reduce their number!

proliferation is arun-away movement in the ivorld, much more pro-

D e n o m i n a t i o n a 1

minent than merger. How many different churches do you think there

a r e i n A f r i c a ? I d o n ' t m e a n l o c a l c h u r c h e s , b u t d e n o m i n a t i o n s ? T h e r e

are over 6,000 by the latest count, 650 of them planted by foreigners,

T h e s e A f r i c a n I n d e p e n d -while almost 6,000 are home grown in Africa.

ent Churches, as they are called, are so radically different from

each other that it is utterly ridiculous to speak, for instance, of

In o ther words, human d ivers i ty is increas inga s i n g l e B l a c k c u l t u r e .

i t i s i n c r e a s i n g o v e r s e a s .not decreasing in the Chr is t ian Church,

a n d i t w i l l n o d o u b t c o n t i n u e t o i n c r e a s e i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

IS DIVERSITY PERf' IAl ' IEMT?

O n e r e a s o n w e b e l i e v e t h i s i s t h e b l u n t f a c t t h a t a f t e r a l l t h e s e

years the English haven't gotten rid of the Welsh, the Northern Scot-

The French haven' t got ten r id of the Br i tons nort i s h n o r t h e I r i s h .

The Spanish get 64% of their taxes from t!. '* '- ' indus-the Basques ,

trial area, V'jhile only 5% of their tax money goes back to that area

(so one Jesuit priest told me). T h i s i s t h e b a s i s o f a l i t t l e b i t

The Basques sayof unpleasantness in the northern part of Spain,

that four provinces in Spain plus three in France ought to be one.

Yo u p r o b a b l y r e a dfour plus three equals one.I IBy their "new math.
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Do you think the Basques and thet h i s i n T i m e M a g a z i n e a f e w w e e k s a g o .

other European minorities will gain greater autonomy?

These are the questions that affect the church

because the parallel problem exists within the church, and Ibelieve

Yet for aBasque person on the

'4 p lus :equa ls 1

T h a t ' s h o w d e l i c a t e t h e s e i s s u e s a r e .

Do you think this

i s t h e w i 1 1 o f G o d ?

w i l l b e s o l v e d fi r s t w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h .

I I w o u l d b eSpanish side to utter in public the phrase

tantamount to commit ing suic ide.

Of course ethnic d i fferences are not a l l the church must cope wi th.

\-le a1readyThere is, of course, the problem of age interdependence,

have s t ra t ificat ion in the church accord ing to age and accord ing to sex.

That list of things that Paul mentioned (Jew, Greek, barbarian, etc.)
N e i t h e r a r e t h e s e d i f f e r -i n c l u d e s m a l e a n d f e m a l e , a s a m a t t e r o f f a c t .

ences supposed to disappear, even in the long run, although Isuppose the

W e a r e a l s o s t r a t i fi e d a c c o r d i n g t o b u s i n e s s .femin is ts are work ing on i t . '

Your group here today is quite astratified group, not only by sex but by

In urban society men no longer l iveway of l i fe to some great extent ,

where they reside, and the church must pursue people beyond the limits of
M e a n w h i l e o u r c h u r c h e s a r e g r o w -t h e s o - c a l l e d r e s i d e n t i a l c o n g r e g a t i o n .

A b i g c i t y c h u r c hing bigger but not more diversified and decentralized,

wi l l have the same st ructure as av i l lage church used to have. A C o n g r e ¬

gational Church in Pasadena may have the same basic committee structure

as was devised for a l i t t le v i l lage church back in New England 200 years

ago. Yet, it has 2,400 members and can't effectively operate that way.

Any one who runs abusiness knows that as the business gets bigger, you

don't just get fatter, you diversify and in the business world this kind

o f d i v e r s i fi c a t i o n i s n o t a l o s t a r t . B u t i t i s a n u n d i s c o v e r e d a r t i n
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t h e t r a d i t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h a n d I t h i n k a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s c o u l d h e l p a t

t h i s p o i n t a s w e l l .

( I i s becom ingO u r a g e s t r a t i fi c a t i o n , c a l l e d t h e ' g e n e r a t i o n g a p ,

I t i s o n e o f t h o s e b u i l t - i n t e a c h e r s o f d i v e r -i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f fi c u l t .

sity that God has handed us and we cannot escape it. We m i g h t s a y t h a t

I t h i n k t h a t i t w o u l deverybody in the world should speak one language.

I t w o u l d b e t h e s a m e k i n d o f a n e r r o rb e a g r e a t e r r o r t o s u g g e s t i t .

to say that only one company should make automobiles for this country.

but even if we would say that, we cannot wish away the different ages.

The nuc lear fami l y in the an th ropo log ica l ph rase , the mother, fa ther.

a n d t h e c h i l d r e n a r e a l m o s t i n e v i t a b l y a d i v e r s e g r o u p . You have go t

You have got age-divers i tys e x - d i v e r s i t y i n t h e p a r e n t s , r i g h t t h e r e .

between the parents and the chi ldren, and then I 've got four daughters

T h e r e a r e f a n t a s t i c i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r -t h a t a r e o n l y t w o y e a r s a p a r t .

My second daughter is by no means com-e n c e s b e t w e e n t h o s e d a u g h t e r s .

You just cannot make the same familypa rab le to my fi rs t daugh te r.

T h i s d i v e r s i t y s o m e h o w i s i r r e s i s t i b l e .plans to please both daughters.

V^hat is God trying to teach us?

CONCLUSION-OR ABRUPT STOP?

The Christian anthropologist would say, let's not suffer diversi-

L e t ' s n o t c o n s i d e rLet 's be happy about i t .t y , l e t ' s p r o fi t f r o m i t .

L e t ' s r e j o i c e i n t h e d i v e r s i t yL e t ' s r e j o i c e i n i t .i t a n u i s a n c e .

L e t ' s r e j o i c e i n t h e d i v e r s i t y o f a l lo f a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t fl o w e r s .

Now Iam not rea l l y ta lk ing about race .t h e d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f p e o p l e .

I d o n ' t t h i n k r a c e s a r e h a l f a s i m p o r t a n t a s d i f f e r e n c e s i n c u l t u r e .

As far as Iam concerned the race aman has is a lmost i r re levant in

determining the kind of cultural contribution he is going to make.
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Most American Negroes for instance are not anywhere near African enough to

give us the kind of flavor we need from Africa,

could give an American flavor to Africa that no African can give,

this diversity and, incidentally, it is no longer true that vsfe send mission-
D i d i t e v e r

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e y

I 7 e n e e d

We are sending missionaries now to get.a r i e s j u s t t o g i v e .

occur to you that we are not merely the custodians of all Christian truth

and we just send it abroad in packages for lucky people to open up and
We cannot pu l l th is o ffI7e are merely the v io l in sect ion.r e j o i c e i n ?

without clarinets and trombones and tubas and piccoloes and oboes and all

the rest, and this is what we have to come to recognize: our church,

American church, our lily white church, whatever kind of achurch it is,

whether it is Japanese or Spanish or whatever, is not sufficient in itself.

Acreative interdependence is adimension v^hich we must add to what we've

Now Idon' t know how th is a l l sounds but at least th is is where I

o u r

g o t .

must s top for your react ions.

REACTIONS

What about the statement about the flavor we need from Afr ica, in
reference to the Negro?
h a v e t o o m u c h o f t h a t .

1 .
iwould l ike to suggest that perhaps we

(Dr. Winter) What makes you say that?

(d continued) Well, Ithink that the minority groups need to shoulder a
If we take them as agroup, some of the Blacksl i t t l e r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y .

are in the forefront of all the polite versions of the civil disobedience
that are presently causing grief.

in the first place, Idon't think this disturbance is from Africa,
T h e r e

W e l l ,

because the American Blacks are hardly African except racially,

is, Ithink, avaluable distinctive part of their tradition v>;hich is

S e c o n d l y , I d o n ' ts t i l l A f r i c a n , b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k i t i s p r o m i n e n t .
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think the problem they are causing us is of-their-making 100% by any

My basic perspective is that if our governmental system had

main ta ined i t s o r ig ina l ins igh t , wh ich i t had when the Senate was fi rs t

developed, these people would have had alegitimate means of self¬

m e a n s .

B u t w e W h i t e s h a v e b e e n l i k e t h e m a n w h o w a n t e d m e t oe x p r e s s i o n .

s i g n t h e p e t i t i o n . V/e want to get rid of these people rather than

t o a s k t h e m t o c o n t r i b u t e t o u s . N o w i t i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f m o s t

tribes and cultures, our ov'jn included, that we don't really think we

need anybody else's influence; but Iwould suggest that \-jhat we don't

think we need is perhaps very important to us. i n f a c t , l e t ' s f a c e

it, ^^/e Americans have raided and borrowed and bought and gotten cul¬

tural riches from every part of the earth and profited immensely from

The very diversity of the elements coming to America has provi¬

ded a r i chness , ac rea t i v i t y and an i ns i gh t t ha t we cou ld no t eve r

otherwise have had, so that now is no time for us to be squelching

an element of determined var iety in our own populat ion,

l y, these a re d is tu rb ing e lements .

i t .

N o w , o b v i o u s -

I a m n o t h a p p y a b o u t t h e v i o l e n c e .

o r t h e i m m e d i a t e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e d i s t u r b a n c e b u t I f e e l t h a t i t i s

amuch l a rge r p rob lem tha t I don ' t f ee l w i l l be so l ved by s imp le

p o l i c e a c t i o n .

2 . What do you suggest we do about the generation gap?
t h e y o u n g p e o p l e s h o u l d h a v e s e p a r a t e c h u r c h e s ?

D o y o u t h i n k

Y e s , I t h i n k s o . I th ink we 've a l ready come very c lose to th i s in

our church young peop le ' s ac t i v i t i es . In the i r separate meet ings

t h e y a l m o s t a c t a s i f t h e r e i s n o o t h e r c h u r c h . B u t r e m e m b e r t h a t

I d o n ' t b e l i e v e , a s I t r i e d t o s a y, i n t o t a l l y i n d e p e n d e n t c h u r c h e s .

I t h ink i t ' s r i d i cu lous fo r young peop le to go on mee t ing by
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t h e m s e l v e s a l l t h e t i m e a n d n e v e r c o m e t o a l a r g e r m e e t i n g w h e r e t h e

interdeijendence of the various ages can be manifested. I n o t h e r w o r d s , I

actually object to the degree of segregation age-wise in our American

\ l e n e e d b o t h s e g r e g a t i o n a n d

Ayoung person who comes to Christ, for example, has got to

H e h a s

I t h i n k i t i s a t e r r i b l e t h i n g .c h u r c h e s .

i n t e g r a t i o n .

accept the diversity of age groups as part of his Christian call,

got to lay down on the altar his own personal preferences and inclinations
He's got to beat the crucial point of his relation to the older people,

able to say that he will follow Christ and that he will love older people.

It is not enough for older people to love younger people, younger people—

part of their Christian calling--are going to have to love older people;

but under our present structure there is no organized possibility for this.

In effect, we abandon the young people to their own thing and by institu-

a s

t ional forms wall them off from any feedback to us except as it comes up

T h e r eAt that po in t we decry the i r response.i n t h e f o r m o f d i s t u r b a n c e s .

is no built-in interdependence in our structures, and Ithink this is the

By separate churches 1don't mean the kind of isola-

As wi th a l l o ther sub-cul tures (such as business men).

u n f o r t u n a t e t h i n g .

t i o n w e ' v e g o t n o v 7 .

we need "moda l " separa t ion w i th in abas ic in teg ra t ion .

3. How do we integrate and how much can we get from this new breed of cat
that has come at us. Hippies and so forth? How do we get those people
i n t o t h e s t r e a m o f o u r s o c i e t y ?

I w o u l d n o t b e i n f a v o r o f g e t t i n g r i d o f t h e i r p a r t i c u -L e t m e s a y t h i s .

You see , t he re i s ave ry s imp le p r im i t i ve p rocess o f e l im i -l a r e m p h a s i s ,

nat ing differences which Idon't think is Christ ian,

has something to contribute to us, and most of all if he can maintain some

1 t h i n k t h e H i p p i e

k ind o f soc ia l expe r imen t wh ich w i l l p rov ide the re la t i ve separa t i on tha t

Iw i l l g ive you an example .w i l l a l l o w t h e c r e a t i v i t y o f h i s c u l t u r e .

- 1 7 -



Billy Graham went to London and he won thousands of people to Christ,

among others, acouple of thousand Mods and Rockers.

1 d o n ' t k n o w w h a t h a s h a p p e n e d t o t h o s e

N o w t h e r e a r e

t w o t r i b e s r i g h t t h e r e .

! k n o w w h a t I v - j o u l d h a v e d o n e .Bu t as a fo re ign m iss iona ry

Iwould have not tried to put those Mods in the local church,

have said, let's guide the development of local church government

among these Mods, let's have aRocker's church, too.

these people to use their own musical instruments, their own way of

talking and their ov-jn insight, and let them go where they want to go,

in Christ. Overseas this is what we have finally to say to the Hindu.

c o n v e r t s .

I w o u 1 d

L e t ' s a l l o w

This is vjhat we have to say to all 700 different tribes in Africa.

They will eventually come out who knows where, but to simply say to

the Masai tribespeople that you are going to have to pay $5.00 every

time that we catch you not wearing trousers, like the present Tanzan-

i s n o t t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h e M a s a i p r o b l e m

I f w e t r y t o g e t

Vihy can't v^;e recog-

ian government is saying,

and Ithink the same thing is true of the Hippies.

rid of them, they will be merely adisturbance,

the possibility of self-determination for some of them? The

thing that gripes us about the hippies is that they don't have the
I f t h e y w e r e

color from some other country, we would be perfectly

n i z e

franchise of adifferent colored face to go with it.

s o m e g r e e n

happy about them being themselves, but because they are white we

somehow just can't allow them to be different. Y e t o u r o w n w h i t e

You take a l l o f t he quar re l i ngbackgrounds are utterly diverse,

little savage tribes of Northern Europe, which the first Christian
,they slaughtered each other at themissionar ies bumped into,

drop of ahat-they couldn't adjust to each other's differences.

m a n
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Take the Germans and the French, they've had their troubles in recent years

T h a t i s a f a n c ya n d s o w e h a v e t h i s b u i l t - i n a t t i t u d e c a l l e d x e n o p h o b i a .

O u r fi r s tI t m e a n s a f e a r o f s t r a n g e r s .w o r d o f t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t .

inclination is get rid of him, like the man who wanted me to sign the

I t ' s a p r o b l e m t o u s ,L e t ' s g e t r i d o f t h i s b l a c k c u l t u r e ,

and we think when there will be just good white Americans then we can

p e t i t i o n .

a l l

Now th is concent ra t ion on un i formi ty as aso lu t ion to human

Perhaps this is abad note to end on,

be happy,

p rob lems i s t yp ica l l y Wor ld Counc i l ,

but to an anthropologist it sounds alittle bit ridiculous for the World

Council to come out of Uppsala with astatement that if we can Just elimi¬

nate the differences in culture and language ue will reduce human problems.

You can see the fallacy here when you stop and think that murder in the

United States of America takes place 64% of the time within the same

family where there is no difference in language or culture or race.

If the same language, the same race, the same culture, will eliminate

bloodshed, why do we have 64% of our murders within the same family?

I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t k i n d o f u n i f o r m i t y i s t h e s o l u t i o n f o r u n i t y.

N o w l e t ' s s e e , t h e r e a r e t v ' . ' o

H o w

come?

S o ,

D i v e r s i t y

and unity have got to be held in tension,

of words that must be distinguished; unity is not uniformity andp a 1 r s

Diversity must not imply disunity and unity

V^e have got to have them both at once.

d i v e r s i t y i s n o t d i s u n i t y.

mus t no t imp ly un i fo rm i t y.

T h i s i s h o w G o d i n t e n d e d m a n t o b e , a n d i t i s h o wd i v e r s i t y a n d u n i t y.

H e i n t e n d e d t h e c h u r c h t o b e .

- I S -


