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Genei-^al Assembly, Po?: ' t land, 1957

(Report by R, Winter to Fraternal Workers in Guatemala)

Qu ie t l y and po l i te l y near l y a thousand e lders , m in is te rs and agency
personne l flooded in to town , fi l t e i ’ ed i n to adose i i ho te l s c r so , and than
flocked to the huge covered Coliseum which was the focus of the General
A s s e m b l y . W h a t a g r o u p s E d u c a t e d , d e d i c a t e d , c o n c e r n e d c h u r c l i r a e n a l l ,
e f fi c i e n t l y o r g a n i z e d i n t o a t r u l y a m a z i n g w h i ' r l o f i n t e r - l o c k i n g s e s s i o n s a n d
sub-g roups , he re was ah igh- leve l bu t human, m idd le -c lass Chr i s t ian i t y
o ffic ia l ly a t ^x^ork , endeavor ing s incere ly to do the wi l l o f God.

1cannot report 5.n detai l ’ , on everything—it was very much l ike a
monstrous Guatemalan Synod meeting in which everything the various depa'rtments
d o c o m a s u p f o r r e v i e w . A l o t i s r o u t i n e . I w i l l t r y t o p u l l o u t a f e w
things you might not have been able to predict . ;

PRE-ASSEMBLY:E V A N G E L I S M C O N F E R E N C E

1 . A b r i l l i a n t , s h o c k i n g , i n f o r m a t i v ^ e B e r k e l e y ~ F r e e - S p e e c h - I - 5 o v e m e n t
leader held us all spellbound. Some "near-quotes: On Bureaucracy: " A l l a r e
now opposed, whether it is Goldwatar or Wallace, the New Left or Reagan.
On Work and Leisure: "Due to the very success of the older generation, the
^ni^Tof neFei*sity doesnjt hit us; work is neither athx‘eat nor does it bring
rewards that are worth it," On Country and Government: " O n o n e i s s u e a l l

New Left7 Radicals, etc.—the draft."
" V i a a s s u m e i t i s a n i n s t i t u t i o n l i k e a l l o t h e r s , t h a t w i l l d e f e n d

first and only offer bureaucratically-couched small reforms i-nstsad
o f t h e b a s i c r e f o r m s t h a t a r e n e c e s s a r y .

f ’

s t u d e n t s a r e u n i t e d . H i p p i e s ,
C l i u r c h ;

H i s n r a s e n t a t i o n w a s s o
a te r par ’ t c f h is

i S l l o W o T o o b a d h e

ra. lat ively trad i t ic na).

2. Then aCampus Crusade leader came on.
d r a b a n d t r a d i t i o n a l t h a t I a c t u a l l y s l e p t t h r o u g h t h e g r «
talk. But no denying his humil i ty and sinceri ty; afine
v r a s n ' t a s k e d a b o u t C C C ' s u n u s u a l m e t h o d s r a t h e i ’ t h a n i t s

m e s s a g e .

Robert McAfee Brown had the popular^, evening meeting address and
postm' 'e o f the church in re la t ion to

t h e c h u r c h i s n o t t o s a v e i t s e l f b u t t o s a v e s o c i e t y , a n d t h i s b y
D i d ' G o d s o l o v e t h e c h u r ' c h ' ?

3 .

spoke in amasterful way of the diaspora
t h e w o r l d ,
concern fo r the ve ry s t ruc tu re o f soc ie ty :
"The new shape of the Gospel will destroy the old shape of the church."

I ?TT

In aday of anti-institutionalism many with Brovm are increasingly
embarrassed by the sheer physical
a n d a l l . T h e y a r e f e e l i n g a l i t t l e i i l
Mexico in the days of Benito Juarezy owning half the land and all the
power., but not asaving presence rn society as awhole; in brief a
p a r a s i t i c s u b - c u l t u r e .

B u t d u e m a i n l y,
s e c t o r s i n t h e c h u r c h ,
i d e a o f a " n e w s h a p e o f t h e G o s p e l .

s t reng th o f t he chu rches , tax -she l te red
a t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u j ' c h i n

I f ee l , t o cu l t u ra l and geog raph i ca l d i s tances ba tv feen
awhole let of ?reBbyter- . ians feel uneasy about the

S e a b e l o w .i f
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PRE-ASSEMBLY: STEWARDSHIP CONFEPsENCE

When Winburn Thomas was in Los Angeles some months ago, he xfitnessed a
three-man team of laymen here give so solid apitch at aStex-fardship conference
that he signed them up for the big-league at Portland. They did asuperb
job. One man commented wryly that their presentation vras on ahigher spiritual
level than the Evangelism Conference. They clobbered the audience >?ith statis¬
tics and mechanics and practical advice (e.g, ‘’Don’t be apigeon-picker--
finding one good man and washing the session’s hands of stewardship by dumping
the who le mat te r in h is lap” ) , bu t they a lso spoke fee l ing ly and earnes t ly o f
the holy obl igat ion we have to uphold our church.

R O B E RT E , S P E E R ’ S 1 0 0 t h Y E A R t i E M O R I A I .P R E - A S S E M B L Y :

John Mackay’s address the night before the Assembly at this Speer service
one o f the h ighest po in ts o f insp i ra t ion fo r me. One o f h is bes t addresses;

S o m e o n e o n t h e c o i m a i t t e e t h a t
Is aman of h is age up to th is? This X '? i l i

H e d i d a m a g n i fi c e n t j o b , o n t h e l i f e o f a

w a s

and tha t i s avery s t rong s ta tement indeed,
chose Mackay to do this had asked,
b e a l a r g e , p u b l i c m e e t i n g . . .
magnificent man. There were giants in those days...

THE 179 th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Before you go you receive the fol lowing:
"White Book:” 20 pages, detailed programs for all services of x^orship’*

20 pages,"detailed proposed docket (time table for Synod schedule); 30 pages,
l i s t o f o f fic i a l commiss ione rs , adv i so ry de lega tes ( t hese a re t he m iss i ona r i es
or Fraternal worker delegates), and corresponding members (agency personnel,
e.g. nine from COEMAR Commission and Staff); 23 pages Overtimes Ato I, sent
”dovm’’ to presbyteries last year, presbyteries for and against; 30 pages.
Overtures 1to 39, nev; business to be voted on th is t ime. 140 pages tota l .

’’Blue Book (389 pp.): vrni le the White Book is, you might say, purely
ecc les ia^Tca l o r l eg i s l a t i ve , t he B lue Book con ta ins t he repo r t s f r om the
maze of special commit tees, commissions, counci ls, boards,
some permanent, ranging from
through the ’’Board of Directors of Presbyterian Life,
Women,’’ (and men), the ’''‘●Department of Chaplains and Service Pei’scnnel” to a
100 page repor>t from the Counseling Committee on Church and Society. Oh yes,
there is also the "Office of the General Assembly” (25 pages) and the
"General Council" (70 pages). This book x-?as being referred to throughout the
entire assembly because the doclcet x-rould call up the bodies reporting from time

Often no action x-zas required; sometimes the reports asked the G.A. to
Example of latter X'ias Church and

e t c . , s o m e t e m p o r a r y,
ihe Temporary Commission on Continuing Educati.on"

t h e ’ ’ U n i t e d P r e s b y t e i ' i a n

t o t i m e ,

do such and such, so that action was taken.
Soc ie ty ; see be lox-? .

"Preliminary Reports of Major Agencies" (403 pages): N a t i o n a l M i s s i o n s
117 pagesT~C0EMAR, 162 pages; Christian Education, 79 pages; Pensions, 45 pages
Apparently the Council on Theological Education is not a’’major program agercy
a n d t h e r e f o r e i s f o u n d i n t h e B l u e B o o k . ( I t i s l e s s o b v i o u s x - . ' h y C O E M A R ’ s
d i v i s i o n o f E c u m e n i c a l R e l a t i o n s i s i n t h e B l u e B o o k r a t h e r t h a n t h i s b o o k .
Perhaps because it used to report separately before the COEMAR existed? Do we
then need tvro ne'w acronyms, COEM and COER in order to handle this distinction?
However, the latest development at 475 Iunderstand is the elimination of
th is d ist inct ion in the structure of the staff . So do we now have COEMR?)
Let’s hope that these and all other reports in their final version X/ill be
condensed, popularized and illustrated again this year in another popular
h a n d b o o k f o r a l l P r e s b y t e r i a n s .
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- ’Manual of the General Assembly" (153 pp): This is agather ing together
o f ( c h u r c h ) c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l a w o n t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y , t h e G . A . ’ s o w n
"Standing Rules" by- laws, etc. reorganized and recapi tu lated in the same
way as are the two books for lower judicator ies "Presbyter ian Law for the
Local Church," and "Presbyter ian Law for the Presbytery,
book to the way the General Assembly vrorks.) I t even includes the
specia l Presbyter ian par l iamentary proceedures vAich ho ld for synods,
presbyter ies, and sessions, and are at one or tv?o points d is turb ingly
d i f f e ren t f r om Robe r t ' s Ru les o f O rde r ; t ha t i s , d i s tu rb ing t o t hose
commissioners who have not often been to Presbytery or whose sessions have
mere ly fo l lowed Rober t 's Ru les .

’’Also Rans" (287 pages): Supplement to Blue Book, 27 pages; Repor t
of United Presbyterian Foundation, 74 pages; and Proposed Book of Confessions,
186 pages.

( I t i s a g u i d e

A l l t hese p r i n ted books w i th re la t i ve l y fine p r i n t we re sen t t o each
commissioner in advance, to be read pr ior to arr ival at the General Assembly.
There are 1,085 pages in the four l is ted separate ly wi thout count ing the 287
pages in the three th iner books. Then a f ter you ar r ive the Board o f Nat iona l
Missions sl ipped you afat packet of brochures and soma 50 pages of late-
late mimeo reports plus a74-page book on "The Church and the Aging" (reporting
many interesting things including the "distui’^bing" fact that the millions
poured into senior citizens' homes help only 5% of our church's aging;
and the Board of Chr ist ian Educat ion had alarge pr inted document descr ib ing
theii' new shape; some committee gave us all a193-page book examining the
Lutheran and Refor>med t rad i t ion s ide-by-s ide. Lucky Ion ly bought se\ 'ea
addi t ional books at the large Westminster book d isp lay!

Then, fina l ly, o f course, the "Stand ing Commi t tees" are e lec ted by the
22 (arb i t ra ry reg iona l g roups) "e lec t ing sec t ions" and they beg in to chew
away on all these above reports and spew forth their own mimeographed series of
reports, which are then the tenderized, precooked, pre-digested materials served
up to the Assembly's plenary attention. These reports are hauled away by the
commiss ioner in aspec ia l , , c lamp- re lease no tebook hand i l y p rov ided fo r th i s
p u r p o s e .

O.K., now what actual ly happened? The main point is that the Assembly
gets its vjork done b5'- assigning its concerns to committees and agencies, by
requi r ing deta i led repor ts and recommendat ions, and then by establ ish ing
special "Standing Committees" (e.g. groups to review) which meet between and
apar t dur ing the week , and on ly then a f te r a l l th is , hear ing ou t the resu l ts
on the floor o f the Genera l Assembly, and usual ly, by th is t ime, approv ing the
work. This would be quite erroneously assumed to be rubber-stamp work. Even
the original reports come from agencies and comniittees whose memberships are
created through anominat ing commi t tee o f the G.A,—which cer ta in ly exer ted
an independent force th is year.

However, even a f te r th ings get to the floor there is t ime fo r any
individual commissioner to raise his questions, and in many cases changes
were wrough t on the floo r o f t he Assemb ly. I ' l l men t ion th ree .

1 . S e l e c t i v e C o n s c i e n t i o u s O b j e c t i o n . A t p r e s e n t t h e l a w o n 3 . y a l l o w s
people to be. against all vfars or none. The possibility of objecting to a
specific war but not necessarily all war's survived the standing committee but
was voted down by the plenary session.

2 . Fa i lu re o f Nor th Vie t Nam bombing . Acoup le o f paragraphs in the
"Declarat ion of Conscience" imply ing that such act ion had been fut i le were
s t r i c k e n . T h i s w a s p a r t o f a l e n g t h y s e s s i o n t h a t l a s t e d u n t i l m i d n i g h t .

3 . W o r d a s w e l l a s D e e d e v a n g e l i s m ? T h e e v a n g e l i s m r e p o r t s t r e s s e d
" i nvo l vemen t " more t han "p roc lama t i on , " and any t r ad i t i ona l defin i t i on o f
evangelism. Acarefully wrought but lengl '5i i?^- paragraph was proposed by one
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commissioner very earnestly to replace asmall paragraph he felt to be in¬
adequate. After agood deal of friendly discussion this man sparagraph was
decisively adopted. . . .

In any case, "Involvement Evangelism" is the new powerful phrase that,
forces us to give greater attention to the problem of visible, undeniable
"credibility in evangelism." The world has got to s^ our worl« not merely
hear our words. But perhaps Ican’t do more her>e than to report that this
elî asis rasTr'esented as "The Shape of the Gosper (Brown) or as Ihird
Force Evangelism" (Arnold Gome’s phrase for the ’’vertical̂ dispersion into
social structure that should now follow the "horizontal dispersion' of
geographical evangelism and mission.) For conservative consum.ption Ifeelit is Lch better not to call this ^at all but a"return no the full
Biblical meaning of the Gospel." In this regard Gome's
first fifteen centuries as "introversion-with-emphasis-on-af(.erlite,
the Reformat ion-to-now period as horizontal expansion leaves soraetmng no be

characterization of Christ ian history that is
of these dimensions (inward, geographical, and

of al l centur ies, whether Moses, Amos,

c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n o f t h e
a n d t h e n

des i red and i s by no means a
preferable to arecognition
socio-political) in the prophets
August in , or Wesley.

But now some other items: Some of you may hyve heard tnat the General
Assembly reacted against the establishment by electing asmall-town moderator.
This may only have been asmall part of it. Ithink equally or more importan
was the honest Christian desire to represent the church sconcern or
ar-as by choosing aman who has faithfully and outstandingly served among the
rural, by-passed poor. (Or, am Ionly registering my own rural-Guatemalan
s e n t i m e n t s ? )

aBibl ical Confession bad alarge breakfast
T h eThe Presbyterians United for

o(all part of the printed G.A. program). ^ ^
the New Revolution in Latin America, and he warned that the ru:ure of

be in the bands of the neo-catholic and neo-pentecostal
if evangelicals don’t get on the ball. There was no reference to the

oro^anization having decided to 3.et the issue rest and
^ a s p e c t o f " B . i b l i c a l C o n r e s s i o n .

l i k e t h e L a t i n A m e r i c a

Mackay spoke again.a n d a d d r e s s
topic was
L a t i n A m e r i c a m a y
m o v e m e n t s
C o n f e s s i o n i s s u e , t h i s
occupy itself with evangelism and mission as an
Mackay implied at one point that new organizations 1_. ,
Mission and P.U.B.C. are becoming stout and useful "protescant orders,
which is avery novel thought to drop into the on-going ecumenical discussion-
it may cause more than aripple.

But the Confession issue, having been ratified by all but Ixhink 19
presbyteries, was no longer avery live issue. Afew rallied around the ideathat the total omission of the Larger Catechism was more unan ̂ he amendr̂
powers possessed by the General Assembly. The answer is thatchurch
could create the constitution, it cou.ld also modify it to any
commissioner finally asked (after the final confirming vote) what will nappeii
to those individual ministers or individual churches than are not in lavor oi

\>?ho were ordained on the basis of adifferent subscription^
those vrho believe something they feel is
to find any judicatory taking action

t h e c h a n g e s , o r
f o r m u l a . The answer given was that

exactly expressed are not going
the basis of what are regarded by some now to be looser vow.,,

o n t h e i r o w n i n i t i a t i v e .

m o r e

against them on
Any action will b A

o n h a n d c r e a t i v e 3 . y ;To herald this final decision Carl McInlTre was^
drove slarge black hearse, out they p l̂ed alarge black casxet with a

sign on tho side "Tho Death of aChiinoh,” canted it aronnd and around beforereturning it to the hearse and dr.iving off. Apaperback nook with the
u p

s a m e

Helen Darsie

Helen Darsie

Helen Darsie
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t i t l e , a l s o t h e w o r k o f M c I n t y r e , i s a d e t a i l i n g o f t h e v j h o l e t r e a s u r e t r o v e
of h is ca i ' ’ e fu l l y nursed gr ievances . H is in t roduc tory two pages , wh ich po in t
out the many vjays our church is trying to adjust to new forces and factors, is
in some ways an admirable statement of what we real ly are trying to do. Sorry
a b o u t t h a t !

To o b a d s o m e o f h i s p e o p l e d i d n ’ t c o m e i n t o t h e C o l i s e u m a n d i n a
p r o l o n g e d l o o k n o t e t h e e v i d e n c e s h e r e a n d t h e r e o f r e a l d e v o t i o n a n d s o l i d
consecration. Good nature! humor r ippled the assembljr on many occasions, but
t h e r e w a s n e v e r t h e s l i g h t e s t t r a c e o f l e v i t y i n p o o r t a s t e . A s f o r t h e t o t a l
absence of dr inking and minimal existence of smoking, i t could almost have
been aMethodist meeting. But the br isk common-sense that cut through many
apotent ia l hass le, and the s teady order that a lv^ays prevai led (we even
ended an hour ear ly ) was charac te r i s t i ca l l y Presby te r ian .

Al l in al l , the assembly did not move as far and as fast as the avant
gard th inkers wanted i t to , but i t was never the less remarkably open, respons ive,
and understanding, and there prevai led throughout ever j r moment agood spi r i t ,
tolerant of the most back-woods commissioner, and of the most speculat ive
theo r i s t . I don ' t see hov? anyone cou ld have sa t t he re as Id id f o r eve ry
single minute of every session and not come to love that vast gt^up of men.

You would have been proud of the Advisory Delegates, too.
i n t he back tak ing i t a l l i n , k i bb i t z i ng and d i scuss ing a lmos t eve ry po in t
among ourselves, BUT ON EVERY ISSUE ¥E SUCCESSFULLY RESISTED THE TEMPTATION
TO STEP TO THE MICROPHONE ONLY 15 FEET AWAY!

We sat way

We did get up on the platform}, though, at the time of the COEMAR report
( o r I s h o u l d s a y o n e p a r t o f i t ) . A t t h a t t i m e D o n B l a c k g a v e a p e r f e c t l y
t remendous repor t o f the fabu lous s i tuat ion that is .b reak ing in Indones ia .
What McGavran would not do to get acopy of that! Then John C, Smith gave
some very touch ing add i t iona l ins igh ts in to Rober t E . Speer, espec ia l l y h is
Board of Foreign Missions sphere of vTork. These ware both sol id stuff ,
with arapt audience. Somehow—I may be prejudiced—the COEMAR people are
cer ta in ly the Mar inas o f the Presby te r ian k ingdom. Maybe tha t i s abad
compar ison these days. But others and their reports achieved v?i th great
d i fficul ty what COEMAR presentat ions gained wi th ease—a real ly sol id balance
i n t t h e t h i n g s t h a t r e a l l y c o u i v t .


