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T o : D a v i d H u b b a r d

From: R a l p h W i n t e r S U B T E r x :

Asnatched comment o± yours some weeks ago had to do with what
Fu l le r Ex tens ion p rogram isn ’ t do ing .

o u r

, _ Y o u s a i d ( a n d I a g r e e ) t h a t
the p r imary th ing tha t Fu l le r can o f fe r i s an acc red i t ted M-D iv.
d e g r e e o r p o s s i b l y a n M . A . d e g r e e .

Some t ime a f te r tha t a fe l l ow connec ted w i th the Bakersfie ld
Extension division wandered into my office and began to talk and
what he said was so interesting 1asked him to back up alittle a
Iwould transcribe it. So Idid, and the attached two pages are his
random comments. There are some very fascinating little bits of data
in here, especially about what Ray Stedman is doing at Western Con¬
servative Baptist in Portland., and Ithought Iwould pass this on to
y o u f o r y o u r i n t e r e s t .
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O n t h e n e e d i n g o f l a y t r a i n i n g , i t ' s j u s t a s e a s y f o r
u s i n o u r a r e a t o s e n d o u r p e o p l e t o B i b l e S t u d y F e l ¬
l o w s h i p o r t o h a v e t h e t a p e m i n i s t r i e s o f t h e M u l t n o m a h
S c h o o l o f t h e B i b l e , o r o u t o f C a l v a r y B i b l e ' s t a p e
l i b r a r i e s o r t o b r i n g i n t h e M u l t n o m a h S c h o o l o f t h e
B i b l e L a y I n s t i t u t e , w h i c h i s o n a w e e k e n d s e m i n a r
b a s i s , a n d t h e r e f o r e o u r p e o p l e c a n g e t v e r y g o o d e x ¬
p o s i t o r y B i b l e s t u d y .

) W e n e e d o u r m e n t o h a v e f o r m a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e d t r a i n i n g
t o b e a b l e t o d o t h e j o b o f m i n i s t r y .

We asked Fu l le r to come to us . .They had- never even
t h o u g h t o f c o m i n g t o B a k e r s fi e l d . T h e S e a t t l e p r o g r a m
i s b a s i c a l l y , g e a r e d t o g i v e a o n e - y e a r c e r t i fi c a t e o f
l a y t r a i n i n g t o t h e p e o p l e i n S e a t t l e . T h e r e i s a n
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l o u t o f h i s o n e y e a r o f
l a y t r a i n i n g t o b e a b l e t o u s e t h a t a s a p i p e l i n e t o
t h e n p a c k h i s b a g s a n d c o m e d o w n t o F u l l e r a n d b e c o m e
a r e s i d e n t s t u d e n t .

O u r p r o g r a m i s t h a t ; w e ' v e a s k e d t o o f f e r t h e f u l l M A
program in Bakersfield without astudent ever having
t o c o m e d o w n t o F u l l e r ,

o r C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n , y o u t h w o r k , c r o s s - c u l t u r a l
work. ‘

M A i n m i n i s t r i e s , t h e o l o g y

R D W F u l l e r d o e s n o t r e g a r d t h a t a s m i n i s t e r i a l t r a i n i n g ,
nor call that aministerial degree, ^ut some of your
p e o p l e w i l l f e e l t h a t t h a t ' s a l l t h e y n e e d , r i g h t ?

W e ' v e a l s o b r o u g h t i n a G r e e k c l a s s f r o m t h e P a c i fi c
S e m i n a r y, s o t h a t o u r p e o p l e a r e b e g i n n i n g t o g e t
t h e i r G r e e k , a n d t h e r e f o r e t h i s w i l l h o p e f u l l y b e
a j D l e t o a l l o v ' i o u r p e o p l e t o l e a d o n t o a n M . D i v .
R i g h t n o w , w e ' r e g o i n g f o r t h e M A b e c a u s e t h a t ' s a l l
w e c a n g e t o u t o f F u l l e r . J V i t h i n t w o y e a r s , w e h o p e
to have M.Div.. avai labi l i ty For~~us up there in Bakers-

-fie ld , and wF£h the in teres t in ex tens ion seminary
e d u c a t i o n b e g i n n i n g t o e x p a n d j l i k e w e ' v e h e a r d f r o m
W e s t e r n C o n s e r v a t i v e S e m i n a r y i n P o r t l a n d — t h e r e ' s a
g r o u p o f m e n , T i m L a H a y , D a v i d H o c k i n g , R a y S t e d m a n
a n d M a r v i n R i c k e r t , a r e i n t h e p r o c e s s o f f o r m i n g a
w e s t e r n c o n s e r v a t i v e e x t e n s i o n s e m i n a r y , w h i c h w i l l b e
a c t i v e s t a r t i n g t h i s f a l l . A n d t h e y w i l l h a v e a c e n t e r
i n S a n J o s e a t V a l l e y C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h , a t t h e 1 s t B r e ¬
t h r e n C h u r c h i n L o n g B e a c h ( t h a t ' s D a v i d H o c k i n g ' ; s c h u r c h —
h e w a s i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e C a l i f o r n i a G r a d u a t e S c h o o l o f
T h e o l o g y , w h i c h h e h a s b a s i c a l l y p u l l e d o u t o f b e c a u s e
o f s o m e r e a l e t h i c a l p r o b l e m s t h e y ' r e h a v i n g a t t h a t
s c h o o l ) , t h e n a c e n t e r a t T i m L a H a y ' s C h r i s t i a n R e s e a r c h
C e n t e r g o i n g d o w n t h e r e a n d h i s h i g h s c h o o l a n d C h r i s ¬
t i a n c o l l e g e . T h i s w i l l b e a b a s i c a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e ,
i n d e p e n d e n t w o r k . T h e y a r e g o i n g f o r a c c r e d i t a t i o n ;
h o p e t o o p e n b y t h i s f a l l . E x t e n s i o n s e e m s t o b e e x -
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p a n d i n g . O u r n e e d u p i n o u r a r e a i s t h a t w p h a v e
60% of our pastors Ini Bakersfield that, r . e v e r b e e n
t o s e m i n a r y .

our only real seminary men come out of’the Presbyterian
c h u r c h , o u t o f t h e M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h , m o s t o f o u r A m e r i ¬
c a n B a p t i s t p a s t o r s a r e n o t s e m i n a r y g r a d u a t e s ,
o u r C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h e s ,
t r a i n i n g t h e r e .

T h e s e a r e B i b l e c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s . A n d

A l l o f
there is no one who has seminary

O u r D i s c i p l e s o f C h r i s t C h u r c h n o w
have the i r seminary t ra in ing, but they ' re a lmost apos¬
t a t e i n o u r a r e a . O u r b l a c k c h u r c h e s d o n ' t h a v e
t r a i n i n g e i t h e r .

s e m i n a r y

W h a t s h o u l d F u l l e r d o ?
t o h a n d l e t h e t h e o l o g i c a l m e t h o d .

T h e s e m i n a r y i s b e s t e q u i p p e d
T h e b i g g e s t p r o b l e m

t h a t I s e e — w e ' v e h a d a m i n l - R e f o r m a t i o n w i t h B i b l e
Study Fel lowships—of the 200-odd men I taught, we would

have between 5and 12 pastors. In Fresno, they aver¬
a g e b e t w e e n 2 0 0 - 3 0 0 m e n o n c e a w e e k f o r 3 3 w e e k s . A f t e r
five years, they have had a33-week exposi tory s tudy
i n G e n e s i s , J o h n ,
t h e m i n o r P r o p h e t s ,
w r i t t e n b y M s . J o h n s o n .

t h e P a u l i n e E p i s t l e s , M a t t h e w, a n d
I t ' s r e a l l y v e r y s o l i d w o r k — a l l

I d o n ' t t h i n k a s e m i n a r y
c l a s s s h o u l d c o m p e t e w i t h t h a t k i n d o f a c l a s s . W h a t
t h e r e i s a n e e d f o r i s s t r u c t u r e d m i n i s t r y t r a i n i n g .
Need lee^dersh ip t ra in ing , church d isc ip l ine , theo logy.
H e h a s B i b l e k n o w l e d g e .

f
LCouldAserve as screen ing ground for^min is t ry f j B ib le

Study Fel lowship is a lay movement that is feeding
m e n i n t o t h e m i n i s t r y . I t ' s a n a t u r a l f e e d e r i n t o
extension especia l ly. Every one of_our men in ex¬
t e n s i o n c a m e o u t o f t h a t f e e d e r g r o u p . W e w e r e b e ¬
g i n n i n g t o f e e l s h a l l o w .

8 0 % o f t h e e x t e n s i o n s t u d e n t s i n S e a t t l e a r e w o m e n .
The majori ty of the 80% are ex-Bible Study Fel lowship
p e o p l e w h o h a v e a l r e a d y g o n e t h r o u g h t h e fi v e - y e a r
p r o g r a m a n d l o w a r e l o o k i n g f o r s o m e t h i n g m o r e .

Average age of Bakersfield group is about 32. 2 0 %
o f o u r g r o u p a r e b l a c k . F r o m g r a d u a t e s c h o o l d o w n
t o t h e 8 t h g r a d e , m e n a n d w o m e n f r o m 2 6 t o 6 5 . W e
h a v e , B a p t i s t s , P r e s b y t e r i a n s , * M e t h o d i s t s , i n d e p e n ¬
d e n t s a n d P e n t e c o s t a l s .

F u l l e r p r o g r a m ( 8 s t u d e n t s ) h a s a l l o w e d u s t o h a v e
5 4 s t u d e n t s i n a n u n d e r g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m w e w e r e a b l e
t o b r i n g i n u n d e r P a c i fi c , s i n c e P a c i fi c i s u n d e r ¬
g r a d u a t e , t h e y a l l o w t h o s e o f u s i n t h e F u l l e r g r a d ¬
u a t e p r o g r a m t o t e a c h . W e ' v e b e e n a b l e t o t a k e o u r
F u l l e r c o u r s e s , b r i n g t h e m d o w n t o a P a c i fi c l e v e l
a n d o p e n u p a w h o l e p a c k a g e o f C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n '
i n o u r c o m m u n i t y t o s u c h a d e g r e e t h a t t h e c n m m i i n i t v
c o l l e g e c a m e t o u s l a s t w e e k a s k i n g i f w e w o u l d t e a c h
B T B Te - i n t n e i r c l a s s r o o m s .


