
MAM

CHRISTIAN

CENTER

—a cen te r o f

extension work among
t h e M A M I n d i a n s

— d e v o t e d t o t h e

entire scope of human
need, from morale to
m e d i c i n e

—sponsored by and
based upon the Presbyterian
Church o f Gua tema la i n

fraternal cooperation with
the United Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A.

/ / Wha t you have heard f rom me. . .
c o m m i t t o f a i t h f u l m e n w h o w i l l
b e a b l e t o t e a c h o t h e r s a l s o . " —

2 T i m . 2 : 2 ,



MAM: This funny name, Mam, (pronounced l ike
mom”) deno tes agroup o f Amer ican Ind ians in the

cool , beaut i fu l western h ighlands of Guatemala, who
together const i tu te about one quar ter o f the mi l l ion
modem descendants of the Ancient Maya ( “ the most
br i l l i an t abor ig ina l peop le on th is p lane t . ” )

( i

North of the Equator in our hemisphere there is
probably no other group of aboriginal people as large
who speak only their own exot ic tongue. For agroup
their size they may well be the poorest.

Their region covers some 5,000 square mi les of
land that was unt i l very recently pract ical ly roadless.
But th is area is not by any means exc lus ive ly the i r
own: the managing nucleus of every little town con¬
sists of mountain dwellers of Spanish descent (cal led

l a d i n o s ” — f r o m “ l a t i n ” o r “ l a t i n o ” ) .U

The hilly nature of the terrain makes it literally
possible to “fall out of acornfield” and quite ap¬
parently forbids extensive agricultural development.
On the other hand light industry carefully chosen is
apossible productive outlet for these people. Other¬
wise i t seems inev i tab le tha t the more p rog ress ive
will leave the area under the twin pressures of rising

expectations and population surge. Those leaving will
mainly become city slum dwellers, those who stay
behind, shorn of their keener brethren, will harden
into hillbillies, adegraded backwash of what is still
a v i r i l e r a c e .

This “cream separation” of aminority culture is
aphenomenon by now well-known as an end worse than
sudden death and properly to be dreaded. It is as
inevitable as tomorrow if nothing is done. Asimilar

in the res t o f Gua tema la w i l l m in no t on lyp r o c e s s

the 2million Indians but every bright prospect of the
1million of European descent. Who will act?



CHRISTIAN But nothing can be done without
asound moral and spiritual foundation. Compared
to all the world’s array of welcome helping agencies,
new and old, the Christian movement is the only one
t h a t e v e n a t t e m p t s t o w o r k o n e v e r y l e v e l “ f r o m
m o r a l e t o m e d i c i n e . »

Aside from the church being in all the world today
easily the most extensive movement of any kind,
penetrating to almost every smallest town on the entire
face of the earth, it is also self-supporting, self-govern¬
ing and sel f -propagat ing.

The rugged Mam area of Guatemala is no ex¬
ception, thanks to the deep roots of 80 years of mis¬
sionary toil; the two agencies are the Presbyterian
Church of Guatemala, the Central American Mission’s
Evangelical Church.

No new idea, no new seed or seed- thought , no
benevolent program of any source can possibly get a
better presentation to this vast, distributed group of
Indians than through the equally dispersed church net¬
w o r k ,

foster even in an organixational sense.
T h i s i s w h y i t s v i t a l i t y i s s o i m p o r t a n t t o

This humble church movement, of ten over looked
or ignored by secular students of the area, is never¬
theless the only agency that is “turning the hearts of
t h e f a t h e r s t o t h e c h i l d r e n ” * a n d f a m i l i e s t h r o u g h
fundamenta l renova t ion o f hea r t and l i f e , and i t i s
also the most extensive point of contact and confidence
w i t h t h o s e b e y o n d i t s i m m e d i a t e a d h e r e n t s . ( T h e
evangelical believers, relatively few as they are, al¬
ready have ahigh reputation in every comer of Gua¬
temala . )

This is why our work is not only “sponsored by”
bu t “ based upon ” t he chu rch . Th i s i s why mos t o f
our time goes into the development of trustworthy,
well-rounded, self-supporting leaders who are 100%
I n d i a n .

« L v k e 1 : 1 7 .



CENTER W h a t i s t h e t o o l i n o u r h a n d s ?

is, physical ly, an old adobe L-shaped bui lding with 7
r o o m s , a n e w e r c o m b i n a t i o n c l i n i c - s c h o o l s t r u c t u r e

with 9rooms, two residences, and about 10 acres of
l a n d .

I t

H o w i s t h i s t o o l u s e d ? A “ c e n t e r ” c a n m e a n

either of two things: 1 ) acenter to wh ich peop le a re
a t t r a c t e d a n d t h e n i n fl u e n c e d , o r 2 ) a c e n t e r f r o m
which an a t t rac t i ve and influen t ia l p rogram reaches

out to the people.

Now, on ly the most modem society prov ides for

even relat ively safe mobi l i ty of i ts populat ion. In the
rest o f the wor ld , popula t ion movements are a lmost
a l w a y s a c c o m p a n i e d b y d i s a s t r o u s a n d d e s t r u c t i v e
side-effects upon the social fabric of the people, their
m o r a l s a n d m o r a l e .

Thus we bel ieve the k indest program wi l l go to
the people, reach them, teach them, train them where
they are, to get in touch wi th at ransforming Chr is t¬

ian faith and to get in step vidth the wholesome and
positive features of our modem world. The phases
of our work can at least be listed: E x p e r i m e n t a l
F a r m , C l i n i c , G r a d e S c h o o l , I n s t i t u t e , E x t e n s i o n ,
L i te ra tu re , L i te racy, Indus t r ies , Adu l t Even ing S tudy
through the ninth grade.

But bas ica l l y th is mounta in fas tness —beaut i fu l
beyond comparison for anyone with an outside source

o f i n c o m e — c a n b e m a d e h o s p i t a b l e t o t h e r i s i n g
a m b i t i o n a n d p o p u l a t i o n o n l y t h r o u g h i m m e d i a t e ,
forceful , and strategic leadership development on the
grass-roots level. Our center thus works out to the
p e o p l e , a n d d o e s i t s w o r k a l w a y s a s a s e r v a n t o f ,
fo r and th rough the p rec ious , s tmgg l ing (bu t ex is t¬
ing ! ) Chr is t ian Church tha t i s dep loyed ou t th rough
these fabu lous moun ta ins . Th is chu rch , hang ing cn

by the sk in of i ts teeth, is in some ways l ike akey
in the door that can be easily removed, or turned.



C E N T E R P E R S O N N E L

G U A T E M A L A N :

Rev. Candelar io Perez, in charge of the Farm
and Extens ion Depar tments .

Mr. Ines D iaz , labora to ry techn ic ian , Ins t i tu te
t e a c h e r .

U . S . F R A T E R N A L W O R K E R S :

Miss Ruth Warden, R. N., Medical Department.

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph D. Winter, Institute Program

Founders: Rev. and Mrs. H. Dudley Peck.

T H E F I N A N C I A L P I C T U R E *
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T H E M A M C H R I S T I A N C E N T E R

San Juan Ostuncalco, Quez.
Guatemala, C. A.

^ T h e s e a n n u a l f u n d s c o m e f r o m t h e U n i t e d P r e s b y t e r i a n
Church in the U.S.A. through its Commission on Ecumenical
Mission and Relat ions, and are mediated through the Pres¬
byter ian Church of Guatemala.

The air snail rate is 14^. per half ounce (2 or three sheets).



W H A T C A N Y O U D O ?

A. You can come and see these Mam Christians,

a n d h e l p u s fi g u r e o u t h o w l o v e c a n fi n d a w a y t o
a l l the i r var ious prob lems.

B. You can s i t a t home in spare moments and
analyze reports from us and be an arm-chair strategist
in the intriguingly diverse ministry of the Mam Christ¬
i a n C e n t e r .

C. You can pray, and you can praise God for
what he has already done (the Center has 150 “alumni

now). And you can let what you know of this project
be representative of the solid, significant work being
done by your church ’s o ffic ia l benevo lence program
throughout the U.S. and the world. You can read up
and thrill to other phases of that program and become
an informed. No. 1backer and promoter of the benev¬
olence budget in your local church.

D . W r i t e f o r t h e s e b r i e f m a t e r i a l s o n v a r i o u s

aspects of our situation:

1 . G u a t e m a l a ; S w i t z e r l a n d o f C e n t r a l A m e r i c a .

2. Guatemala, the Indian and European Balance.

3 . How to Dr i ve o r F l y to Gua tema la .

4. Ideas for Chi ldren’s Sunday School Programs.

5. Quest ion for Ser ious Discuss ion ( for Y. P. &
Adul ts) .

6. Operation Steppingstone —Napkins and Grind¬
ing Poverty (for women’s groups).

7 . AC lose r Look a t t he Mam Cen te r Budge t .

8. Why You Shouldn’t Send Money Directly
O v e r s e a s .

9. Your Missionary and Your Church —Do's and
Don’ts (for specifically related churches).

10. Forty Years in Guatemala —Dorothy and
Dudley Peck and the Mam Center.

11. The Winter Fami ly a t C lose Range.

12. All in aDay’s Work —Ruth Wardell, R. N.


