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D e a r F r i e n d s ,

I t h a s b e e n s o m e t i m e s i n c e m o s t o f y o u h a v e h e a r d f r o m u s , a n d I a m
sure that i t seems that we have gone off in orbit somewhere, never to return.
Actually we are very much alive, although it seems to me that Ralph is orbiting at
least hal f of the t ime. Whi le we have been home on fur lough since August of last
year, Ralph has been out of the country more than three months of that time, check¬
ing on things in Guatemala (there were no replacements for us), doing work for the
Lat in American Associat ion of Theological Schools, Northern Region, of which he is
the execut ive secretary, or running workshops and spreading the gospel of extension
seminary education overseas. After returning Christmas eve, he wings off again for
Urbana on the 27th, returns for afew days, then is off again toward the end of
January for an Association meeting in Cuernavaca, Mexico. He has said that he has
been in more foreign countries v/hile on furlough than in his ten years overseas.

Many have asked us about our present status and our future. At the
moment we are under the employ of the COEMAR (the Presbyterian Board of Missions)

home assignment for Ralph to teach in the School of World Missions with Dr. Donald
McGavran here at Fuller Theological Seminary in our hometown of Pasadena, California.
This has been quite an exciting assignment because of the studies of the advance of
Christianity being done by missionary-students on furlough here. Mission strategy
and customs are a l l under examinat ion. New ideas abound. Enthusiasm is h igh. Ralph
has often said that to teach arote course in atypical institution would for him
be adismaying experience. Ihave heard no such complaints from him this year,
students in themselves are achallenge...fifty returned missionaries with years of
experience behind them, all of them ready for acritical reappraisal of the work
they are doing and have done overseas.

Ihave also been busy. It keeps me jumping just to keep up with Ralph,
(and Ido try to do that, helping him with secretarial work, bibliographies, articles,
research for his classes, etc.) Ihave completed my studies for an elementary
teacher's credential to be added to my R.N. and B.S. California requires now that
the student teacher not only have anumber of hours of curriculum and methods courses,
bu t a lso a to ta l o f 32 un i t s beyond the bache lo r ' s degree ,
tary credential is acourse in modern math, which was by far the hardest course of
all for me. The glory of missionary work is that husband and wife can work together

the same job and share their visions. It is areal tragedy how U.S. husbands and
wives grow further and further apart because of the way their jobs are structured.
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The family is all well. Beth is now ateenager, with all that that
implies. Daddy is her idol, and mother...? She is very busy keeping near the top
of the accelerated 8th grade class, tutoring aSpanish-American child, serving
as chairman of the Jr. Hi. missions committee at church, taking piano lessons and
accompaning another child in voice lessons. Over Christmas holidays she plans to
read five science books for her second semester project in science. (I have ray
doubts'. )Becky is becoming aself-confident 7th grader, also in an accelerated

She is the cook of the family, even preparing entire meals for guests
She misses the small-school environment of Guatemala, but is gaining

Linda at 10 is also pushing toward the
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i f n e c e s s a r y ,
new and important skills in making friends,
teens .She is quite poised and has the reputation of being the daughter that is
never home. Actually she is out only for pioneer girl activities, but during certain
months these are numerous. She passed the fish swimming class at the YMCA twice,
but dreads the workouts of flying fish. Her favorite subject in school is social
studies. Iwonder why? Tricia is avery loquacious 8-year-old.
the Brownies, and is suddenly developing into avery good reader,
her of her TV addiction in the near future.
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owe to those of you who have the patience to read on
The major accomplishments of this
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In all it was avery busy five-year term, but °
Much more needs to be done. The COEMAR is looking for recruits to help oa,, a..a
we hope that before another year goes by anew couple will ®^°be going back temporarily next summer, but will be returning to lulxer n
aga in .
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s i o n sI'm sorry that Ralph cannot add something to this ̂ letter _

he would like to tell you about the exciting f̂ volutions in Christian his
nr-dhiincl the wo-ld and how today more than ever before it is a^ c .
?rr linespread of the gospel. But that will have to wait for ano.
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that each one of you experience ajoyous ana neaningfal
possible, and where not cotrident teat God

... .and cares whan happens to him. Somehow the
;v.-3t as pertinent and necessary today as it ever
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VJe do h-ope
Christmas, with your families v:here
has his hand on the a.ffa.irs of ran
message of Christ's coming is jUG
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with joy, in His Service,
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