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MERRY CHRISTMAS! /fcP/
T H I S M AY F I N D Y O U S O B U S Y t h a t y o u j u s t
have to stuff this in your pocket or purse
t o r e a d l a t e r . . . s o h e r e i s a S U M M A R Y :

Except for the $175,000 due Dec 1st ive
have paid all previous payments. THANK YOU
for all your help. But we are still running
behind and yet foreclosure proceedings will
begin Dec 31st if we cannot catch up completely.
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE we have exactly the
missing amount now in avirtual pledge from
t h e F R O N T I E R F E L L O W S H I P ! S e e t e x tD e a r f r i e n d s , ( f r o m R o b e r t a )

The proof that I 'm not anatura l ly
gifted writer is that I've started this letter
five t imes . I ' ve lo ts to say, ye t Idon ' t
know what to say. Have you ever felt that
w a y ?

D e a r F a i t h f u l F r i e n d s , ( I ' m R a l p h )

I c o n f e s s I f e e l a l i t t l e u n e a s y w r i t i n g
to you at Christmas time. You may jump to
the conclusion that this is an end-of-the-
year appeal for money! (This is are¬
quest for money.)

Fi rs t , I real ly do hope you have aglo¬
r i o u s C h r i s t m a s s e a s o n . F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e
our chi ldren are mainly gone: Beth and
B r a d a n d 4 - m o n t h - o l d J o n a t h a n a r e i n B o s ¬
ton; Becky and Tim are in Morocco, expect¬
ing their first child in three weeks; Linda
and Darrell will be leading the Institute of
I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d i e s c o u r s e a f t e r t h e
Urbana Missionary Conference in I l l inois.
Only Tricia, now acollege senior, will be
home. It wil l be nice having extra t ime with
her a lone. A l l our daughters (and the i r
husbands) are dears, st i l l serv ing the Lord
w i t h a l l t h e i r h e a r t s .

Rather, this piece of paper you hold in
your hands carries much better news to you
than Ihave ever before been privi leged to
s e n d .

H E R E G O E S

Iam absolutely del ighted to tel l you
that we now see LIGHT AT THE END OF THE
TUNNEL . And t he shee r, c l i f f - hang ing
drama of i t al l is really spine-tingling.

Ye t I w o u l d b e d i s h o n e s t i f I w e r e t o
conceal from you the fact that despite the
good news I'll be telling about in aminute we
are up against the initiation of foreclosure
procedures if we do not catch all the way up
o n o u r p a y m e n t s ,
gap was $250,000.
18th, it is down close to $175,000. (I'll ex¬
plain in aminute why this is not as bad as
i t s o u n d s . )

Iwant very honest ly to admit that I
feel it is dishonoring to the Lord for us to
be behind on our payments. The Chr ist ian
people to whom we owe the money need it to
meet their own needs. It is not as though

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , w e d o n o t h a v e
much t ime for just fun with Tricia. We st i l l
h a v e w a v e s t o d e a l w i t h . O v e r t h e l a s t
weeks we've been trying to learn to rest in
t h e L o r d w h e n t h e w a v e s a r e a b o u t t o s i n k
us. (Remember the disciples in the boat?
And Jesus' response to their anxiety? See
M a r k 4 : 3 8 . )

You probably know we face the initia¬
tion of foreclosure proceedings in just two
weeks, unless we get completely caught up
on our payments. And we don't have the
slightest idea where that will come from--
e x c e p t G o d .

A s o f D e c e m b e r 1 5 t h , t h a t
A s o f t h i s m o m e n t , t h e

I t ' s r ea l l y sca ry. And ye t , r ead ing t h rough



God has built here the largest cooperative mission b
R o b e r t a - —
Jeremiah for my devotions, Icame to this
v e r s e :

c a u s e t o y o u .

R a l p h —
w e a r e n o w f u r t h e r b e h i n d t h a n w e h a v e
been for two years. They feel they must ask
us t o ca t ch c l ea r up .

OLord . . . Ihave commi t ted my
( J e r . 2 0 : 1 2 b )

I p e r s o n a l l y f e e l t h i s i s w h e r e w e a r e .
We've done our very best. We've worked and
prayed and fasted and praised Him. Now ,
like lawyers in court, we have rested our
c a s e . T h e L o r d , o n l y , m u s t d e c i d e w h e t h e r
w e s u r v i v e o r n o t !

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e L o r d h a s a l l o w e d
us to pay $3,711,000. The amount that is
delinquent is less than 7% of that amount.
It would be wrong to say the Lord has aban¬
doned us entirely! We are just glad strong
help is clearly in view.

Looking back, it's been aglorious five
years . We've learned so much. F i rs t , the
Lord has been teaching us how to engage in
spiritual warfare. Even though the cult has
been gone from our campus for two years.
we still are very aware of Satanic opposi¬
tion. But as someone said, "If you are not
having any trouble with Satan, maybe he is
not having any trouble with you!
rejoice that what we are doing he is against!
( H o w ' s t h a t f o r d o u b l e t a l k ? )

B u t fi r s t , l e t m e g e t s o m e t h i n g o f f m y
h e a r t :

H a v e o u r

existence, our stuggles, or our series of
apparent predicaments become abother to
you? Dear fr iend, wi l l you be wil l ing to
bear with us? For example:

P l e a s e t e l l m e t h e t r u t h .

S o w e

1. Some people are losing patience
with us. Just when we can truly see l ight
at the end of the tunnel they are wondering.
They can't believe that God would allow us
to struggle so long and hard--40 months in
the w i lderness- -w i thout apermanent so lu t ion
to our funding! (That 's almost how long we
have occupied the whole campus and strug¬
gled to make these quarterly payments.)

But are great th ings bui l t in aday?
Perhaps God wants to do something to us,
not just through us? Can God rush us per¬
sonally through many stages of growth all in
one day? Is God testing our patience and
yours ?

Secondly, we have had struggles of faith
over fund-ra is ing po l ic ies. You can ' t imagine
how much Sa tan has t es ted us ove r ou r $15 .95
plan. We've been misunderstood because of
it, and some people have even demanded that
we abandon it . ("Why can't you do things
the normal way? Don't worry about compet¬
ing with mission agencies; just get all the
m o n e y y o u c a n w h e r e y o u c a n . E v e r y o n e
e l s e d o e s t h i s ! " )

We've had both good and bad publicity,
in both secular and Christ ian press. But we
f e e l G o d h a s b e e n w i t h u s . A n d h o w w e
praise Him for saints like you, by the thou¬
sands, who are dai ly praying for us! You
h a v e b e e n o u r l i f e l i n e .

Other people find it hard to believe
that we will no longer raise money once
our proper ty is pa id fo r. How
could this one organization
b e s e l f - s u s t a i n i n gJust th is year, final ly, we are beginning

to see happen what we've been praying for
al l along. Let me explain.

For years we have struggled with one
basic question. How could we help to get
amil l ion people praying about the
Hidden Peoples? Unless we
c a n s e e a

( w e a l r e a d y a r e ) w h e nS Q U A R E
'every other Christian organization

0 constantly needs money?
I t i s a m i r a c l e o f c o l l a b o r a t i o n .A n s w e r :

... defeated to the task of helping



ase in history
R a l p h —R o b e r t a —

"movement" of vast proport ions, the thou¬
sands of new missionary recruits God is call¬
ing don't have achance! Someone has to
s e n d t h e m !

S Q U A R EAlready 42 different mission
agencies have stationed their
people here. More come all
t h e t i m e . A n d w e s e r v e

5
o v e r 1 0 0 . W e r e c e i v e o v e r
$2 million worth of people
f r o m v a r i o u s
C h r i s t i a n

ou)n^This year, 1981, was the year of the
Front ier Fel lowship Dai ly Prayer Guide, our
greatest hope for helping start amovement
o f th is sor t . Even Chr is t ians w i th burn ing
h e a r t s n e e d r e m i n d e r s t o p r a y . A n d t h e
Prayer Guide is that! Already 12,000 new
prayer pa r tne rs a re "p ledged . " (See
R a l p h ' s c o m m e n t s . )

How on earth will that help us with our
fi n a n c i a l b u r d e n s ? W e l l . . . o u r v e r s e f r o m
the very beginning has been "Seek ye first
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto
y o u . "

o rgan iza t ions . Th is
i s a v e r y d i f f e r e n t k i n d

of Chr is t ian organizat ion!
3 . One very fine young

C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r h a s e a r n e s t l y
/ declared to us that he does not

/ believe afaith ministry should
/ ever " lock i tsel f in to adebt l ike

t h a t ,

o v e r l o o k e d w h a t I j u s t m e n t i o n e d a b o u t
the very unique sel f -susta in ing aspect

o f t h i s v a s t p r o j e c t .

Consider the following: I s i t l e s s
B i b l i c a l t o b e f o r c e d t o r a i s e a c e r t a i n

amount each year for ashort per iod, than
to be forced, like most agencies, to have to
raise money year after year forever?

Fur thermore, i t i s as imple fac t : th is
s e t o f p r o p e r t i e s , a t t h i s p r i c e , c o u l d n e v e r
be purchased l i t t le by l i t t le over aper iod of
t ime . Jus t l i ke ahouse- -you can ' t buy i t
one room at at ime. You have to pay adown
payment and then struggle with the pay¬
m e n t s o n a m o r t g a g e . I s t h a t l e s s B i b l i c a l
than struggl ing to pay for rent or for food?

Being ra ther as imple person, I
t a k e t h a t v e r s e a s i t i s . J e s u s s a i d
t h a t i f w e a t t h e U S C W M s e e k fi r s t
the Kingdom of God.. .But what
d o e s t h a t m e a n f o r u s ? W e b e l i e v e
it means searching for and bring¬
ing into His kingdom individuals
w i t h i n t h o s e 1 6 , 7 5 0 s t i l l
" h i d d e n " p e o p l e g r o u p s .
D o e s n ' t i t ?

" S e e k H i s

r i gh teousness"
m e a n s t o m e

P e r h a p s h e ( a n d o t h e r s ) h a v ee f

( K

V

3
t h a t

w e a s

i n d i v i d ¬
u a l s o n

s t a f f m u s t
k e e p o u r h e a r t s

pure and our hands
c l e a n . W e m u s t t r u s t t h e

Lord to overrule things that we
d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d a n d t h a t h u r t . W e

must do things in His way and in his time,
being careful not impatiently to force into
e x i s t e n c e t h e s o l u t i o n s w e d e s i r e , e v e n t o
get what He has already promised. We must
wait patiently for Him to act and trust Him!
W e r e a l l y m u s t , y o u k n o w !

"And al l these things shal l be added... '
"These things" are what we need--food.

\
,0^

T H E N E W F A C T O R

However, let's get to the good news.
Sudden ly, surpr is ing ly, a l l such wor r ies are
cast in to anew l igh t . We are t ru ly gra te fu l
to the Lord for the astonishing emergence
o f t h e F r o n t i e r F e l l o w s h i p a n d t h e m a n i f e s t
wil l ingness of dozens of larger organizations
to part ic ipate in i t .

R e a d c a r e f u l l y t h e s u m m a r y o n t h e
b a c k p a n e l o f t h e e n c l o s e d b r o c h u r e , " C o u n t
o n U s ! That explains how

9 1 9 9

to reach the remaining nations by the year 2,000.



R a l p hR o b e r t a —
clothing, money for the payments, etc.
"Will be added" means God will bring them
to us. Surely the God who moves planets
around and owns all the silver and gold in
t h e w h o l e u n i v e r s e c a n t a k e c a r e o f o u r
payments . Don ' t you th ink?

" A h , b u t . . . w i l l H e ? " T h a t ' s H i s p r o b ¬
lem .Our job is to be sure we obey Him.
I f w e a r e s u r e o f t h a t , H e w i l l n o t a b a n d o n
us. Af ter a l l . H is g lory and reputat ion are
a t s t a k e . W h a t e a r t h l y c o m m a n d e r , t o s a y
nothing of afather, would send his t roops
off to battle and not give them the equip¬
ment they need? And if He sees that what
we t h i nk we need i s no t wha t we rea l l y
need, that's O.K. too. We are merely His
s e r v a n t s .

asmall part of the money raised through the
loose change from the Frontier Fellowship is
coming to the U.S. Center. However, these
are the numbers of people sought for this daily
devotional discipl ine by the fol lowing agencies:

1 , 0 0 0 L u t h e r a n B i b l e I n s t , o f S e a t t l e
2 , 0 0 0 N o r t h A f r i c a M i s s i o n
3 , 0 0 0 A f r i c a I n l a n d M i s s i o n
1,000 Gospel Recordings, USA
1,000 Christ ian Missionary Fellowship
1 , 0 0 0 I n t e r n a t i o n a l M i s s i o n a r y A d v a n c e
1 , 0 0 0 I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d e n t s , I n c .
2,000 UP Order for World Evangelization

12,000 Frontier Prayer Partners

This means that if these agencies reach
these goals, they will annually receive $100 x
12,000 =$1,200,000 designated for Frontier
Mission work, of which ($15 x12,000)
$180,000 wi l l come to us.

B u t n o t e : i s n ' t i t c u r i o u s t h a t i f t h a t
amount o f money were to come to us in the
f o r m o f " f a i t h a d v a n c e s , " i t w o u l d , i n f a c t ,
put us completely in the clear? But mission
agencies are not as likely to be in aposition
to advance funds as are local congregations.

S o t h a t ' s w h e r e w e a r e a t t h i s C h r i s t ¬
mas season--resting in His care. God has
d o n e m i r a c l e a f t e r m i r a c l e f o r u s i n t h e
past. He often chooses to let his people
fact cr is is af ter cr is is-- for His own glory 's
sake. There is nothing to be ashamed of
when we a re i n t he cen te r o f H i s w i l l , as
w e t r u l y s e e k t o b e .

To h a v e a fi n a n c i a l c r i s i s e v e r y t h r e e
months is not surpr is ing to us. Af ter a l l ,
they are merely our mortgage payments,
a n d a s s u c h a r e p l a n n e d , n o t u n e x p e c t e d .
W e k n e w w e w o u l d h a v e t h e s e c r i s e s f o r
seven years at least. And we have had
them, now , for four years.

A l ternat ive ly, then, we seek churches
and groups to make a$750 "faith advance"
by December 31. That's $15 times 50 people.
The enclosed brochure speaks of needing 333
groups. Now, Dec. 18th, i t 's only 240!

R e m e m b e r, t h e s e g r o u p s a r e o n l y t h e
beg inn ing . Many o thers are in p rocess . The
Evangelical Free Church is now officially in¬
volved with its own version of the Daily
Prayer Guide. So also is an active group of
evangel icals wi th in the Uni ted Presbyter ian
Church. They are th ink ing in te rms o f
100 ,000 !

So rejoice. Nothing is going wrong.
Nothing is out of control . In fact, more
than ever before things are really going
r igh t . Bu t do con t inue to p ray.

Christmas is at ime for rejoicing.
I m m a n u e l - - G o d i s w i t h u s . H o w w o n d e r f u l
to be reminded of this thought once again.

We believe we see light at the end of the
tunnel! Don't you? Even if we do not make
t h e D e c . 3 1 s t d e a d l i n e , e v e n i f a N o t i c e o f
Default is posted. We still have 90 days, and
at the rate th ings are happening, I t ru ly be¬
lieve we'll be able to catch up, stay up, and
to over the top with our large payment in
1983. Ipray that the Lord wi l l g ive you the
s a m e f a i t h .

Yours ,in His loving care ,

This is afirst class mai l ing that
assumes your cont inuing interest.
In case this project is not something
you wish to hear about more than
o n c e a y e a r p l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o t e l l
u s t h a t o n t h e e n c l o s e d c a r d .

Cordially in His Commission,


