
Mr 1005 a

^This is Roberta Th i s i s Ra lph ^
^ Dear wonderful friends. Dear faithful friends,. M F -

I've just told Ralph that we should change the Here is something very curious. Roberta and I—even
design and greeting here to Happy New Year, or you as you read this letter—are dependent ultimately onM

T» something like that. The one consolation we have for the existence of that very special Person, the God "who is^
being late is that our letter does not fall into your there." That's why the issue that disturbs inany comes at
hands with ahundred others which you may have Christmas time-then it is we "face the music" on the
received during December. And unless you haveultimate question of who Jesus was. That's why we enclose JBT
available adesign of little naked cherubs depicting aapungent, exciting document on the significance of
new year, just what could we do indicate 1996 that Christmas.
would already be on acomputer design disk? So we'll Then, those of us who are older must face the fact that asCH
just stay with the holly. It may be our last holly the years tick away we ourselves are leading up to anotherW
anyhow, since acouple days ago we cut down the 40- "ultimate" of sorts—as our own personal time runs out.
year-old holly tree at our front door whose trunk was One of the most vexed questions of the human story has
so big that we feared the root structure was endan- b<>en the matter of the "succession" of leadership
gering our foundation. Ifelt abit sad to see it go yyg want to leave behind something of value. Robertâ ^S^
because Ilove holly and what it stands for. But it is a j inherited both ablessing and agrave responsibility
relief not to worry about stepping when dozens of acres and dozens of families became part of
on aholly leaf when barefoot! our larger and unavoidable "family" here in

So, we're off to the races P a s a d e n a . T h i s g r o u p , i s l e g a l l y k n o w n a s
again—or so it seems to me. My " T h e F r o n t i e r M i s s i o n F e l l o w s h i p " ( a l s o
teaching schedule begins in afew k n o w n a s T h e U . S . C e n t e r f o r W o r l d
days on the 16th, and from then M i s s i o n ) ,
until rnid-March, Imteaching in o n - g o i n g l i f e a n d v i s i o n o f t h i s
nine different cities, and e n t e r p r i s e i s i n t h e h a n d s o f a p e r m a n e n t
speaking 12 times in seven " f e l l o w s h i p " p a t t e r n e d a f t e r h i s t o r -
weeks. Pray that my voice and ^ j c a j m i s s i o n s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h h a v e
my strength will hold out. y r e m a i n e d t r u e a c r o s s t h e g e n e r a -
(Maybe Ishould ask that you t i o n s

° K T U I . U ° b y n o w o u r o w n c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s h a v e b e e n g o n eWhen Icome home to stay in March, Ihave the(iousands of miles away) for many years now, other ^
Voyagers Sunday School class, trying to fimsh my m e a n i n g f u l
^ ■ t e a m h e r e i n P a s a d e n a . W h a t h b s c o m e t o g e t h e r i s s o m e -

For at least four years now we have not been able t̂ ing Ibegan to think through years ago: art intentional
to get all together afamily. The last "near miss" was acommunity
couple of years ago in London for all but our ês, our ten years of work and further reflection inyoungest daughter sfamily This year before Guatemala plus my teaching for ten years at FullerChristmas we were all together here in Pasadenailidified certain pLpectives about theexcep for our third daughter .s family mLondon.^move.neni vrL sort of tiling has
Sigh!) It makes It very hard ind^d to take acompletecongregations. They wither and die. Notfamily picture. Ihave to admit that it is abit less denominations, they too fall on hard ground and slowlychaotic with ten instead of thirteen children under 14. > j> e z

This time the sons-in-law-Bless their hearts!- ^ organization which has often survivedallowed Ralph and me and these three (o our four) " i n t e n t i o n a l
^ 1 w1^^ community" in which children are not necessarily expectedChildren and chaos. That was wonderful. We love our .̂ t̂ ^̂ Hcally to follow the lead of their parents. Lch newgrandchi dren, but it is hard to carry on an adult

conversation with so many chi dren around. Like Billy ^
Graham has said (so I've ^en tNd), You^ve to s^ ^them come and you love to see them go. Or is that , , ^ ^ ,
merely asign that we're ayear older? At the same time we stnve inightily to nourish and bless

,,, t_ j. i- ● 1. i.u ●j o u r o w n n a t u r a l f a m i l i e s , w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e y a r e a p a r t o f
Weareheadingnowfurtherintothewnd̂  our intentional community (called the Frontier MissL ̂tackle the preparation of Module IE of our WorldPeUowship). Many of our̂ ple have enjoyed much richer AChristian Foundations curriculum (an entire M.A^relationships with family Sbers after coming here tojg^progr^). Throughout these four arduous years Itaskorient̂  fellowship; it is bound togetherdon't know whatever we would have done without^
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*Roberta Cont. Ralph Cont.^
Corinne Armstrong and her team carrying the
heaviest part of the load on this. This particular
"module" is the one covering the human story from
200A.D. to 1980. This story happens to be our

What is our purpose? It seems to cover an immense span
of different activities. Illustrations of that spectrum:

1. We just invested over $25,000 in sending out over
100,000 copies of anew 'Joshua Project" bulletin (by giving

specialty. (In my many travels I've just mentioned. I'm over our entire issue of Mission Frontiers to this purpose),
teaching the same thing in much condensed form for Earlier this year, twenty-three of our team were in Korea
Perspectives classes). working behind the scenes in the largest, most representa-

We are still longing to see apowerful spiritual tive meeting in history stemming from the diverse peoples
revival such as our forebears knew in the Great Awak- of our world today,
ening (mid 1700s), the Finney and Moody revivals of
the 1800s and those early in this century on both
coasts. There are breezes blowing, but the mighty
rushing wind of Acts 2has still not arrived. We pray
for tha t .

f t
2. At the same time we just published 5,000 sets of four

volumes each—the four Gospels—in Greek, each page
recording line after line of the Greek New Testament along
with all the other lines from the 45 most ancient and author-

f t itative manuscripts of the Greek New Testament. This will
inevitably become astandard study tool in all the world'sHow about the Unreached Peoples movement?

Twenty years ago when we started the USCWM, there theological schools,
were very few voices speaking in those terms. Now
the huge, marvelous global network called the A.D.
2000 Movement has come alongside and is really
taking alot of leadership.

We at the USCWM still have amajor promise to
fulfill in the Million Person Campaign. Iwrote 20
more chapters to update IWill Do aNew Thing, then
we decided the book was too expensive to give out
free, and too long to expect most peop
have to write ashorter version to challenge those not
yet involved to labor and to pray. Please pray for the
production of this new, smaller book.

We are both well—just minor aches and pains to
rem ind us t ha t we won ' t l i ve f o reve r—a t l eas t no t i n

this life. We've just celebrated our 44th wedding anni¬
versary. It's been agood marriage. God cho^ very,
very well for both of us, we feel, and wish that all
could experience the
harmony and excitement we
have had in living and
working together for so
long.

What is the common denominator? Both of these projects
bring glory to God, defend His Name, manifest His glory,
stimulate His work for outreach to the ends of the earth.
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How did our team happen to choose these projects?

Because no one else seemed to be available. No was ready to
do exactly these things.

Most of what we do—including these two projects—is in
collaboration with others. We certainly do not wish to draw
credit from others to ourselves.) But now and then in the
course of history good things need alittle extra push from
an alert team of people who are "ready for any good work'
a s P a u l a d m o n i s h e d T i t u s t o b e .

Our next issue of Mission Frontiers—going to the press:
afew days—will carry asummary of all the good things in
which we have been involved this past year. Iwon't try to
go over them, but will merely explain that we are feeling a
bit more precarious than ever before. And we are. Time

becomes more precious as life
becomes more precarious.

In short, we are overwhelmed
with needs couples with opportu-

_, , , n i t i e s l i k e w e n e v e r h a v e h a d
Each Of our daughters b e f o r e . C o m m e r i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n shas gone tluough hard times this year-^ither . "support" from eve.y sal̂  as demands increase theeconoinically (they are all missionarip, on support, as Lppoî încreases as well,we are) or in other even more difficult ways. But we ^ ,

are trusting God to work out everything for their good ̂
and for his glory. Pray for them too, please.

We are looking forward to this new year. May it WORKERS. We are facing an almost impossible situationbe the year when God moves in amighty way all over"outsoû g" as much as
eear ,as isays in possible. We are contemplating hiring acommerical writer
All over the world the Spirit is moving to assist Roberta get this new book into print. But you can't

All over the world as the prophets said it would be buy vision and commitment with money. We need people
All over the world, there's amighty revelationwith warm hearts and ready hands to help with the

Of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cauer the sea. expanding challenges. Do help us pray for that.
(See Habakkuk 2-14 Isaiah 11 -9) Meanwhile, we are grateful beyond words for the clear

Until then-or at least until next year, faithfulness you have manifested toward usA J ' a c r o s s t h e y e a r s .
Love, g r a t i t u d e u n b o u n d e d ,

Ralph £4^ " r

le to read. So we
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