
D e a r F r i e n d ,

You are one of those fa i r ly rare people

Who have had techn ica l t ra in ing , a t l eas t aB .S . i n sc ience o r
e n g i n e e r i n g , a n d

W h o i s a n o r d a i n e d m a n p r e s e n t l y i n t h e m i n i s t r y w i t h a t l e a s t a
B.D. beh ind you. (Or you have aB.D. and though not orda ined are fu l ly
employed in some Chr is t ian organizat ion. )
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S o m e o t h e r s w i t h s i m i l a r b a c k g r o u n d s h a v e r e c e n t l y m e t a n d d e c i d e d t h a t ,
few as we are, we ought to be able to accomplish something as unique as our
in te rd isc ip l inary backgrounds by the s imp le techn ique o f ge t t ing to know
each o the r and d i scuss ing t h i ngs w i t h i n ou r pa r t i cu l a r f e l l owsh ip .

Some of us met together in aChinese restaurant early in December and
worked ou t the fo l low ing ten ta t i ve "purpose" fo r aproposed "Amer ican Assoc ia¬
t i o n o f E n g i n e e r s a n d S c i e n t i s t s i n t h e M i n i s t r y.

"To develop fe l lowship and interact ion between men in the ministry who
have eng ineer ing o r sc ien t i fic backgrounds , to focus a t ten t ion on a reas o f
concern to the Chr is t ian church in wh ich techn ica l fac to rs may be c ruc ia l ,
a n d t o e n c o u r a g e c r i t i c a l , c o n s t r u c t i v e , a n d p r a c t i c a l a n a l y s i s i n t h e s e
a r e a s . "

( T h i s n a m e i s a l s o t e n t a t i v e . )

Yo u w i l l h a v e r e c e i v e d t h i s l e t t e r f r o m a f r i e n d . T h i s k i n d o f g r a p e v i n e
is the method we are us ing to contact a l l potent ia l members . I f you can th ink
o f a b e t t e r o n e , p l e a s e t e l l u s . I f y o u a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n f o l l o w i n g d e v e l o p ¬
ments , re tu rn the in fo rmat ion asked fo r on the enc losed ca rd . The ten ta t i ve
address is mere ly that o f one o f those that met in the res taurant ; there is no
organization of any kind sponsoring this, though we hope an organization will
c o m e o u t o f i t .

You can see tha t eve ry th ing i s ten ta t i ve IAgrea t dea l depends on your
i n t e r e s t a n d w i l l i n g n e s s t o c o l l a b o r a t e i n g e t t i n g c o p i e s o f t h i s l e t t e r o u t t o
others who are potential members. As names come in, we'll periodically send out
the new to ta l membersh ip so that we ' l l not be en l is t ing people tw ice, and so that
we can all see how far we are progressing. Don't delay on this! Organic growth
is awfully slow beginning; let's not let it be slower than necessary. Growth (G)
will likely be some kind of an inverse function (C =aconstanf) of your reaction
t i m e ( r ) , e . g . ; n

G = C
r

Don't hesitate to send us your comments and suggestions of any kind, posi¬
tive or negative. We hope to get out abulletin in which ideas and thoughts can
be shared with the whole group.

C o r d i a l l y y o u r s i n C h r i s t ,

Dr. Ralph D. Winter, for the group
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