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T h e B u d H a n c o c k ' sF R O M :

Apr i l 15 , 1978D A T E :

GIVE UP AND WIN?S U B J E C T :

In the midst of abroken and despairing world it is sometimes easy
to give up. The mounting complexities of living, the vast "sea" of
humanity in quest for meaning and survival and the evident selfish¬
ness which rips apart nations, communities and families all combine
to give us asense of ano-win struggle at times.

Is there such athing as giving up and winning? Recently aclose
friend, Bernie May, of Wycliffe Bible Translators, wrote the
f o l l o w i n g :

The idea of 'g iv ing up' never appeals to us mascul ine
t y p e s . W e p r e f e r t h e p u l l - y o u r s e l f - u p - b y - y o u r - b o o t s t r a p s
m e t h o d , t h e b l o o d - s w e a t - a n d - t e a r s a p p r o a c h t o l i f e .

II I

H o w e v e r , G o d o f t e n b r i n g s t o m i n d R . G . L e To u r n e a u ' s
l i t t l e P I P E R T R I - P A C E R . T h e i n c i d e n t o c c u r r e d i n t h e
l a t e 1 9 5 0 s o n a j u n g l e a i r s t r i p i n t h e f o o t h i l l s o f t h e
A n d e s . T h e r e w e r e f o u r b i g m e n i n t h e l i t t l e p l a n e . I t
was,,a simple case of too much weight and not enough
h o r s e p o w e r . T h e p l a n e s t a g g e r e d o f f t h e e n d o f t h e
m o u n t a i n s t r i p , s e t t l e d i n t o t h e m i d d l e o f a s w i r l i n g
j u n g l e r i v e r , a n d fl i p p e d o v e r .

T h e m e n q u i c k l y s c r a m b l e d o u t o f t h e p l a n e a n d b e g a n
s w i m m i n g f r a n t i c a l l y t o w a r d s h o r e , o n l y 5 0 y a r d s a w a y.
H o w e v e r , t h e c u r r e n t w a s m u c h t o o s t r o n g . B e f o r e t h e y
h a d g o n e 1 0 y a r d s t o w a r d s h o r e t h e y h a d b e e n s w e p t a
quarter of amile „downstrearn. Death seemed imminent.

T o t a l l y e x h a u s t e d , t h e fi r s t m a n fi n a l l y g a v e u p . B u t
a s h i s b o d y w e n t l i m p a n d h i s f e e t b e g a n t o s e t t l e , t h e y
t o u c h e d t h e b o t t o m o f t h e r i v e r b e d . T o h i s a m a z e m e n t

t h e r i v e r , w h i c h w a s s w e e p i n g t h e m t o w a r d t h e i r d e a t h ,
w a s o n l y 3 0 i n c h e s d e e p . S t a n d i n g t a l l i n t h e w a t e r h e
s h o u t e d t o h i s s t r u g g l i n g c o m p a n i o n s t o s t o p s w i m m i n g a n d
p u t t h e i r f e e t d o w n .
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R e j o i c i n g , b u t r e d - f a c e d , a l l f o u r m e n w a d e d s a f e l y t o s h o r e .

I ' v e d o n e t h a t s o o f t e n i t h u r t s t o t h i n k a b o u t i t . O n l y G o d k n o w s
h o w m u c h m y a r m s a n d l e g s a c h e f r o m t h e f u t i l e e x e r c i s e o f t r y i n g
t o s t a y a fl o a t i n s h a l l o w w a t e r . I t ' s l i k e fl y i n g w h i t e - k n u c k l e d
a l l t h r o u g h l i f e .

T i m e a n d a g a i n I h a v e b e e n f o r c e d t o g i v e u p . E a c h t i m e m y
m a s c u l i n i t y t a k e s a n o t h e r b l o w . Y e t i n e v e r y s i t u a t i o n I h a v e
f o u n d t h e m o m e n t I ' l e t g o a n d l e t G o d '
t h e e v e r - l a s t i n g a r m s .

t h a t u n d e r n e a t h a r e

I t i s p o s s i b l e t o s t r u g g l e d o g g e d l y a n d l o s e e v e r y t h i n g . I t i s
a l s o p o s s i b l e t o l o s e y o u r l i f e , a n d i n t h e p r o c e s s , fi n d i t . "

Again, our often futile struggle and our finite perspective is in contrast to
His design and transcending view illustrated in Scripture and our experience
as ad i v i ne pa radox . He b ids us t o l ose ou r l i f e and find i t and t o su r rende r
and find victory in Him. After spending 19 years in formal education it is a
bi t humi l iat ing to re-enter God's "k indergarten" per iodical ly. This "refresher
course" we have come to welcome, however, as an important part of His molding
and shaping us into more of what He wants us to be.

The DAS ministry is meeting vital needs of God's people providing an increased
ability in the field to both meet the human needs at the village level and
apply more of the missionaries' energy and dollar support to their primary task.
For example, in the Dominican Republic we have facilitated formation of an
indigenous evangelical development council. This group of believers represents
ten evangelical churches and agencies. With our assistance an $80,000 project
has been planned and funded providing eight pure water wells for village people.
Ninety per cent of these people have been suffering from acute gastrointestinal
disorders great ly affect ing their abi l i ty to funct ion as product ive ci t izens.
Amore effective witness for Christ is now possible enabling the Living Water
o f L i f e t o b e m o r e u n d e r s t o o d a n d a v a i l a b l e t o t h e m u l t i t u d e s t h e r e .

We invite you to receive ablessing through sharing in the ongoing ministry of
DAS in providing the opportunity for people in other needy lands to drink of
t h e W a t e r o f L i f e a s w e l l .

Also, please note that effective May 1, 1978, gifts designated for our personal
support should be made payable to DAS, Inc. Thank you for enabling us through
your prayers, support, and encouragement, to represent the King of Kings in this
f u l fi l l i n g w a y.

Thank you for your continued prayer for our son Tim. There is no change to
repor t t o you a t t h i s t ime .

J o y f u l l y i n H i s c a r e & s e r v i c e .

Bud &Linda and fami ly


