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D e a r R a l p h ,

J u s t a b r i e f n o t e . . . b e c a u s e y o u m e a n s o m u c h t o m e .

I rea l ized tha t even more dur ing our t ime together a t V ISION 86. Dur ing
t h e t i m e o f p r a y e r a n d s i n g i n g a t t h e l a s t s e s s i o n , a s w e w e r e a l l
gathered at the f ront , I looked down at you standing there among the
rest, and my heart leaped with praise to our Father for having brought
o u r l i v e s t o g e t h e r. I ' v e t o l d y o u b e f o r e , b u t I m u s t t e l l y o u a g a i n ,
t h a t G o d h a s p u t s o m u c h i n t o m e t h r o u g h y o u — t h i n g s t h a t g o w a y b e y o n d
s t r a t e g y a n d s t a t i s t i c s . Y o u h a v e h a d a p r o f o u n d s p i r i t u a l m i n i s t r y i n
m e , f o r w h i c h I w i l l b e e t e r n a l l y g r a t e f u l t o o u r S a v i o r . I m e a n t h a t .

I n f a c t , I s u d d e n l y r e m e m b e r e d o n S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , a f t e r e v e r y o n e w a s g o n e
and Iwas standing before the SVM marker one last time: I t w a s y o u r a r t i c l e
in 1974 in CT on the SVM ("In the offing") that brought me to Ful ler Theological
S e m i n a r y a n d S W l ' l . O f c o u r s e I d i d n ' t k n o w a n y t h i n g a b o u t y o u a t t h e t i m e .
B u t t h a t a r t i c l e c a m e s o c l o s e t o t h i n g s o n m y h e a r t t h a t I d e c i d e d t h a t
I s h o u l d g e t o u t t o a s c h o o l t h a t w o u l d h a r b o r s u c h v i s i o n a r i e s .

N o w, 1 2 y e a r s l a t e r w e w e r e t o g e t h e r a t t h e v e r y s p o t w h e r e t h e S V M
b e g a n , a n d i n t h e m i d s t o f a n e w g e n e r a t i o n o f s t u d e n t s a n d m o b l l i z e r s t h a t
I b e l i e v e , w i t h y o u , w i l l m a k e , ' a l o n g w i t h m a n y o t h e r s l i k e t h e m , t h e S V M
t o p a l e b y c o m p a r i s o n . A s I s t o o d a t t h e m a r k e r I w a s a g a i n d e e p l y m o v e d
with praise for al l the "seeds” you have planted in so many of the people
a t V i s i o n a n d M t . H e r m o n 8 6 , t h a t a r e n o w b e g i n n i n g t o b e a r f r u i t . I t r e a l l y
i s a n e w d a y . A n d , a s a r e s u l t , y o u n o w h a v e a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o h a v e m a n y
s p i r i t u a l c h i l d r e n .

M y l o v e i s s e n t t o y o u a n d R o b e r t a i n a l l s i n c e r i t y - a n d r e s p e c t . W h e r e v e r
I g o , p a r t o f y o u g o e s w i t h m e . A n d , i n t h e e n d , a l l o f i t i s r e a l l y p a r t
o f o u r L o r d J e s u s . T o H i m I g i v e t h e fi n a l g r a t i t u d e .
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