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Movements Starting Movements



God's Word grows like a seed, and it produces a crop. 

Jyothi grew up in a somewhat Christian family in India – 
the seed of the Gospel was planted in their hearts, but 
there was no growth. Her family would study the verses 
they liked, but most of the seeds fell on rocky soil. 

WWhile attending church, Jyothi's pastor gave her a Talking 
Bible. He knew she needed the seed of God's Word at 
home. 

Morning and evening, Jyothi played the Talking Bible in 
her house. After such a short time, she sees growth in 
herself.

She She knows God is always with her, so she chooses to 
hand over her struggles to Him. Jyothi is now sowing the 
seed of the Gospel. Jyothi's husband and boys started to 
listen as well.
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Our mandate is to: Publish his glorious deeds 
among the nations. Tell everyone about the 
amazing things he does (Ps. 96:3, NLT).

As is the case with most mission endeavors, 
our staff is support-raised, and magazine costs 
are subsidized by donations from faithful 
readers like yourself. All of this is so that we 
can keep our magazine price exceptionally 
low. Donating to the magazine helps us get it 
further and farther in the Kingdom and bless 
our readers in the process. If you would like 
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please go to www.frontierventures.org, click 
on the Donate button, and put MA 030 in the 
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Wood, Editor, go to the same address and use 
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movements are starting. Some of the answers 
may be surprising, and call for adjustments in our 
attitudes and efforts toward seeing all of earth’s 
peoples impacted with the Gospel. 

It turns out that 80–90% of currently existing 
movements have been started by other movements!

Just five years ago, the January-February 2018 issue 
of Mission Frontiers, with its theme “Are You In?”, 
introduced the global 24:14 Coalition (2414now.
net). This group of CPM practitioners has grown 
and matured in the few years since its launch. 
It includes house church movements from South 
Asia, Muslim-background movements from the 
10/40 window, mission sending agencies, church-
planting networks in post-modern regions, 
established churches and many other groups.

The editorial of the 2018 issue described a 
“New Paradigm—Multiplying Movements,” giving 
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Great News: 
Movements are Starting 

New Movements
By DAVE COLES, Guest Editor
Dave Coles (dcoles778@gmail.org) is an encourager and 
resourcer of Church Planting Movements among unreached 
groups, serving with Beyond (Beyond.org). He served among 
Muslims in Southeast Asia for 24 years. He has dozens of 
articles published about Church Planting Movements. He is 
coauthor of Bhojpuri Breakthrough: A Movement that Keeps 
Multiplying, coeditor of 24:14 - A Testimony to All Peoples, 
and associate editor of Motus Dei: The Movement of God to 
Disciple the Nations.

I often tell people, “My job is to hear about the 
incredible works of God and proclaim the incredible 
works of God. That’s a pretty unbeatable job.” 
Sometimes when speaking to a group, I tell them, 
“I’m going to give you some good news: the kind 
of news you almost never find on the internet or 
on TV. Most of what’s out there is bad news. Scary 
news. Irritating news. I’ve got news that is thrilling!”

Kingdom movements (four or more generations of 
churches planting churches, in multiple streams) are 
happening outside the direct personal experience of 
most of us. We didn’t come to faith in a movement 
and we’ve not catalyzed a movement. We know 
missionaries who have labored faithfully for many 
years and not seen a movement result. Some of us 
(myself included) are, or have been, workers who 
saw some fruit among the unreached, but nothing 
resembling a movement. As a result, the whole 
idea of catalyzing a movement can have an aura of 
mystery about it. 

We may have learned about how movements begin, 
and tried implementing the seven “High Value 
Activities,” but not yet seen a movement result.

That can lead some to questions: “Is there a 
secret ingredient for catalyzing a movement?” 
“Do movements only happen in certain places—
places where I’m not?” Recent research has given 
us more information about how and where new 

High Value Activities of a Movement Catalyst
(Adjust these as needed for your CPM process—T4T, DMM, 4 Fields, Zume, etc.)

1.	 Focus on God’s Word

2.	 Multiply extraordinary prayer

3.	 Go out among the lost

4.	 See groups start (Note that outsiders typically turn the 
potential Person of Peace over to a near-neighbor, if at 
all possible, and let them start the group.)

5.	 Cast vision

6.	 Train believers  to go out among the lost and train 
believers.

7.	 On-going coaching (Training groups are one source 
for finding implementers. They are then grouped into 
ongoing coaching circles, if possible, or trained 1-1 until 
you have more coaches.)



E
D

ITO
R

IA
L

the encouraging fact that “In over 600 areas 
and peoples, disciples are making disciples and 
churches are planting churches faster than the 
growth in population.” In the five years since then, 
the number of known movements has more than 
tripled: to 1967! Some of those movements already 
existed in 2018 and have more recently become 
known to the 24:14 database. Hundreds of others 
have newly crossed the threshold to more than 
four generations, to be counted as Church Planting 
Movements. And we’ve discovered a key reason 
for that phenomenal increase: movements are not 
only multiplying disciples, churches, and leaders. 
Movements are also multiplying movements! 

The “Are You In?” issue described some known 
first fruits of this reality, with three vignettes 
of “Movements Multiplying Movements.” 
We’ve now learned that this phenomenon is 
happening in hundreds of places, as disciples carry 
the good news across various boundaries (cultural, 
ethnic, linguistic and/or geographic) to people 
groups who still need to hear. 

In this issue, we’re blessed to be able to offer you 
a few security-sensitive glimpses into some ways 
God is accomplishing this multiplication through 
his servants. Our lead article, “Cascading Gospel: 
Movements Starting Movements,” gives some 
background behind this phenomenon, along with 
five missiological problems and how movements-
starting-movements brings answers to these 
problems. The article “Movements Spreading as God 
Leads His Children” testifies of the Lord leading 
disciples to take the Gospel across boundaries 
of geography, ethnicity and nationality, resulting 
in generational multiplication of disciples and 
churches. “DMM Jumps to Another Desert Tribe” 
illustrates how even relatively new believers and 
churches are bringing good news to those that 
many would consider very hard to reach. In “Look 
Where You have Cousins,” we see how Spirit-led 
strategizing with prayer and fasting led to numerous 
open doors for Gospel advance. We also see how 
careful observation and analysis brought multiplied 
fruit among proximate (nearby) unreached peoples. 
Recognizing the Spirit’s work in organic cross-

cultural outreach is bringing increased intentionality 
in watching for opportunities to bring the Gospel to 
proximate peoples.

“Disciple Making Movement Jumps to Another 
Continent” describes a long leap in movement 
multiplication—the kind of jump-over that only 
God’s Spirit could have planned. “Cloud by Day Fire 
by Night” testifies of the importance of “listening to 
and obeying the voice of the Holy Spirit on every 
occasion, rather than depending on or presuming that 
a pattern or method which worked last time would 
be appropriate in the next opportunity.” This family 
of multiplying movements in hard places shares six 
categories of questions they ask, then “wait for an 
answer from the Holy Spirit and God’s Word that fits 
the context and is confirmed in all of our hearts.” 

The article “Multiplying Movements through 
Organic Growth” describes the organic expansion 
that has allowed this family of movements to 
multiply into numerous ethnic groups and nations. 
Through careful analysis of the Spirit’s work, they 
share with us the movement-multiplying social 
patterns and empowerment dynamics that have 
made possible tremendous multiplication of 
movements in their region. “How Long to Reach the 
Goal?” analyzes data on movements over the past 
30 years and considers possibilities for the future 
in light of that data. “What Must be Done?” then 
wraps up our theme section with consideration of 
possible roles God’s Spirit might be calling each of 
us to play, in light of His amazing work in our day.

We have the privilege of living in a time when 
God’s kingdom is forcefully advancing among 
the unreached. Challenges are many and threats 
abound. Yet in the midst of all these, we can praise 
God for his mighty work among the nations. Often 
the greatest threat is the apathy or distractedness of 
God’s own people. As we pray for continued advance 
to the unreached, we can also pray for faithfulness 
and a radical focus on Jesus among those who name 
the name of Christ. And we can offer our own lives 
afresh as a living sacrifices for his glory. May the 
Lord move in your heart and mind as you read the 
exciting news in this issue.    
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Cascading Gospel: 
Movements 
Starting 
Movements 

I was born in Indonesia, where my parents were 
missionaries and served during an amazing 
movement of God in 1966-68, when an estimated 
two million Javanese Muslims came into the 
church.1 Years later, my wife and I were praying 
about our call to missions. Where did God want us 
to go? We felt an urging from God to serve those in 
greatest need of the Gospel. 

Due to the millions of Indonesian Christians, 
I saw no need for pioneer efforts there. Imagine 
my surprise to realize an estimated 121 million 
Indonesians were part of 200+ Unreached People 
Groups (UPGs)! In 1996, Indonesian leaders 
gathered to consider the Great Commission need 
within Indonesia. Significant collaborative advances 
were made in prayer, research and mobilization. 
Within just five years, the number of Indonesian 
UPGs being served by Gospel workers grew from 
only 21 to over 100! Amazing and sacrificial efforts 
were made in the centuries prior and the years 
after 1996, but 28 years ago there were 121 million 
unreached Indonesians and today there are 192.5 
million unreached Indonesians. 

In 1996 and afterward, our motivation was right, 
our desire was great, tremendous prayer and 

1 � Willis, Avery T. 1977 Indonesian Revival: Why Two Million 
Came to Christ. Pasadena: William Carey Library Publishing.

By STAN PARKS 
Stan Parks, Ph.D. is a trainer and coach for a variety of 
Church Planting Movements around the world. He helps 
lead the 24:14 Coalition to start CPM engagements in every 
Unreached People Group and place by 2025 (2414now.net). 
As part of the Ethne leadership team he helped various 
Ephesus teams seeking to start cascading CPMs in large UPG 
clusters. He is the VP of Global Strategies with Beyond. Email: 
stan@beyond.org

God is on the move! He is starting Church Planting 
Movements (CPMs), the only ministry approach in 
which kingdom growth exceeds population growth, 
while also transforming societies from within—in 
holistic and financially sustainable ways. In CPMs, 
disciples multiply disciples, churches multiply 
churches, and leaders multiply leaders. We are 
also learning that movements multiply movements! 
A survey of leaders representing over 1500 CPMs 
showed that 80–90% of movements have been 
started by other movements. These movements 
are cascading from their initial peoples and places 
into other peoples and places, both near and far. 
And these movements are our best hope under God 
to fulfill the Great Commission in our lifetime. 

Matthew 28:19 records Jesus’ command to make 
disciples of all ethnē. And we know from Revelation 
7:9 that there will be a vast multitude from every 
tribe and language and people and ethnē worship-
ping God before God’s throne. ALL. EVERY. 
We don’t know when this will happen, but we do 
know this is God’s plan.

I use the Greek world ethnē because the common 
translation “nation” often causes people to think of 
political nation-states instead of ethno-linguistic 
nations. But seeing the church established in a 
political nation is not enough.
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mobilization happened, and many people made 
great sacrifices. But we made a fundamental 
mistake. We thought sending workers to all these 
groups would result in reaching them. But the vast 
majority of us used traditional methods to try to 
reach groups that had been either resistant or cut 
off from the Gospel for centuries. We saw some 
bright spots, but for the most part we failed to make 
enough impact to offer real hope of reaching these 
groups. 

Around the world, there has been an upsurge in 
attention to the unreached in the last 30 years. 
But the results are not better. 

•	 2.25 billion (28%) of the world’s people do not 
have access to the Gospel.2

•	 3.37 billion (42.5%) of the world’s people are 
members of the world’s 7,415 Unreached People 
Groups3. 

•	 Only 18.3% of non-Christians personally know 
a Christian,4 and if current trends continue, that 
will grow to only 20% by 2050! How can they 
hear unless someone tells them?

And the problem is more complicated than just 
these facts. 

Problem #1: We need to count 
up before we can count down. 
One danger among some Great Commission 
thinkers is the desire to count down. We want to 
determine the number of groups who need to 
be reached, then mark them off our list—based 
on certain markers of activities as opposed to 
outcomes. But our goal is the Gospel for every 
person and multiplying churches that saturate and 
transform every community within that people/
language/tribe/ethnē. 

2 � www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/
wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/01/Status-of-Global-
Christianity-2022.pdf

3  �By Joshua Project’s definition of groups where Evangelicals 
<= 2%; Professing Christians <= 5%

4 � www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/
wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/01/Status-of-Global-
Christianity-2022.pdf

We almost certainly have more segments than just 
7415 UPGs to reach. Some strategists estimate 
needing a movement effort for each segment of 
100,000 people. One engagement for every segment 
of 100,000 people among 3.37 billion Unreached 
People Groups would be a minimum of 33,700 
segments. When you add to “peoples” their “places” 
(such as the 43,000 world’s districts), the increase 
in complexity is daunting. If each district averages 
three segments, that could be 120,000 places in 
need of movements.

Answer: Movements are cascading into multiple 
people and places around them. With the DNA 
of every disciple being a disciple maker and close 
cultural affinity to the peoples around them, they 
are far better suited to reach them. 

Problem #2: Some “single” people 
groups are actually multiple 
groups (they are waffles, not 
pancakes). 
Jesus did not tell us to disciple a few individuals, 
but to disciple entire ethnē.  The Greek 
word  ethnos  (singular of ethnē) is defined as “a 
body of persons united by kinship, culture, and 
common traditions, nation, people.”5 Revelation 5:9 
and 7:9 round out the picture of the ethnē who will 
be reached, adding three more descriptive terms: 
tribes, peoples, and languages—various groups with 
common identities.

In our urgency to simplify the task, for mobilization 
and strategy, we have lost some wisdom from 
the early pioneers of the unreached concept. 
The Lausanne 1982 people group taskforce stated: 
for evangelistic purposes it is “the largest group 
within which the Gospel can spread as a church 
planting movement without encountering barriers 
of understanding or acceptance.”6

5 � Danker, Frederick William. 2000 A Greek-English Lexicon 
of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 
third edition, based on Walter Bauer and previous English 
editions by W.F. Arndt, F.W. Gingrich, and F.W. Danker. 
Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 276.

6  www.missionfrontiers.org/issue/article/unreached-peoples 
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God our Creator 
loves variety. So while we can 
recognize similar principles, 
each story of a movement 
starting another movement 
is unique. Learn from the 
following examples of 
God’s cascading Gospel, as 
movements start movements.

Here’s one specific example. In the 1990s, a research 
team led by Marvin Leech discovered that the Jawa 
(Javanese) people group, which had millions of 
believers and was counted as one large “reached” 
people group, was almost certainly at least eight 
distinct people groups by the Lausanne definition. 
Three of these groups had between 7–10% 
Evangelical Christians while five of them were 
less than 1% Christian. Obviously, barriers existed 
between the 10% Christian Jawa Negarigung and 
the 0.1% Christian Jawa Pesisir Lor. Counting them 
as one Jawa people group greatly neglected the five 
groups who were unreached.

Answer: We have seen movements start in all five 
of the Jawa UPGs in the last 10 years. They were 
started by movement catalysts from Indonesian 
and Javanese backgrounds. Much more effort 
is needed to reach 100+ million Jawa people, 
but this is a very encouraging start. Also of great 
importance is that these Jawa movements and other 
movement practitioners are reaching out and have 
started multiplying disciples and churches, with 
movements in 30+ UPGs and some pre-movement 
fruit in another 40+ UPGs. This same dynamic is 
happening all over the world! You will read other 
exciting examples in the rest of this issue. 

Problem #3: 2% may be too low. 
A history of the term “unreached” shows that prior 
to 1980, 20% seemed to be the accepted line between 
reached and unreached. Then in the 1980s, various 
figures such as 5%, 10%, 20% began to circulate. 

In 1995, a committee representing Operation 
World, Adopt-a-People, IMB, SIL, and AD2000 
made a decision to choose “somewhat arbitrary” 
criteria of less than 2% Evangelical Christian and 
5% Professing Christians.7

Dave Datema states he was “unable to find any 
other research or study to back up the choice of 
2% Evangelical as a criterion” nor could he find 
“research to justify” the use of 5%.”8 

Interestingly, Patrick Johnstone writes in 2011 that 
many sociologists take 20% as the point at which a 
population segment begins to impact the worldview 
of the wider society.9 

In 2011, a study out of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute found that the “tipping point” for the rapid 
spread of ideas was 10%. “Once that number grows 
above 10 percent, the idea spreads like flame.”10 
Perhaps we should re-open the conversation about 
percentages and consider the current evidence in 
making this decision.  

Answer: Movements are not just good at starting; 
they are very strong at sustaining efforts. Some 
movements are seeing 15, 20, even 30 generations. 
Once a movement reaches four generations in 
multiple streams, it is very likely to continue 
multiplying and effectively reach segments and sub-
segments of their people group(s).

Problem #4: Overemphasis on 
ethno-linguistic groups
I have been an eager proponent of focusing on 
UPGs. But we have to admit that many of us have 
focused almost exclusively on ethno-linguistic 
groups, without significantly noting tribal, language, 
cultural, kinship and many other groupings. 

7  �Datema, Dave. 2016 “Defining Unreached: A Short History”. 
International Journal of Frontier Missiology 33:2, 55-60. www.
ijfm.org/PDFs_IJFM/33_2_PDFs/IJFM_33_2-Datema.pdf. 

8  Ibid., 60-61.
9 � Johnstone, Patrick. 2011 The Future of the Global Church 

(Colorado Springs, CO: Global Mapping International), 224.
10 � Xie, J., et. al. 2011 “Minority Rules: Scientists Discover 

Tipping Point for the Spread of Ideas,” news.rpi.edu/
luwakkey/2902. Original paper is at: www.cs.rpi.
edu/~szymansk/papers/pre.11.pdf. 
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Consider the reality that people groups are not 
segregated into one pure homogenous homeland. 
They are increasingly intermingled with other 
groups. This is why the 24:14 Coalition has the vision 
of movements in every unreached people and place.

The starkest example is cities. There are “593 majority 
non-Christian megacities”.11 Justin Long states that 
the incredible complexity of the cities “means that 
including ‘cities’ as segments to be listed, focused 
on, described, researched, documented, tracked, 
measured, and strategically engaged is probably just 
as important as ‘unreached people groups.’”12

Answer: Movements are increasingly focused on 
reaching cities and geographical segments, in 
addition to ethno-linguistic segments. Several of 
the articles in this edition offer examples of this.

Problem #5: The failures of the 
Church13 
•	 The Church has roughly 3,000 times the financial 

resources and 9,000 times the manpower needed 
to finish the Great Commission.

•	 Evangelical Christians could provide all the 
funds needed to plant a church in each of the 
7,400 unreached people groups, with only 0.03% 
of their income.

•	 Annually, we spend $52 billion on missions of 
any kind. Meanwhile $59 billion is lost to theft 
by church members. 

Answer: God is doing a new thing! These 
movements are brand-new breakthroughs by God, 
with 2,000-year-old patterns. The global Church has 
the opportunity to join this fresh move of God. God 
is starting streams in the desert, as the most fruitful 
movements are growing in many of the (formerly) 
hardest, least reached peoples and places of the 
world. The rest of this issue shows the main way 
God seems to be working to reach the unreached. 

In the article in this issue: “How Long to Reach 
the Goal?,” Justin Long documents that since 1995, 

11 � Long, Justin. 2021 “Urbanization and Measuring the 
Remaining Task.” Mission Frontiers, Sept/Oct, 30-31.

12  Ibid.
13 � The following statistics are from www.thetravelingteam.

org/stats. 

movements have grown at “an average annual growth 
rate of 23%, or the number of believers doubling on 
average every 3.5 years.” That is far different from 
the 1.18% average growth rate of global Christianity 
in the last 20 years, or even the 1.8% growth of 
Evangelical and 1.89% of Pentecostal Christians.

This 23% growth is primarily internal, as the 
movements reach their own populations. And 
yet while seeking to reach their own desperately 
unreached people groups, these movement 
disciples are frequently compelled by the Spirit to 
reach beyond their borders to other nearby peoples 
and places.

We currently know of:
•	 1,967 CPMs
•	 1600+ pre-movements, with 2nd and 3rd 

generation fruit 
•	 2000+ other movement engagements

Notably, 200+ initial CPMs have started 
approximately 3,300 CPMs and pre-CPMs! We can 
begin to see how 33,700 or even 120,000 movement 
engagements could be possible.

God our Creator loves variety. So while we can 
recognize similar principles, each story of a 
movement starting another movement is unique. 
Learn from the following examples of God’s 
cascading Gospel, as movements start movements. 

As you read, ask God how you can be involved. Then 
read the concluding article, “What Must be Done?” 
for some specific ideas to spur your thinking. 

Stan Parks, Ph.D. serves  the 24:14 
Coalition (2414now.net) with  Beyond 
(beyond.org). He is a trainer and 
coach for a variety of Church Planting 
Movements globally and he and his wife Kay have 
lived and served among the unreached since 1994. 
See ad on back cover for 24:14—A Testimony to 
All Peoples, edited by Stan Parks and Dave Coles. 
Electronic versions available for free in 11 major 
languages at 2414now.net/resources. Paperback and 
Kindle on Amazon.
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Movements 
Spreading as 
God Leads His 
Children 
By BAHIZI LEODEGARD
Bahizi Leodegard is founder of Burundi Harvest Mission. He was 
trained at Lifeway Mission Institute (Nairobi, Kenya), and serves 
as a Catalyst Disciple-Maker, Church Planter and Coordinator of 
Lifeway Mission International. He was born and raised in Bujumbura, 
Burundi, and came to Jesus in January 2000. He is married to 
Liliane Ndayisenga and they have three daughters.

We first started catalyzing a Disciple Making Movement 
(DMM) in 2011 in Bujumbura (Burundi) where I live. 
When we had 189 groups in seven generations, we did 
a baptism of around 800 people. One day in 2013, we 
were praying for various provinces we wanted to impact 
with the Gospel. One of our leaders, Oliver, said, “I feel 
I want to go to the province of Makamba, especially the 
community of Nyanza-Lac” (over 130 km away). 

I asked him, “Do you know someone there?” 

He said, “No, but I have already prayed for the area. 
I will go there and see if God will connect me with 
somebody.” (Makamba is the southernmost province 
of the country, the same ethnic groups, language, and 
culture as Bujumbura.) He went there and prayed and 
started looking for a person of peace. After he got off the 
bus, he told someone, “I want to connect with somebody 
who is a pastor in this area,” and was taken to the pastor 
of a local church. 

“No, but I have 
already prayed for the area. 
I will go there and see if God 
will connect me with 
somebody.”

The pastor told him, “I don’t have time to talk to people 
right now, because I’m going to a hotel. But maybe next 
time we meet I’ll have time.” 

So Oliver said, “Okay, show me the hotel. Maybe I’ll 
sleep there tonight.” When he went to the hotel, he met 
Mbonyeyesu, who worked as a night security guard at 
the hotel. He stayed and chatted with Mbonyeyesu and 
started sharing with him. 

After a while, Mbonyeyesu asked him, “Can you come to 
my house and talk with my wife as well?” Mbonyeyesu 
brought Oliver to his house and they started to do 
Discovery Bible Study together. Mbonyeyesu said, 
“I feel I understand Scripture better, now that we are 
doing a Discovery Bible Study. I want to spend more time 
learning together so I’ll know more about Jesus.”

Soon Mbonyeyesu and his wife had a number of women 
coming to the house to discuss Bible stories, including 
some stories especially appropriate for women. Those 
stories helped the women understand the Bible’s message. 

After four months of growing in the Lord, Mbonyeyesu 
had planted 20 churches in that area. His daughter, 
Niyokwizera Nicole, married a man named Revenian. 
When Revenian married  her, she had already planted 
two churches. They went to the southern part of the 
province and started a Discovery Bible group there, 
which multiplied and became 68 new groups. 
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“I feel I understand 
Scripture better, now that we 
are doing a Discovery Bible 
Study. I want to spend more 
time learning together so I’ll 
know more about Jesus.”

By 2016, they had 17 generations of groups in Makamba, 
and Revenian began outreach in an area where Pygmies 
live. We had a small water filter project in the community 
of Pygmies, and Revenian said, “I can go with them, 
because I live not far from them. I feel I can serve in this 
community.” 

We teach people how to use the water filters, so we 
spend 21 days in someone’s house making the water 
filter. The people we have trained to make water filters 
are storytellers—very effective at sharing stories. 
The storytellers spent all those days sharing stories 
among the Pygmies, and Revenian remained in the 
community to help them multiply. He met a Pygmy 
lady named Pelagie, who lives in part of Nyanza-Lac. 

She received Revenian and started doing Discovery Bible 
Study with him. Pelagie’s husband also came to Jesus and 
started to influence other people. Together, Pelagie and 
her husband planted 36 new churches. 

Those churches have multiplied to 23 generations, for 
a current total of 618 churches planted in communities 
among the Pygmies in the area of Nyanza-Lac. 
The Pygmies in Nyanza-Lac went and reached a different 
group of Pygmies in Kabonga, near the border of 
Tanzania, where 75 churches have now been planted, 
in three generations. This group from Revenian and 
Pelagie has also sent people into the Province of Rutana 
(Burundi), where they have already planted six new 
churches. Pygmies feel most comfortable communicating 
with other Pygmies. 

The community in Nyanza-Lac also sent a worker to 
Kigoma, Tanzania, and seven churches have already been 
planted there among the Sukuma people.

We recently went and did internal qualitative audits to 
help these leaders check on the DNA of the disciples and 
group leaders in these places where the Lord has brought 
fresh harvest.   

Current Total of Growth from One Movement in Burundi:
13,678 believers baptized, in 952 churches planted in multiple streams, up to 23 generations    

Jump to
distant province

Jump to
different people group

Bujumbura:
89 churches

7 generations

Makamba:
68 churches

17 generations

Pygmies in Nyanza-Lac, Makamba:
618 churches,

23  generations

Pygmies in Kabonga
75 churches,
3 generations

Pygmies in
Rutana Province:

6 churches 

Sukuma people in
Kigoma, Tanzania:

7 churches 

Bujumbura Rural:
76 churches

Disciple-Making and
Church-Planting in

12 other provinces of Burundi

Jump to different people group
and country
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  The day after they 
received Christ, they were 
visibly joyful when they went to 
their workplace. The boss asked 
them: “Why are you so happy 
today?”

When the young men went the next day to water their 
families’ animals, the boss was there at the well.

He asked, “What are you doing here? We fired you!”

They said, “These animals belong to our parents. We just 
want to get water for them.”

The boss said, “No. There’s no way that you as Christians 
can have water from a well dug by a Muslim leader.”

So they went back home. Their parents told them, 
“It’s okay. Jesus will take care of us.”

The next time I visited, one of the chiefs said to me, 
“Hasan, we have a problem here,” and he explained it to 
me. Then he added: “But we prayed, and we remembered 
what you told us about the story of the woman at the well. 
Jesus promised that if you believe in him, there will be a 
source of water. We believe a source of water will come. 
We prayed, and this is what we believe. Do you want to 
join us in prayer?” 

DMM Jumps to 
Another Desert 
Tribe
By DAN KARAMI HASSANE, MDiv
Hassane (Dankaramih@gmail.com) was born into a Muslim home 
in Madarounfa, Niger Republic, and came to know Christ at age 
18. He has an MDiv in church growth from Nairobi Evangelical 
Graduate School of Theology, and headed a committee that 
established the National Organization of Evangelical Churches 
and Missions in Niger (AMEEN). He currently leads an indigenous 
mission agency (ForMission Intl): recruiting, training and sending 
missionaries across the countries of the Sahel.

Five years ago, you could count believers among the 
Tuaregs in Niger on your fingers. Now there are hundreds. 
God’s face is turning toward the Sahel. Although this 
tribe has been overlooked for a long time, the Gospel 
is now spreading rapidly among them, already at two 
generations of churches. The second generation are even 
more active than the first in reaching out beyond natural 
or normal places. 

We discovered there is an oral Bible in their mother 
tongue (Tamashak), and after discovering God through 
Scripture in their own language a group of young 
Tuaregs received Christ, which was very empowering 
for them. Fifty of these young Tuaregs were working for 
Arabs, tending their herds. The day after they received 
Christ, they were visibly joyful when they went to their 
workplace. The boss asked them: “Why are you so happy 
today?”

They said, “We discovered Jesus! We are all Christians.”

The boss asked, “You are Christians?”

They said, “Yes.”

He responded: “You are all fired. We don’t want you 
working here. We can’t continue to work with somebody 
who is a Christian.”

They said, “Okay,” and went back home joyful. 

Their parents had also come to faith in Christ. They said, 
“No problem. We’ll have you take care of our cattle.”

MISSIONFRONTIERS.ORG   MISSION FRONTIERS   |   JAN/FEB 2023
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This was a very hard question for me to answer. These 
were new believers in the desert, believing that water 
would come, when they had been denied water because 
of Christ. I took a big step of faith to say, “Yes, let’s pray 
together,” and we asked God to provide a source of  water. 

When I returned to my home base in Niamey, I received 
a message saying, “Somebody has found some funds for 
digging a well. Do you have a place where people are 
really in need of water?”  

  “We want you to know 
that Jesus dug a well for us: not 
just one, but two. These wells 
are for Christians, for Muslims, 
and even for those who have 
no religion—because Jesus died 
for all people.”

I said, “Yes! Tomorrow I will go back there,” (though it 
was a trip of 1200 kilometers). “Keep your money, but 
send me those who are drilling wells. We want water.” 

Less than six months later, when water came, the young 
men who had been fired went to the Arab camp and told 
them: “We want you to know that Jesus dug a well for 
us: not just one, but two. These wells are for Christians, 
for Muslims, and even for those who have no religion—
because Jesus died for all people.”

During a training after that, I asked them during a break 
about the state of their relationship with these Arabs. 
They said, “It is good. When the wells were finished, we 
went to see them and told them that the wells are there, 
with no restrictions on their use.” 

I said, “This is provocation! Why are you telling them, 
‘You denied us water, but now we have water available 
for free?’”

They said, “It’s not provocation. We went with a good 
heart. We don’t want to cut off any relationship with them 
because they tried to get rid of us. We want them also to 
discover Jesus. It’s not just for this group. We are aiming 
for all the other Arabs in Northern Niger. We know that 
if they become believers, they have more opportunities 

than us to reach their own people. This is why we want to 
maintain a relationship with them.

A former IMB worker reads the Bible in the Tamashek language with a Tuareg 
believer in Niger. The men discuss translation issues by comparing the Tamashek 

translation with translations in other languages. Photo by International Mission Board

Now these young men have started three churches among 
the Arabs. I don’t know of any other Arab church in Niger 
besides the Arab churches planted by these Tuaregs. 
Actually, they started one church, and an Arab in one of 
those churches said, “We want to take this message of the 
Gospel to some other camps.” This is how it’s spreading. 
So I believe in the power of DMM and DMM principles, 
especially when people are connected with God.

  We know that if they 
become believers, they have 
more opportunities than us to 
reach their own people. This 
is why we want to maintain a 
relationship with them.

As we develop leaders, we make sure they are 
connected with God through prayer, worship, and 
reading the Bible. We encourage them to worship 
God in their own way, in their local language. 
We want them to connect with people around them, 
opening opportunities to find the person of peace 
and continue the work. They are not just disciples, 
but harvesters. They want to take the Gospel not 
only to their own people, but also to neighboring 
groups. We now have some taking the news to 
countries to the north. This is the Lord’s doing. 



16 MISSIONFRONTIERS.ORG   MISSION FRONTIERS   |   JAN/FEB 2023

Look Where 
You Have 
Cousins:
How Proximate Strategies 
Help Movements Launch 
Movements
By J. (JIM) MICHAEL CORLEY 
and L. MICHAEL CORLEY

J. (Jim) Michael Corley (M.A.) has served as a pastor of global 
ministries, a non-residential missionary in Russia, and an adjunct 
instructor in cultural anthropology. He serves as an instructor for 
Joel Comiskey’s online course, Writing For Publication. He can be 
reached at straitpather@gmail.com.

L. Michael Corley has served the past four years with the New 
Generations team as Director of Strategic Advancement and 
Evaluation after 29 years serving the Former Soviet Union with 
his family. He was a contributing author to the book Motus Dei: 
The Movement of God to Disciple the Nations. He has four adult 
children and lives in greater Chicagoland.

When persecution broke out in Jerusalem, many 
followers of Jesus fled—some as far as Antioch. 
The Hellenized Jews among them (particularly 
those from Cyprus and Cyrene) shared the Gospel 
with Hellenized Syrians (Acts 11:19–21). Those two 
distinct peoples within existing networks received 
the kingdom message. Thus, the Gospel moved two 
cultural steps beyond the Palestinian Jewish base. 

The church at Antioch became the launchpad for 
a missionary team, with the tricultural Paul: born 
a Hellenistic Jew in what is now Turkey, educated 
like a Palestinian Jew in Jerusalem, and having 
Roman citizenship by birth. Paul took the Gospel 
from Hellenized Palestine to the Greek homeland 
itself—a third step. From there Paul saw the 
Gospel going beyond Jews and even Greeks to the 
barbarians and Scythians.

God used the connections between distinct people 
groups with longstanding ties and common 
ground, to advance his message in the first century. 
We see him doing something similar to reach many 
unreached peoples in the 21st century. 

A proximate strategy1 focuses on reaching a people 
group or population segment that has unusual 
influence (positive or negative) in their area. 
It involves training disciples in that group to not 
only reach those of their own people, but to also 
leverage their connections to reach across cultural, 
linguistic, socio-economic, socio-religious or 
geographic barriers to see other groups (eventually 
all groups) in their area reached with the Good 
News of the King.

By the grace of God, part of the success experienced 
by New Generations involves empowering and 
training indigenous leaders who are “close in 
relationship” to other Unengaged Unreached People 
Groups (UUPGs).

1 � Introduced in a previous article by the New Generations 
team: “God’s Gift of Surprising Proximate Strategies,” 
Mission Frontiers, March-April 2018

A Western Fulani market in Garabanga, Niger. 
Photo by International Mission Board
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Movements among Muslims in 
West and Central Africa 
In 2003, directed by the Holy Spirit, Younoussa 
Djao, Jerry Trousdale, and Shodankeh Johnson 
of Final Command Ministries began to pray that 
by December 2013, churches would develop in all 
the largest Muslim Unengaged Unreached People 
Groups (MUUPGs) in West and Central Africa. 
These groups with broad geographic footprints 
and large populations included the Hausa (today 
54 million in 18 countries2), the Fulani (40 million 
in 16 countries3) and the Kanuri (13 million in six 
countries4). 

In February 2005, Final Command launched 
trainings led by David Watson, a former missionary 
to India who had taken a strategist-trainer role, in 
what eventually became known as “Disciple Making 
Movements” (DMM).5 Over 100 leaders from 12 
countries gathered in Sierra Leone and Guinea to 
learn about DMM. Then Final Command seconded 
Djao, Trousdale, and Johnson to join Watson with 
the CityTeam International6 team to pursue the 
DMM vision. 

The following year, after fasting and praying, the 
team concluded that the best way to engage all the 
UUPGs in the region was to focus their efforts on 
18 of the least-reached and most Gospel-resistant 
people groups (later adding the Pygmy people). 
What made these groups special was the unusually 
high influence, power, size, and/or wealth, that 

2  �“Hausa People Cluster,” Joshua Project, https://
joshuaproject.net/clusters/186 

3  �“Fulani/Fulbe People Cluster,” Joshua Project, https://
joshuaproject.net/clusters/173

4 � People Cluster: Kanuri Saharan https://peoplegroups.org/
explore/ClusterDetails.aspx?rop2=C0063

5 � A DMM is a chain reaction of at least four generations of 
churches planting churches, encompassing at least 100 
new churches.

6  the precursor to New Generations

persuaded other groups to absorb aspects of these 
groups’ culture. 

Consequently, if large portions of these key people 
groups were to embrace the Gospel, it would 
very likely spread to the others in the region. 
The team called them “gateway people groups,” 
and Trousdale dubbed the approach “proximate 
strategy.” In his words, “It’s easier to see a culture 
change when you have existing links to that 
culture. When a neighboring UUPG has linguistic 
and cultural connections to one in which you’re 
already seeing results happening, it’s much easier 
to make a difference.” 

In 2007, the 99-percent-Muslim Fulani especially 
captured New Generations’ attention. Fulani 
communities stretched over a wide swath from 
Senegal to the Central African Republic. Djao, a 
Fulani himself, knew they were responsible for 
bringing Islam to Sub-Saharan Africa centuries 
before, so he began praying that they would 
become those who helped other people groups 
discover Jesus. 

Through God’s grace, by 2021 these leaders 
saw five distinct Disciple Making Movements 
among the Fulani, one with 10 generations of 
multiplication. These consisted of 1,761 churches 
composed of 22,863 new disciples (averaging 12 
per church) planted in the Fulani cluster (Fulani, 
Fulfulde, Fula Jalon, Peuls, Fulani Maroua, and 
others).

The Fulani cluster is just one success story. 
By 2022, 94 engagements had begun through these 
19 gateway people groups, resulting in 249,001 new 
Christ followers, in 11,191 new churches. 

  God used the connections between distinct people groups 
with longstanding ties and common ground, to advance his message 
in the first century. We see him doing something similar to reach many 
unreached peoples in the 21st century.
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An Important Discovery
In 2017, Djao read an internal report documenting 
discipling activity in the northern part of a West 
African country, Kundu (pseudonym), that led 
to ministry breaking out in a different UUPG in 
a neighboring North African country, Sangala 
(pseudonym). Yet he knew his team had started 
nothing in Sangala or among that people. 

Djao called the area coordinator, who explained 
that the churches in Kundu had businesspeople who 
regularly traveled north to buy and sell products 
in Sangala. They normally stayed for two or three 
months at a time. While there, they found persons 
of peace and shared the Jesus stories they had 
heard in their Discovery Bible Studies in Kundu. 
The coordinator reported multiplication happening 
in the north. Obedient followers of Jesus were 
just naturally discipling people in their extended 
network in Sangala, using the bridge already built 
by their influential cultural identity. 

  Because their cousins 
and their cousins’ friends showed 
interest, the Fulani brothers 
started a Discovery Bible Study 
that eventually multiplied into 
three Malinka churches.

Fulani boys in Niger stomp through a lake to drive fish into the shallows 
where they can be easily scooped up with nets. 

Photo by International Mission Board

Djao then noticed the same thing happening 
between Fulani disciples in northern Cote d’Ivoire 
and the Malinka people in Guinea. Two Fulani 
disciples frequently visited their aunt who had 

married a Malinka across the border and began 
sharing stories about Jesus when they visited. 
Because their cousins and their cousins’ friends 
showed interest, the Fulani brothers started a 
Discovery Bible Study that eventually multiplied 
into three Malinka churches. 

With more research, Djao found that this was 
happening in other places as well—not only from 
country to country but also within countries, from 
region to region. The team began to be even more 
intentional about training and coaching DMM 
leaders to prioritize people groups from which 
the discipling process was likely to jump to others 
with whom they interacted. They also encouraged 
disciples to share with people of other cultures or 
regions in their social networks. 

“If DMM is happening well, this is how it 
should work,” Djao said. The team now includes 
presentations on proximate strategies in all their 
trainings, asking: ‘What people group is close 
enough that the discipling process can jump from 
you to them? Is there a people group where you 
have cousins?’ When trainees come up with some, 
we say, ‘Why don’t you think of yourselves as 
missionaries to them?’”

In Cote d’Ivoire, New Generations has seen DMMs 
jump from the Mona people to the Tura and from 
the Malinka to the Senoufo.  In both cases, this 
happened organically. It was not part of any plan or 
initiative. Faithful disciples shared what they were 
learning in their relational network.

“When God sends you to a place,” Djao tells 
trainees, “Your responsibility is not just to reach 
that people group or that geographical area. Do not 
just think about this small town or this village. Your 
responsibility not only includes here but also over 
there on the other side. Look broadly, from a bird’s-
eye view of the region. Look at what is around you 
when you’re praying, planning, and strategizing. 
Don’t limit God. Look and think big. Do not be 
afraid to cross borders. But do it intentionally. 
Be aware of the relationships and attitudes between 
the peoples and the places. Pay particular attention 
to those where relationships are good.” 
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in the region, to see other groups reached. They 
were also establishing evaluation as a norm of New 
Generations’ culture. When Djao received a report, 
his perception became insight because the team was 
diligently evaluating: both the quantity and quality 
of what was happening on the ground. 

Pursuing proximity. The team’s heightened 
perception enabled them to notice what was 
happening organically, which in turn moved them 
to train for it still more intentionally. They now 
instruct leaders to look for the next border or 
boundary they can cross, just as they had looked 
for people of peace in their own circles. Especially 
so when those circles include their enemies: people 
of other cultures or languages who also need to 
discover King Jesus. 

God is using indigenous workers who are “almost 
insiders,” to engage in passionate prayer, evaluate 
from perception, and pursue proximity. This 
approach isn’t limited to West and Central Africa 
or to Muslim UUPGs. Disciple makers among any 
people group in the world can practice proximate 
strategy, so that all people groups, affinity groups, 
and population segments have a Jesus option.  

  It was not part of 
any plan or initiative. Faithful 
disciples shared what they 
were learning in their relational 
network.

•
Disciple makers among any 
people group in the world can 
practice proximate strategy, 
so that all people groups, 
affinity groups, and population 
segments have a Jesus option.

Three Principles of Proximity 
Three principles stand out from this brief history. 

Passionate prayer. Jesus wants his disciples to “bear 
much fruit” because it glorifies the Father. Yet since 
he is the vine and we are the branches, he says, “apart 
from me you can do nothing.” Our fruitfulness 
depends on us abiding in him (John 15:5–8). 

True to Jesus’s word, the DMM success New 
Generations has seen has not come from human 
genius or effort—not even from proximate strategy 
itself—but from the power of God unlocked by 
abiding in prayer. Trousdale urges, “If you are 
going to embark on trying to see movements 
happen—I would beg you—do not attempt this 
without having intercessors in place. Pray before 
you launch into this.” 

When Djao tells movement stories, he repeatedly 
mentions prayer and fasting. Whenever he sees 
work that is not thriving, he commonly says, “Okay, 
they pray, but…” suggesting that the workers have 
not been praying as earnestly as they should. 

Perception: Leaning into God through prayer 
and fasting elevates awareness. This yields “Aha!” 
moments. For example, it was no accident that 
Djao noticed the report of multiplication leaking 
into Sangala. The team had been praying for 
movements to multiply among gateway MUUPGs 

Background photo by International Mission Board.
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Disciple 
Making 
Movement 
Jumps to 
Another 
Continent
By KEN MORRIS
Ken Morris is the indigenous North America Director for 
Lifeway  Mission International (LMI), a mission organization 
based in Nairobi, Kenya focused on reaching the unreached 
through Disciple  Making Movements for 25 years. Ken has 
served as a church-planter/pastor in downtown Chicago, a 
missionary in Kosovo with the IMB, and a mission pastor with 
The People’s Church and Church of the City, Franklin, TN. 
ken@lifewaymi.org; www.lifewaymi.org

Every year Lifeway Mission International hosts a 
Global Disciple Making Movement Catalyst Camp 
at its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya. The gathering 
provides training and allows Disciple Making 
Movement (DMM) practitioners to share best 
practices and network with other movement leaders 
from around the world.

In 2018, two friends attended the conference, a 
mission pastor from the US and a nonprofit African 
leader from another country, whom we’ll call 
James*. The two men had already been working 
together for six years, advancing education and 
community health in a village near James’ home. 
They came to the DMM Catalyst Camp hoping to 
learn more about DMM and ways DMM principles 
could be integrated into this ministry. Toward the 
end of the conference, they began to pray together 
that God would provide persons of peace through 
whom a Disciple Making Movement would grow.

James returned home, and a few days later he got 
an unexpected phone call. The senior government 

official in the village wanted to meet. The chief told 
James, “Many groups and organizations have come 
to serve this poor community. But I can honestly 
say yours is the only organization that has actually 
changed our community. I see you as a man of 
wisdom. As chief, I have many difficult decisions to 
make. I would like for you to meet with me once a 
week and help me gain wisdom from the Bible.”

Word spread quickly about these meetings, 
and other local leaders asked to join. Soon, 18 
community leaders were attending. At least two of 
the leaders were Muslim. Several mentioned they 
were not interested in talking about church. James 
promised to teach them only how to hear and obey 
God through the Bible. 

One of the Muslim community leaders worked as 
a guard for a wealthy family nearby. Within a few 
weeks, the guard’s employer noticed a difference in 
his behavior and asked what was going on. The guard 
told his boss that he was now reading and obeying 
the Bible, to grow in wisdom. The businessman called 
James, and a couple of days later, James found himself 
in a beautiful home sharing coffee with Padar* and 
his family, talking about Jesus. James texted his 
American friend, “This is an Asian family, Hindus. 
They have touched the Bible for the first time.”

James taught the family how to study the Bible by 
reading a passage and asking simple questions to 
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discover the meaning. They started with the book 
of John. The family met each evening to read and 
study the Bible. James visited them about once a 
week. One evening, they asked James if Jesus really 
was Lord over all the gods their ancestors had 
worshiped for generations. James pointed them 
back to the Scripture, and encouraged them to keep 
reading and asking the discovery questions. 

  "I can honestly say 
yours is the only organization 
that has actually changed our 
community. I see you as a man 
of wisdom. As chief, I have many 
difficult decisions to make. I 
would like for you to meet with 
me once a week and help me 
gain wisdom from the Bible."

This continued for about six weeks. The family 
studied through the book of John and continued 
reading. In Acts 10, they “found themselves” in the 
story they were reading. When James arrived at their 
home one Friday evening, they were excited to share 
this discovery. “This is us!” they told James. “We are 
the Cornelius family. And you are like Peter!” 

By now, there were 13 of them. The original family 
of nine had been joined by a nephew, his wife, 
and their two children. But that was not the only 
change.  Religious artifacts were gone; the family 
shrine had been dismantled and a Bible was in its 
place. They no longer burned incense or marked 
their foreheads. They asked James to baptize them all.

James returned the next day to make sure they 
understood what they were asking. He spoke to them 
about different sins and bondages they would need 
to address as followers of Jesus. Padar asked, “What if 
we break all these sins and bondages that have been 
holding on to us before we get baptized?” And so 
beginning with the father, family members began to 
openly confess their sins to one another. James stood 
in awe of their honesty as they wept over sin and 
acknowledged their need for a forgiving savior.

At about midnight, a profound sense of the peace 
that comes with Jesus’ forgiveness filled the room. 
Then family members spontaneously started 
singing a Hindu song, inserting the name of Jesus 
in the places where they would have mentioned the 
name of a Hindu god or ancestor.

James later told his American friend that he did very 
little the entire evening. He just listened as family 
members confessed to one another.

Baptism for all 13 was set for the next Friday. Padar 
asked James if he would do the baptism in their pool 
so it would be a private ceremony. But when James 
arrived that Friday, he was shocked to find that 26 
guests had been invited to the baptism, all Hindu 
friends and family members. 

Padar was first to be baptized. Facing James, Padar 
spoke in a loud voice so everyone could hear, 

Let the heavens join with us as the old me gets 
buried forever. Let the name of Padar be written 
in the book of life as I declare that from the day 
Jesus came into my life until the end of time, my 
family shall never worship any other god but the 
true one through His son Jesus Christ. Today 
history has changed in my life as my inner being 
bows down to my Lord Jesus Christ. I believe in 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. To His 
name be all the glory!

As Padar rose from the waters, his family was 
laughing and crying. The other 12 followed him 
and were baptized, each one making their own 
statement about personal faith in Jesus. James saw 
expressions of surprise on the faces of the guests as 
each family member professed their new faith.

After the baptism, everyone went back into the 
house, and Padar explained the meaning of what 
he had done. He was careful to explain that Jesus is 
not simply another god. He communicated clearly 
to the friends and family gathered that they were 
placing trust in the one true God. James said later 
that Padar’s words had the weight of a bomb going 
off in the room. But everyone responded politely 
by clapping their hands for the decision Padar, his 
family, and his nephew’s family had made. 
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Then Padar left the room to change out of his wet 
clothes. He returned wearing blue jeans, a T-shirt and 
tennis shoes. Everyone in the room started laughing. 
The guests and even his own family had never seen 
Padar dressed so casually. He was powerful and 
important, and always dressed the part. But this 
inner change was impacting his outer appearance.

Padar then publicly renounced proclamations he 
had made within his extended family and said he 
would no longer fulfill the Hindu traditions and 
duties for which he had been responsible.

The newly baptized believers had planned to take 
the Lord’s Supper for the first time that day. With the 
guests looking on, they gathered in a circle and shared 
communion. James had not planned any of this and 
he was aware that the guests were asking questions. 

It was a glorious day. Later, Padar told James he 
had spent all his life focused on business and 
making money. Now, he wanted to focus on people. 
As God allowed, he wanted to reach as many people 
as possible for Jesus. His young adult children were 
already talking about how they could respond to the 
questions family members were asking. 

The family had decided that instead of inviting others 
to be part of the church in their home, they would 
offer to train others in how to have a Discovery 
Bible Study. Each family would be encouraged to 
invite interested family and friends to their group. 
Padar’s oldest daughter was especially eager to help 
other groups start.

The Spirit continued to move as the new disciples 
obeyed. Some members of the family followed God’s 
call to return to their homeland. In obedience to 
God’s leading, they took specific actions to renounce 
generational curses. Miracles happened, including a 
dramatic healing that confounded local doctors.

And God had prepared persons of peace there. 
Disciples multiplied rapidly among family and 
friends, and along other relational lines. This 
advancement of God’s kingdom was not without 
cost, as disciples were arrested, questioned, and 
deported. But the disciples kept multiplying.

One movement leader was jailed and tortured in 
a South Asian nation with a government hostile 
toward followers of Jesus. His interrogator began 
asking questions and ultimately became a disciple. 
God led him to reconcile with estranged relatives in 
a nearby country, and disciples multiplied there also.

Back in the African country where the movement 
began, God was still at work. More business people 
were asking questions and some were secretly 
gathering to study the Bible. More than 40 have now 
chosen to follow Jesus. 

Meanwhile, after Padar baptized his Muslim guard 
and his wife, streams of movement flowed in other 
directions in Africa through this couple—both to 
Muslim and animist tribes. 

  It was a glorious day. 
Later, Padar told James he had 
spent all his life focused on 
business and making money. 
Now, he wanted to focus on 
people.

Within two years, these movements have brought 
new life to thousands of people, many of them in 
largely Unreached People Groups. Disciples have 
been beaten, jailed and even martyred. Yet more 
often than not, the movements accelerate after these 
hostilities. This is all happening as ordinary people 
with simple, extraordinary faith share with others 
what they hear from the Father through His word. 

This story just began a few years ago. Streams of 
disciple-makers continue to branch into new areas, 
finding persons of peace. This has led to open doors 
to other Unreached People Groups. 

To date, this movement has flowed into more than 
eight countries on two continents. In some places it 
is merging with other movements. God’s kingdom 
continues to grow by the Spirit’s power and the 
obedience of everyday disciple-makers.   
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The following three articles are reprinted from MF Jan Feb 2018. 

Movements Start 
Movements in South and 
Southeast Asia
By KUMAR
Kumar was raised as a temple builder, the son of a non-
Christian priest. After over a decade of planting traditional 
churches, he began using a reproducing model and God has 
worked through Kumar and many others to plant thousands 
of churches in the past ten years. 

In 1995 I started sharing the Gospel among unreached 
people and planting churches. My goal was to plant 100 
churches by 2020. By 2007 I had planted 11 churches. 
Some people would consider that success, but I was 
devastated because I realized that at that rate, there was no 
way I would reach 100 churches by 2020. For two months 
I cried out to the Lord: “Show me the way to plant 100 
churches!” Then in mid-2007 I got invited to a training in 
“4 Fields Zero Budget Church Planting.” I was only able 
to attend for one session, but that hour changed my life 
and ministry. I saw that Jesus equipped his disciples to 
multiply in a way that required zero outside funding.

I realized I had been planting traditional churches in which 
new believers were passively dependent on me. I saw that 
I needed instead to disciple new believers to share the 
Gospel, make disciples and form new churches. I started 
planting “0 budget” churches, which began reproducing.

At first, only fourteen people—unschooled oral learners—
came to faith. I trained those fourteen in my house over 
the course of one month. Since they all had regular jobs, 
different people would come on different days. It was really 
challenging, but the Lord told me not to give up. After they 
were trained, they went off to plant churches.

Less than a year later, when I called them all together 
and did the mapping of the fruit, we had 100 churches! 
Using the 4 Fields (CPM model) approach, we had 
reached the goal of 100 churches 12 years ahead of time!

I asked the Lord “Where should I go now?” He said, “Don’t 
go anywhere. Coach churches. Train the 100 churches to 
plant three more churches each.” As I trained my local 
church leaders, they trained their people. Some churches 
planted five new churches. Others planted none. By the 
next year the network of 100 churches had grown to 422. 
We trained those churches to plant three more churches 
each. By the following year we had 1268 churches.

Then the Lord told me: “Cast vision to other churches.” 
So I began to do this in other parts of the country. 
I told people, “Come and see what the Lord is doing; see 
how our believers live and serve.” As people came and 
were trained, they multiplied to the third and fourth 
generation. I asked for 5000 and the Lord gave 5000. 
When I asked for 50,000, the Lord gave 50,000.

This movement is starting other new movements in three 
primary ways: 

1.	 Believers with a vision for reaching their own people 
come to observe our work and receive ten days of 
training. Then they go back to start a movement.

2.	 We personally go to their countries since some cannot 
afford to come to our location. First we do an initial 
training, then I invite some of them to a second 
training where I do 50% of the training and they do 
50%. Then for the third training, I coach them to do all 
the training. I then follow up with ongoing coaching of 
those who have implemented the training principles. 
Every three months, we try to call them and see how 
it’s going. Then we go back to follow up. We keep doing 
follow-up in different countries on a quarterly rotation.

3.	 Finally, we cast vision to coalitions of partners for “no 
place left” in their regions. For follow-up training, 
we send master trainers (people who understand the 
whole model and can train others to start movements) 
to equip them.

We have now engaged 56 previously Unengaged UPGs. We 
have ministry in almost every state of our country, and the 
work has spread to 12 countries in South Asia and Southeast 
Asia. We have developed 150 master trainers in our country. 
I’m very encouraged by 24:14 to learn that I’m not alone; 
I’m on the right track. Others in 24:14 are also seeing great 
fruit and have a similar vision. Our network’s goal fits with 
that of the 2414 Coalition: We want to see no place left 
without a Gospel witness by 2025.
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How the Babu CPM has 
Fostered Other Movements 
By JV MUKUL

"JV Mukul", a native of north India, served as a pastor for 
15 years before shifting to a holistic strategy aiming for a 
movement among an unreached people. Since the early 
1990s he has played a catalytic role from its inception to the 
large and growing movement we see today.

God is working in amazing ways among the Babu 
speakers of North India, with a CPM of more than 10 
million baptized disciples of Jesus. God’s glory in this 
movement shines even brighter against the backdrop 
of this area’s history. The Babu area of India is fertile in 
many ways, not just in its soil.

Yet the Babu area has been described as a place of 
darkness—not just by Christians, but by non-Christians as 
well. Nobel laureate V.S. Naipaul, after traveling in eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, wrote a book entitled An Area of Darkness, 
describing well the region’s pathos and depravity.

In the past, this region was very, very hostile to the 
Gospel, which was viewed as foreign. It was known as “the 
graveyard of modern missions.” When the foreignness 
was removed, people started accepting the good news.

But God does not want to only reach Babu speakers. 
When God began to use us to reach beyond the Babu 
group, some people asked, “Why don’t you stick with 
reaching the Babu? There are so many millions of them! 
Why don’t you just stay there until that job is finished?”

My first response is the pioneering nature of Gospel 
work. Doing apostolic/pioneering work involves always 
looking for places where the good news has not taken 
root: looking for opportunities to make Christ known 
where He is not yet known. That’s one reason we 
expanded our work to other language groups.

Second, these various languages overlap in their usage, one 
with another. There’s no clear-cut line where use of one 
language ends and another begins. Also, believers often 
move because of relationships, such as getting married or 
having a job offer elsewhere. As people in the movement 
have traveled or moved, the good news has gone with them.

Some people came back and said, “We see God working 
in this other place. We would like to start a work in that 
area.” We told them, “Go ahead!”

So they came back a year later and said, “We’ve planted 
15 churches there.” We were amazed and blessed, because 
it happened organically. There was no agenda, no 

preparation, and no funding. When they asked what was 
next, we began to work with them to help the believers 
get grounded in God’s word and quickly mature.

Third, we started training centers which expanded the 
work, both intentionally and unintentionally (more 
God’s plan than ours). Sometimes people from a nearby 
language group would come to a training and then return 
home and work among their own people.

A fourth reason for expansion: sometimes people have 
come to us and said, “We need help. Can you come help 
us?” We assist and encourage them as best we can. These 
have been the key factors in moving into neighboring 
areas beyond the Babu.

The work began among the Babu in 1994, then spread into 
a dozen other languages and areas. We praise God that 
the movement has spread in a variety of ways to different 
language groups, different geographic areas, multiple 
caste groups (within those language and geographic 
areas), and different religions. The power of the good 
news keeps breaking through all kinds of boundaries.

The work among the Makarios people serves as a very 
good example of partnership. Our partnership with one 
key leader was an experiment in expanding the movement. 
Instead of us opening our own office with our own staff, we 
accomplished the same goal in a more reproducible way.

While these movements are led indigenously, we continue 
to partner together. We recently began training 15+ 
Adelphos leaders in a nearby state in holistic (integrated) 
ministry. We plan to help start holistic ministry centers 
in three different Adelphos locations in the coming 
year and raise up more local Adelphos leaders. Our key 
partner working among the Makarios is also extending 
work into the Adelphos area.

Surrendered: Movements 
Start Movements In The 
Middle East
By “HAROLD” AND WILLIAM J. DUBOIS

"Harold” was born into an Islamic family, raised and schooled 
to be a radical jihadist and imam. After his radical conversion 
to Jesus, Harold used his education, influence and leadership 
capacity to grow a movement of Jesus Followers. Now, 20+ 
years later, Harold helps to mentor and lead a network 
of house church movements among unreached peoples. 
Email Info@AntiochChurches.com for more information.

William J. Dubois, a pen-name, works in highly sensitive areas 
in which the Gospel is spreading powerfully. He and his wife 
have spent the last 25+ years training new believers from 
the harvest to grow in their leadership capacity and multiply 
house churches among unreached people. Email Info@
AntiochChurches.com for more information.
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When the encrypted message came across my phone I 
was stunned by its simplicity and boldness, and humbled 
again by the words of “Harold,” my dear friend and 
partner in the Middle East. Though a former imam, al 
Qaeda terrorist and Taliban leader, his character has 
been radically transformed by the forgiving power of 
Jesus. I would trust Harold with my family and my own 
life—and I have. Together we lead a network of house 
church movements in 100+ countries called the Antioch 
Family of Churches.

I had sent Harold a message the day before asking if any 
of our former Muslim, now Jesus-following brothers 
and sisters living in Iraq would be willing to help rescue 
Yazidis. He replied:

“Brother, God has already been speaking to us about this for 
several months from Hebrews 13:3 (NLT) ‘Remember…
those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your 
own bodies.’ Are you willing to stand with us in rescuing 
persecuted Christians and Yazidi minorities from ISIS?”

What could I say? For the last several years our friendship 
had bonded into a deep commitment to walk the same path 
with Jesus and work together toward fulfilling the Great 
Commission. We were working feverishly to train leaders 
who would multiply our passionate surrender to Jesus, 
carrying His message of love to the nations. Now Harold 
was asking me to take another step deeper into rescuing 
people from slavery to sin and the horrific crimes of ISIS.

I responded: “Yes, Brother, I am ready. Let’s see what God 
will do.”

Within hours, teams of trained, experienced local church 
planters from the Middle East volunteered to leave their 
posts to do whatever it would take to rescue these people 
from ISIS. What we discovered changed our hearts forever.

God was already at work! Broken by the demonic, barbaric 
actions of ISIS terrorists, Yazidis began pouring into our 
underground secret locations we called “Community of 
Hope Refugee Camps.” We mobilized teams of local Jesus-
followers to provide free medical care, trauma healing 
counseling, fresh water, shelter and protection. It was one 
movement of Jesus-following house churches living out 
their faith to impact another people.

We also discovered that the best workers came from 
nearby house churches. They knew the language and 
culture, and had the heartbeat of evangelism and church 
planting. While other NGOs who registered with the 
government had to restrict their faith message, our non-
formal church-based efforts were filled with prayers, 
Scripture readings, healings, love and care! And because 
our team leaders had been lavishly forgiven by Jesus, 

they lived completely surrendered and were filled with 
courageous boldness.

Soon letters began to pour in:

I am from a Yazidi family. For a long time the condition of 
my country has been bad because of war. But now it has 
become worse because of ISIS.

Last month they attacked our village. They killed many 
people and kidnapped me along with other girls. Many of 
them raped me, treated me like an animal and beat me 
when I didn’t obey their orders. I begged them, “Please 
don’t do this to me,” but they smiled and said, “You are our 
slave.” They killed and tortured many people in front of me.

One day they took me to another place to sell me. My 
hands were tied and I was yelling and crying as we walked 
away from the men who sold me. After 30 minutes, the 
buyers said, “Dear Sister, God sent us to rescue Yazidi girls 
from these bad people.” Then I saw there were 18 girls they 
had purchased.

When we arrived in the Community of Hope camp we 
understood that God sent His people to save us. We learned 
that the wives of these men gave up their gold jewelry and 
paid for us to be free. Now we are safe, learning about God 
and have a good life.

(From a leader of one of our Community of Hope 
Refugee Camps.)

Many Yazidi families have accepted Jesus Christ and have 
asked to join with our leaders in working and serving their 
own people. This is very good because they can share with 
them in their own cultural way. Today, as Jesus-followers 
we are praying for the affected people that God will provide 
for their needs and protect them from the Islamic fighters. 
Please join with us in prayer.

A miracle had begun. A movement of surrendered Jesus 
followers from nearby nations—all formerly trapped 
by Islam—had been freed from their own sin to live for 
Jesus as their Savior. They were giving their lives to save 
others. Now, a second movement of Jesus followers has 
begun among Yazidis.

How could this happen? As D.L. Moody wrote: “The world 
has yet to see what God can do with a man fully consecrated 
to him. By God’s help, I aim to be that man.”   
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Cloud by Day, Fire 
by Night

with His chosen people. Years of tests, trials, and 
disappointments, and being poisoned for my faith, 
served as a refiner’s fire to shrink my personal 
ambitions, lessen my dependence on “best practices,” 
and continually increase my passion to follow Him.

My mind instantly reverts to 
what I learned as a little boy: 
that the God of wonders still 
leads with a cloud by day and 
a fire by night.

Now, 30+ years later, I’ve been asked to carry 
an assignment I don’t deserve and could never 
earn—but by His grace and leading, requires that I 
constantly return to what I was first shown. Today, 
as a co-founder of one of the world’s largest families 
of Church Planting Movements—796 languages, 3+ 
million house churches, and 58+ million adults—
younger leaders often ask me questions like: “What 
are the keys to this kind of fruitfulness?” “Have you 
written out best practices?” “How did you foster a 
culture where movements multiply movements?” 
“How can we replicate what you have seen?” 

My mind instantly reverts to what I learned as a little 
boy: that the God of wonders still leads with a cloud 
by day and a fire by night. Yes, He demands our full 
obedience and the excellence of honed skills, but He 

By WILLIAM J. DUBOIS
William J Dubois, a pen-name, works in highly sensitive 
areas in which the Gospel is spreading powerfully. He and 
his wife have spent the last 25+ years training new believers 
from the harvest to grow in their leadership capacity and 
multiply house churches among unreached people.    Info@
AntiochChurches.com

I’ve spent most of my adult life trying to rekindle 
what I treasured as a young boy and unlearning 
what I was taught in school. That’s not to say I 
don’t appreciate the “school of life,” my Ivy League 
education, or even growing in mind, body, soul, and 
spirit at a biblically grounded university. Each of 
these experiences taught me to explore possibilities, 
to think thoroughly, and to plan carefully. 
My privileged American education also brought 
with it the implication that if I pursued purpose 
with great diligence and effort, even being careful 
to glean from the best practices of others, I would 
eventually succeed. 

But on my mother’s knee, at my parents’ dinner 
table, and in a small Spirit-filled church, I learned 
something wholly different. It was this: the God of 
Wonders, who still destroys the work of the evil one 
and regularly performs miracles, longs to invite us 
out of our bondage and into His promised land. 

In 1991, while living as a missionary in Southeast 
Asia, the conflict between these two worldviews led 
to a crisis of faith and forced me to reckon with the 
reality that my own life didn’t match what I learned 
as a child or the supernatural life I read about in 
the book of Acts. It was difficult to admit, but I was 
a highly trained, biblically sound, morally strong 
young Christian leader whose day-to-day life did not 
resemble the stories of Scripture. Thankfully, in that 
crisis moment, I met the “God of the Breakthrough” 
and committed to pore over Acts and dig deep 
into the ways of God in the Old Testament until 
my life and ministry resembled God’s interaction 
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longs even more for us to embrace Him, to discover 
His ways, and to daily live in covenant with each other 
so that we learn to listen and radically obey His voice. 

In fact, looking back, some of the most satisfying 
moments of my life have come when God has 
interrupted the best of my plans to connect me with 
other like-hearted men and women. People who 
value preparedness and excellence but who also 
share a common “all in” passion to pursue Jesus and 
His heart for the nations. Together, we have learned 
to exchange our models of ministry for a complete 
dependence on His direction and guidance. 
Practically, this means that rather than relying on 
any predictable model, we ask each other questions 
and prayerfully seek answers. 

  After several days of 
prayer, we each had the sense 
that the Holy Spirit was not 
leading us to rely on anything 
of the past. Instead, He was 
asking us to offer our lives as a 
sacrifice.

I still vividly remember one afternoon nearly a 
decade ago when I received a call from a long-time 
friend, asking if I would consider mobilizing teams 
to help rescue Middle Eastern minority peoples from 
ISIS terrorist fighters in Iraq and Syria. We gathered 
our leadership team from multiple continents and 
prayed a very simple prayer: “God, are you leading 
us to rescue people from the evils of ISIS?” Then 
instead of looking for resources, training leaders, or 
building systems, we chose to surrender all we had, 
yielding it into the hands of our Heavenly Father. If 
He wanted us to join Him in this work, we would 
need to take our best efforts—see them like “filthy 
rags”—and exchange them for His divine plan, His 
revelation, His boldness and courage. 

After several days of prayer, we each had the sense 
that the Holy Spirit was not leading us to rely on 
anything of the past. Instead, He was asking us to 
offer our lives as a sacrifice. We prayed and asked 
what we could offer to Jesus for this joint mission. 

Leaders from numerous movements in Central Asia 
sensed they should offer their experience in rescuing 
orphaned children of war. African leaders, along 
with West Asians, felt impressed to offer training in 
persecution-proofing new church planting efforts. 
During this leadership council I was then asked if 
I had “the stomach to lead” our spiritual family of 
movements in this new endeavor. “What does that 
mean?” I asked. “You need to be willing to send us 
into the darkest places and to recognize that if we are 
to win the nations for Jesus, people will die. If you are 
not willing to lead us there, then we will not go.”

Needless to say, my education did not prepare 
me for his question. But from my childhood, I 
remembered the song “I have decided to follow 
Jesus,” and recalled a book I had read based on 
Hebrews 11:38—Of Whom the World Was Not 
Worthy. I heard the words of Revelation 12:11 ring 
in my heart: They triumphed over him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did 
not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
What other answer could I give but an unreserved, 
“Yes!”

After further discussion and in keeping with the 
patterns of Acts 15:28, where it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit and to us, we made a covenant 
commitment and sent it out to experienced 
Church Planting Movement leaders, asking for 
their confirmation as well. With more prayer and 
commitment, volunteers soon began arriving from 
North Africa, the Middle East, the former Soviet 
Union, and the Gulf nations.

As teams were mobilized, we continued to pray, 
asking for God’s visible direction. We waited until 
we sensed power from on high (Acts 1:8) and then 
began to ask one another questions based on the 
patterns we had learned together from God’s 
Word. Because all of our cultures are so different, 
each question, discussion and pattern of ministry 
is always based on the stories and truths gleaned 
from God’s word. Learning together from the 
Old Testament, we’ve discovered that the key 
principle is found in listening to and obeying the 
voice of the Holy Spirit on every occasion, rather 



28 MISSIONFRONTIERS.ORG   MISSION FRONTIERS   |   JAN/FEB 2023

than depending on or presuming that a pattern 
or method which worked last time would be 
appropriate in the next opportunity. 

  But from my 
childhood, I remembered the 
song “I have decided to follow 
Jesus,” and recalled a book I 
had read based on Hebrews 
11:38—Of Whom the World 
Was Not Worthy.

We’ve learned over time to avoid following the 
methods which “worked” before, and instead ask 
questions together, and wait for an answer from the 
Holy Spirit and God’s Word that fits the context and 
is confirmed in all our hearts. Most of our questions 
fit into these six categories:

1.	 Like the story of Peter and Cornelius, How can 
we understand where God might be leading and 
which families might be open to the move of 
the Holy Spirit? From this question we deploy 
research and prayer teams to discern God’s 
leading and direction.

2.	 Like the story of God’s children surrounding 
the enemy in prayer and worship prior to the 
battle of Jericho, “Where are there spiritual 
strongholds of darkness?” has helped us to 
send “way-clearing” teams to identify spiritual 
strongholds.

3.	 Like the story of Gideon and his army learning 
to trust where God is leading, we ask, “Where 
there seems to be spiritual openness and spiritual 
darkness, what kind of tools do we need to gather 
as evangelism teams, to relationally share God’s 
message to rescue people from evil?”

4.	 Like the followers of David at the cave of 
Adullam, based on the fruitfulness of the prayer, 
research, way-clearing, and evangelism teams, 
we ask, “Where shall we send impact teams to 
share the Gospel? And what type of media tools, 
rescue operation, or emergency relief is needed?”

5.	 Like Joshua and Caleb reporting to Moses, 
as leaders begin to report difficulties or an 
openness to the Gospel, our leaders gather and 
ask, “What kind of experienced church planting 
teams should be sent to best multiply Church 
Planting Movements?”

6.	 Like Elijah’s school of the prophets, as the 
churches grow to clusters and then multiply 
generationally, their leaders begin to request 
both basic discipleship training and customized 
training based on local needs. Our leaders ask 
their peers, “Whom should we send to launch 
a leadership training school that begins with 
spiritual formation and extends over a five-year 
period to advanced leadership development?”

God honored our willingness to lose everything, 
our commitment to honor one another above 
ourselves, and our priority to pray until we could 
see the confirmation of His leading. We waited 
until the God of wonders moved with a cloud by 
day and fire by night. Now, years later, several of my 
colleagues in ministry are those we were privileged 
to rescue from the spiritual darkness spread through 
ISIS fighters. Though many lost their families, their 
homes, and their earthly future, they have a better 
home and a family whose builder and maker is God. 
And through the power of prayer and sacrifice we 
have seen God multiply His kingdom far beyond 
what we could ever ask or imagine. The work has 
spread generationally and from one province to 
many, from one region to several countries. 

  Now, years later, several 
of my colleagues in ministry 
are those we were privileged 
to rescue from the spiritual 
darkness spread through ISIS 
fighters.

Today I believe that God is calling us back to the 
simplicity of a childlike faith that waits for His 
direction and then moves courageously to free 
people from evil and discover His promised land. 
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Multiplying 
Movements 
through 
Organic 
Growth
By ROGER CHARLES
Roger Charles is part of the Focus on Fruit team with Trevor 
Larsen. They serve a band of fruitful brothers who have started 
at least 90 movements in 35 ethnic groups of one nation and 
have some fruit in at least 16 other Asian countries. roger.
charles.sea@gmail.com 

It appears that perhaps 85% of new Church Planting 
Movements have been started by an existing movement. 
In our Asian context, our first six or seven movements 
started in four related ethnic groups and have grown to 
90 strong movements in 35 ethnic groups, plus growing 
movement engagements in 34 other ethnic groups. 
Some of these new movements were started through 
gifted apostolic catalysts, others through a training and 
sending process, but most of the new movements were 
started through ordinary organic growth that jumped over 
cultural boundaries into new ethnic groups. This article 
will describe four patterns of organic growth leading to 
new movement starts, and four empowerment strategies 
that allow ordinary lay members of movements to more 
frequently launch new movements among unreached 
people groups.

  … most of the new 
movements were started 
through ordinary organic 
growth that jumped over 
cultural boundaries into new 
ethnic groups.

Sending Pioneers
Because many movements have been started through 
a strategic sending process, we often view this as the 
primary way new movements begin. This continues to 
be an important part of how Jesus is causing kingdom 
expansion around the world. And nowadays, we often 
see that it is near-culture partners, rather than far-culture 
pioneers, who experience early breakthroughs among 
an unreached group. Some movement families rely on 
continual training of new cadres of near-culture workers 
to expand their movements or multiply movements into 
new regions.

However, the number of true pioneers, gifted at breaking 
into new cultural areas, is relatively small compared to 
the task that lies before us. I do not want to minimize 
the importance of these pioneers, or of the deliberate 
training and sending many of them do with their own 
disciples. But we were surprised to find that over half 
the new movements started among the 69 ethnic groups 
above were not started by our top leaders, or by a trained 
leader being sent out, but by organic growth through 
ordinary believers who somehow crossed cultural barriers. 

It turns out that many people within movements go 
into new places without ever being sent. This natural and 
persecution-driven migration of people has happened 
throughout Christian history. It began  on Pentecost 
with visitors in Jerusalem from many nations, and is seen 
in Acts in the persecution that scattered believers from 
Jerusalem, and that which pushed Priscilla and Aquila 
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  However, the number 
of true pioneers, gifted at 
breaking into new cultural 
areas, is relatively small 
compared to the task that lies 
before us.

out of Rome. When those who go into new cultures or 
regions are empowered with movement-compatible 
ministry patterns, Jesus may begin new movements 
through simple organic growth. Because this has happened 
many times, some of the leaders in movements we work 
with no longer focus resources on strategic sending, but 
rather on strategically supporting organic growth when 
they see disciples move into new cultures and regions.  

Organic Growth
One of the hallmarks of Church Planting Movements 
around the world is the broad involvement of ordinary 
people in discipling their friends and family members, 
often in relatively small groups or home gatherings. 
The priesthood of all believers is expected and 
empowered. Like Jesus, leaders give much of their time 
and attention to empowering their disciples to make 
more disciples. Top leaders learn to mentor, mature, and 
manage networks of believers and teams of leaders across 
a region.  

We see this organic growth like a spreading vine, which 
can bear a lot of fruit if it is given a little structural 
support, much like grapes growing on an arbor or along 
a cable stretched between posts. Sometimes the vine 
spreads into places we did not expect. We call this kind 
of fruit jump-over fruit because it has suddenly passed 
from my backyard into my neighbor’s backyard. When 
this fruit jumps to new towns within the same culture, 
it extends an existing movement. But when the vine is 
transplanted into a whole new culture, a new movement 
may start.  Jesus said the good seed of the Gospel will 
grow for the farmer even while he is sleeping, and he 
knows not how (Mark 4:26-29). The farmer sows, waters 
and at the right time puts his sickle in for the harvest!

Over the past 10 years, our teams have observed at least 
four regularly occurring patterns whereby organic growth 
by ordinary believers in their networks has resulted in a 

new movement being started in another ethnic group. 
These patterns are intercultural marriages, job migration, 
student migration, and industry specific-networking.

Four Movement-Multiplying 
Social Patterns 
The first pattern of jump-over fruit into new cultures 
happened through intermarriage between ethnic groups. 
Marriage between ethnicities is becoming much more 
common in the growing urban areas of our country. 
If both husband and wife have been well discipled in 
one of their home cultures or in an urban mixed society, 
God often gives them a burden to share their faith with 
family members back home. If they use the simple, 
reproducible, low-cost patterns they have practiced 
before, we see small groups starting in a new region, often 
using the local language. When a new ethnic group (not 
previously reached by the original movement leader) 
has at least four generations of fruit and at least 1,000 
believers, it counts as a new movement—organically 
started by a member of an existing movement. Jump-
over fruit through marriage is normally entirely self-
funded and self-initiated, with some intentionality by a 
mentor who follows up their disciple at a distance. The 
Spirit of God can use traveling believers, whether they 
travel to a receptive family or away from persecution. 
As emerging movements expand, they usually require 
further follow-up and travel by someone in the network. 
But they began without an initial sending plan, training 
budget or startup costs.  

The second pattern of organic expansion into new ethnic 
groups and regions happened when believing family 
members moved into a new region or urban area in 
search of work. If these believers had been small group 
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leaders or had some clear connection to a mentor from 
their home area, they were often able to establish a new 
set of small groups within the new region, without any 
special training. They simply followed the pattern that 
they knew from their home area. This would generally 
first attract people from a similar cultural background 
or language group but might easily expand into the mix 
of coworkers from other places, who were also a part 
of their factory, construction site, or business segment. 
Whenever this resulted in a whole new ethnic group 
beginning to be reached, it became a new movement. 
We call this jump-over fruit through job migration. 

The third pattern of organic expansion, and the one that 
has probably moved us into the most new ethnic groups, 
has been jump-over fruit through student migration. 
One of our younger catalysts with a strong academic 
bent began focusing on university campuses in the 
educational center where he lives. As groups began 
to multiply across multiple campuses and in multiple 
dormitories, he was dismayed to realize that most of his 
senior leaders were about to graduate and leave the area!  
He took this problem to his mentors, who coached him 
through a series of discussions on how this could be an 
opportunity rather than disaster.

First, he realized that “losing” people with experience 
at leading groups was actually an opportunity to place 
experienced people in new places around the country, 
as long as they continued to be mentored. Second, he 
saw that this was a recurring problem, and needed 
to be planned into the way juniors and seniors in the 
universities were treated every year. Third, he decided 
that the most important graduates to focus on were 
those moving furthest away into Unreached People 
Groups.  Identifying those students among the many 
different campuses became a priority during the end 
of their junior year and beginning of their senior year. 
Once identified, those students moving into unreached 
peoples were immediately given additional attention and 
training, as well as opportunities to lead a group during 
their senior year. 

With this new perspective on graduating student leaders, 
this particular movement has begun movements in at 
least 15 Unreached People Groups and has movement 
starts in many other peoples. In this case, although people 

are not recruited or formally sent out, some intentional 
training and mentoring is strategically leveraging this 
natural, recurring migration process. 

  For example, one 
team has helped create many 
backyard fish ponds. Through 
these business cooperatives, 
they have been able to meet 
people in many villages, 
allowing many small social 
groups to become spiritual 
discussion groups.

The fourth and final broad pattern for multiplying new 
movements through organic growth is the development 
of industry-specific networks of disciples. Because we 
place a very high value on community development 
and meeting local felt needs, many of our leaders have 
developed job-creation strategies or invested in a specific 
business or government segment. For example, one team 
has helped create many backyard fish ponds. Through 
these business cooperatives, they have been able to meet 
people in many villages, allowing many small social 
groups to become spiritual discussion groups. One team 
has trained cadres of civil servants to do their jobs more 
effectively, and believers in those units can be transferred 
by the government to other cultural regions. Another 
top leader has trained agricultural cooperative leaders 
and is paid by the government to travel to multiple 
regions of the country, where he has started new groups. 
Yet another leader has empowered a specific group of 
business women and another group of salesmen whose 
jobs regularly take them into different cultural regions. 
By developing strong groups of disciples along naturally-
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occurring business and social segments, including some 
highly mobile businesses, the organic growth of one 
movement can result in new movements.

A number of other organic growth patterns may 
well emerge over time, but these four patterns are 
already multiplying new movements. Although these 
naturally-occurring social patterns happen frequently 
in the modern world, they do not necessarily produce 
movements. What are some of the primary empowerment 
strategies that allow these social relationships to spread 
movements? Our near-culture leaders have some initial 
answers to this question.

Strategic Empowerment For 
Movement Multiplication
The first empowerment strategy is to keep the 
methodologies very simple and focused on Scripture 
rather than on highly trained leaders. The smaller and 
simpler the groups, the more easily they can be led by 
ordinary people from any walk of life. Because the focus 
is on Scripture as the authority (not a trained leader), a 
distant set of small groups in a new cultural setting can 
grow even without a full-time worker.  This growth may 
be slower without a teacher nearby, but it does mature if 
mentored. At least seven ethnic groups have moved off 
the Unengaged Unreached People Groups (UUPG) lists 
since 2017— not because a worker was sent to the people, 
but because we have dozens or hundreds of believers 
among them now. 

The second empowerment strategy that must be in place is 
long distance mentoring. When a movement is confined to 
a small local area and one day’s travel radius, it can grow 
very rapidly and problems can be handled by strong and 
mature local leaders. However, when the distances or the 
numbers involved grow greater, a clear system for tracking, 
communication, and accountability with mentors must 
be developed. Modern smartphone apps allow mentors 
to send messages, small videos, audio Bible segments, 
and fruit-tracking charts over great distances and out 
to multiple generations of disciples. The Holy Spirit 
uses prayer and mentors with good tools to help local 
movements expand into many more generations. Long-
distance mentoring tools become even more important 
when whole new cultural groups are reached far away 
from the parent movement’s home culture.

A third empowerment strategy is a social network 
orientation. Whereas many Western cultures approach 
ministry expansion primarily in geographic terms or 
physical building sites, the organic growth of movements 
happens along relational lines. Extended family units, 
tribal connections, marriage contracts, and loyal 
friendship networks are the highways of organic growth.  
We expect God, who opened one family to the Gospel, to 
also open some of their social network.  This is one way to 
“focus on fruit.”  We believe the seeds of the next harvest 
can be found in the existing fruit: in the relationships, 
skill sets, and local resources already available. If we focus 
too much on physical geography or outside resources, 
our movements reach natural limitations much sooner. 
A social-network orientation keeps the focus on the 
Spirit’s work in people, not places or things.

  Extended family units, 
tribal connections, marriage 
contracts, and loyal friendship 
networks are the highways of 
organic growth.  

A fourth empowerment strategy that helps movements 
multiply new movements among unreached peoples is 
investment in regional hubs. Each of our movement 
catalysts has reached crisis points where what worked 
with a few dozen groups does not work with a few 
hundred groups, and what worked with a few hundred 
groups does not work with a thousand groups. As our 
leaders help their core team develop regional teams, 
especially in key transportation hubs and urban centers, 
the burden of leadership has moved outward, closer to 
the edges of the movement. These regional hubs are what 
we call transfer zones, places that grow mobile, multi-
cultural individuals and communities.  Giving away 
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authority to regional hubs helps the localization of the 
Gospel to continue and puts movement strategies into 
play closer to nearby unreached peoples.  This kind of 
servant leadership, giving power away and honoring 
local people, has been a key factor in the multiplication 
of new movements far beyond their home culture. 
Holding onto too much control in the center diminishes 
movement multiplication.

We are still in the early decades of understanding how 
God is bringing people into his kingdom through 
movements. We have much to learn as we listen to one 
another and try variations of some core biblical strategies, 
in very different cultural settings. Many of the new starts 
happen through very gifted apostolic leaders.  But we 
also see God using some broad social migration patterns 
to multiply movements through ordinary believers in 
different cultural spaces. As we empower the whole body 
for the whole harvest, we expect to see more and more 
regions where there is “no place left” that the Gospel is 
not spreading with power and full conviction!

Copyright 2022, Focus on Fruit.  Do not distribute 
without written permission. 

  A social-network 
orientation keeps the focus on 
the Spirit’s work in people, not 
places or things.



2025 and 2050 we will see teams in every place, and 
movements in many places.

Here’s why.

Thirty-five years ago, movements were largely 
catalyzed by the combined work of an outside 
catalyst (a “missionary”) and an inside near-culture 
believer.  We see this origin story behind nearly 
all the movement families. However, for most 
movements being founded today, this is no longer 
the case. New movements are mainly being started 
by existing movements.

This makes sense when we consider that movements 
in 2022 are comprised of thousands–even millions–
of disciples who have been spiritually raised in 
an environment that takes for granted that each 
believer: 1) follows Jesus, 2) teaches others to follow 
Jesus, and 3) reaches out to non-believers, inviting 
them to follow Jesus.

Their own movements 
began out of a vision to reach 
the unreached, so it’s perfectly 
natural for them to intentionally 
send teams of believers to near-
by unreached peoples, and use 
their already-lived methodology 
to start new movements among 
those groups.

These disciples can go to unreached places where no 
Westerner can go. These places are, for them, just next 
door, down the road, or over the hill. And they can do 
this faster because they don’t usually have to learn a 
new language or culture. Not only can they go more 
easily, but they are also going intentionally. Their own 
movements began out of a vision to reach the un-

24:14 Goal 
Movement engagements in every unreached people and place by 2025 (36 months)

How Long to 
Reach the Goal?
By JUSTIN LONG
Justin Long has been a missionary researcher for over 25 
years, from work  with the World Christian Encyclopedia 
(2nd edition) to his role today as Director of Global Research 
(and Recruiting) for Beyond, primarily focused on documenting 
movements. He writes a Weekly Roundup on events and 
trends among the unreached. Email justin@beyond.org or visit 
www.justinlong.org.

Since 2015, I have been laboring to document the 
spread of rapidly multiplying movements around 
the world.  As of 2022, over 1% of the world’s 
population are disciples of Jesus in such movements: 
at least 114 million people in 8.5 million churches, 
found in 1,967 movements. 

Additionally, 3,500 teams are working to start 
more movements, steadily aiming toward the 
promise found in Matthew 24:14—…this Gospel of 
the kingdom will be preached in all the world, as a 
witness to all nations…

The goal of the 24:14 Coalition has been “to engage 
every unreached people and place with an effective 
kingdom movement strategy by December 31, 
2025.” How close are we? Are we likely to meet or 
even exceed the goal?

As part of my research, I have collected data on 
which languages in which provinces have teams 
aiming to catalyze a movement. I have tracked 
how fast new teams are being sent.  Based on the 
compilation of that data, it appears that having 
teams engaging every language in every province 
by 2025 isn’t likely. However, while I am mildly 
pessimistic about reaching that goal by 2025, I am 
very optimistic about seeing it reached within my 
lifetime. I strongly believe that somewhere between 
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reached, so it’s perfectly natural for them to intention-
ally send teams of believers to nearby unreached peo-
ples, and use their already-lived methodology to start 
new movements among those groups.

Over 90% of the new movements started in the 
past five to 10 years have been started by teams sent 
out from these movements—without any Western 
cross-cultural workers involved. This has resulted 
in a phenomenal multiplication of sending. While, 
as I said, I do not believe we will see teams in every 
language and place by 2025, I do believe that goal will 
be reached shortly thereafter. I believe this because 
we can see the fruit of this multiplication already.

We have collected data on the total growth of 
individual movements in five-year increments 
from 1995 to 2025. This data set is not completely 
comprehensive. It is the “floor” not the “ceiling,” but 
it is large enough to give us a sense of the overall 
direction and speed of growth. 

In 1995, we knew of close to 10,000 disciples in 
movements. Today, we know of well over 114 
million. This means there have been four “10X 
growth points” when the number of disciples in 
movements had grown by 10 times:

From 1995 to 2000, grew from 10,000 to over 
100,000 disciples

From 2000 to 2005, from 100,000 to over 1 million

From 2005 to 2015, from 1 million to over 10 million

From 2015 to today, from 10 million to more than 
114 million

This is an average annual growth rate of 23%, with 
the number of believers doubling on average every 
3.5 years!

It is dangerous to predict the future.  I have often 
quoted the old Wall Street disclaimer: “Past 
performance is no guarantee of future results.” 
I know many things could potentially derail 
growth. However, consider the context of the past 
30 years: wars, rumors of wars, pandemic disease, 
severe persecution, hostility from many traditional 
churches—in fact, pretty much everything we read 
in Matthew 24. I do not cite that famous passage 

to suggest I believe we are living in the end times. 
As anyone who knows me can attest, I resist 
eschatological predictions.

I am only saying that phenomenal growth in 
movements has occurred in the midst of, in spite of, 
and sometimes amplified by all these Black Swans.

If we estimate that what movements have done over 
the past 35 years, they are likely to continue doing 
for the next 25—on to 2050—what would the result 
be? A simple extrapolation of the growth trends 
would lead to two more points of 10X growth: one 
in 2035 and the other in 2045.

By 2040, a 23% annual growth rate would equal 4.2 
billion disciples in movements.

By 2045, a 23% annual growth rate would equal 12 
billion disciples.

The first would lead to a population of believers that 
is more than double Christianity’s 2022 total, and 
the second would exceed the world’s total estimated 
population for 2050.

  The first would lead to 
a population of believers that is 
more than double Christianity’s 
2022 total, and the second 
would exceed the world’s total 
estimated population for 2050.

Some might throw up their hands at such numbers. 
Why bring it up, when the numbers are obviously 
impossible, since one cannot have more disciples 
than there are people in the world? I address this 
not because the numbers are possible but because 
of the on-the-ground reality the numbers point to—
that movements are filling up the places where they 
presently are. As they do, they are sending new teams 
go to “the next door” places—many of which are 
over harder boundaries. Each place that movements 
are entering, they are filling up. As a result, they are 
learning, rapidly, to cross successively harder cultural, 
linguistic, and political lines on the map.
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While we recognize from Scripture that not 
everyone will follow Jesus (the gate is narrow…) our 
goal must be to share the Gospel with every person 
and family and group and pray that none would 
perish but all come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). Some 
people groups are a reported 95% evangelical. We 
aim for 100%, knowing that this is not likely. BUT 
what lesser goal should we aim for? Ultimately, only 
God knows the dynamics of these situations, so we 
trust him to sort it out. 

Will this happen everywhere? William Gibson 
once famously said, “The future is here—it’s just 
not evenly distributed yet.” The same could be 
said of movements. There are a lot of believers in 
movements in certain parts of the world, and fewer 
in others. In some countries, multiplying the current 
number of disciples in movements by 10 would 
bring the country to over 100% Christian. In others, 
multiplying by 10 would still leave the movement as 
a small percentage of the country.

By comparing the populations of each country 
to the number of disciples in the country, we can 
estimate the number of 10X increments required 
to get past—or at least very near—the line of 100% 
Christian.

To see what I mean, consider a fictitious country of 
“Versa.” It has a population of 100,000. If one were 
to start with one believer, five 10X multiplications 
would be required to reach nearly 100%: 10, 100, 
1,000, 10,000, and 100,000.

Due to security, I cannot name specific countries. But 
we can break down the world’s countries as follows: 

39 have movements that need only one 10X for the 
country to be reach 100% Christian (based on the 
movement’s size alone, not any other Christians in 
the country); 90 need two 10X multiples; 50 need 
three 10X multiples; 27 need four 10X multiples; 17 
need five 10X multiples, and four are less than one 
10X away from completion. On average, each 10X 
multiplication currently requires a decade. 

If we continue in the same vein, thirty years—three 
10X multiplications—would be enough to bring 

179 countries to the range of 100% Christ-followers 
through the efforts of multiplying movements alone—
not including any other “Christians” of any other kinds.

In 30 years—one generation – a dramatic change in 
the world could bubble to the surface.

  Lest we think 30 
years is a long time and wonder 
whether movements have that 
kind of staying power, consider 
that the oldest movement in 
the world has been around for 
35 years and is now estimated 
to be tens of millions of disciples 
in size.

Is this possible? Lest we think 30 years is a long time and 
wonder whether movements have that kind of staying 
power, consider that the oldest movement in the world 
has been around for 35 years and is now estimated to be 
tens of millions of disciples disciples in size.

Will this work actually impact the unreached or—
as with most Christian work—will it mainly affect 
countries that are at least marginally Christianized? 
Many of the 47 unreached countries (look at any 
list of countries that are less than 8% Christian by 
most global measures) are among these 179 that 
would require only three 10X multiplications. 
As noted earlier, movements can more easily send 
to “nearby, down the road” unreached groups—and 
are intentionally doing so.

How many unreached groups could be reached 
by these movements? How might we measure this 
question?

I analyzed what we presently know about the 
deployment of movement teams.  While we know 
quite a bit more than when the 24:14 Coalition began 
in 2017, the “language-and-place” information 
about movement deployments is still thin, so this 
is a minimalist analysis. Despite that caveat, here’s
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how the data stacks up.  My database lists 4,098 
provinces. Of these, 517 are known to be engaged 
by a movement-catalyst team (not necessarily at 
movement stage yet). 

An additional 785 provinces directly border an 
engaged province—for example, Oklahoma shares a 
border with Texas. So, if we propose that a province 
is in reach if they are “next door” to a province that 
is currently engaged, then over a third of the world’s 
provinces are either engaged or conceivably within 
reach of a movement team right now. (And many of 
those provinces are actually on the border of more 
than one engaged province—meaning resources 
could be brought to bear from multiple avenues.) 

  Many of them have 
asked me specifically for “gap 
lists” so they know where 
to intentionally send teams. 
These movements are eager to 
engage the lost.

To focus on the remaining task, we know of a total 
of 935 provinces in the countries that are less than 
8% Christian (a rough measure of the least reached 
areas of the world). Uttar Pradesh is one well 
known example, with published case studies and 
books and the like. Of those 935, 215 are known 
to be engaged, and a further 315 are in range (in 
this model, for example, all the provinces bordering 
UP). This means 45% of the provinces of the least-
reached places of the world are right now known 
either to be already engaged or engageable by near-
culture movement teams (and again, this is what we 
know—more is certainly happening).

I have heard plenty of stories from movements in 
the field of sending people to the next province, to 
the next people group, or even over the border to 
the next country.

Many of them have asked me specifically for “gap 
lists” so they know where to intentionally send teams. 
These movements are eager to engage the lost.

In most of these countries, most of these believers 
are deep underground.  If the movement numbers 
are in the right order of magnitude—and I have 
no reason to doubt they are1—then the published 
estimates of percent Christian for many places are 
off by an order of magnitude. 

Lately, movement leaders have shared anecdotal 
stories of government leaders in countries 
discovering large numbers of Christians in their 
communities. Some of these stories have been in the 
context of election campaigns, as election workers 
went house to house to mobilize the vote. 

There are also multiple reports of both government and 
religious leaders warning about the significant growth 
of Christians and often calls for violent opposition to 
this trend. Global researchers—not just myself, but 
others—have asked, “When will you become visible?” 
and have been told, “When there are so many of us 
that nothing can be done about it anymore.”

I am reminded of a line from The Lord of the Rings, 
“A thing is about to happen that has not happened 
since the elder days. The Ents are going to wake up 
and find that they are strong.” I suspect something 
very similar will play out in the next generation, 
in many places around Africa and Asia.  When 
people realize the number of Christ-followers that 
are around, quite a few significant dynamics could 
play out. It would probably be futile to try to predict 
what those will be. There will be amazing stories 
of turnings to Christ and there will also be painful 
stories of violence, repression, and martyrdom.

We love Habakkuk’s promise that one day, The earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea (Hab. 2:14). It does 
seem we are in a time when the waters are rising. I 
know history has seen times of advance and times of 
retreat. I pray we will labor to help believers around 
the world—and especially movements around the 
world—to fuel their current expansion and remove 
any barrier that might hinder this glorious spread.  

1  �See, for example, my article “How Movements Count,” 
Mission Frontiers, May/June 2020 (p. 40), http://www.
missionfrontiers.org/pdfs/MF42-3_WebR.pdf.
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lest we promote dependency.” The movements 
are not asking for help for their internal costs 
(to develop and sustain their movements). They 
fund those things locally. Yet as they plan and work 
to reach groups outside themselves, we can come 
alongside them and help with reaching each and 
every unreached group. 

Six principles for helping movements should inform 
us all, regardless of our role. 

•	 Prayer is first. The importance of prayer cannot 
be overstated. Informed, strategic prayer must 
be the foundation of every effort to reach the 
unreached. We are in a spiritual battle for the 
eternal souls of men, women, and children. 
We can’t afford to fight with earthly weapons. 
Every disciple of Jesus can play an important 
part in this, no matter their location or situation. 

•	 Aim for holistic Church Planting Movements 
(CPM), not for various ministries as an end in 
themselves. CPMs are not one type of ministry 
alongside other types of ministries. Community 
development, medical work, arts, media, and 
Bible translation—all can both help begin 
CPMs and blossom as fruit of CPMs. As Jesus 
establishes his church, all the various types of 
transformative ministries will arise from within 
the church in that culture and community. 

What Must 
be Done?
By STAN PARKS
Stan Parks, Ph.D. serves the 24:14 Coalition (2414now.net) 
with Beyond (beyond.org). He is a trainer and coach for a variety 
of Church Planting Movements globally and he and his wife Kay 
have lived and served among the unreached since 1994. See ad 
on back cover for 24:14—A Testimony to All Peoples, edited by 
Stan Parks and Dave Coles. Electronic versions available for free 
in 11 major languages at 2414now.net/resources. Paperback and 
Kindle on Amazon.

In some movements, their obedience question is 
“Since this Bible passage is true, how will you apply 
this in your life this week?”  As you have read these 
articles about movements starting movements, you 
might ask, “In light of this, what shall I do now?” 
An even better question is not, “What can I do?” but 
“What must be done?”

We don’t expect these movements to reach the 
world by themselves. God invites his global body to 
be part of finishing the Great Commission. We each 
have a part to play. 

A seminary professor was urging prospective 
American church leaders to redistribute God’s 
resources to the rest of the world instead of lavishing 
it on ourselves. He said, “I say it respectfully, but I 
say it forcefully. God is not that stupid a general.” 
The disciples in movements are our most effective 
and strategic front line Gospel messengers. We need 
to realign our Great Commission efforts to fully 
support them. 

They are not asking or waiting for logistical and 
financial support to reach other people groups. 
They are already reaching out because they are 
empowered by the Holy Spirit and driven by their 
love for the lost and their desire to glorify God. 
But they recognize help from outside can enable 
them to reach more groups more quickly. 

We need to avoid a misplaced nationalism that 
says, “Citizens of each nation must reach all their 
unreached peoples and places with no outside help, 



•	 The entire body of Christ is needed. 1 Corinthians 
12 shows the need for honoring and collaborating 
with the whole body of Christ. 

•	 True partnership among local disciples and 
outsiders. National and international outsiders 
need to defer to the necessary leadership of local 
disciples. At the same time, local leaders need to 
humbly encourage true partnerships. 

•	 Funding should empower. All too often money 
is given in a disempowering and dishonoring 
manner. Funding should be based on outcomes 
rather than activities, particularly when these 
movements have a long record of fruitfulness. 
One exciting model is foundations prioritizing 
assistance for movements and setting up task 
forces of movement catalysts and leaders to help 
evaluate the proposals.

•	 Cooperation not control. Many movements 
have arisen from cooperation among national 
and international denominations, churches, 
seminaries, and agencies. This requires honoring 
one another despite different approaches, while 
honestly evaluating the impact of various efforts. 

As you consider ways to help movements cascade, 
keep these things in mind. 

1)	 Movements are not waiting for you to volunteer. 
You will need to patiently and graciously offer 
your help without demanding anything from 
movement leaders. You can imagine the load 
they carry, with movements doubling every 3.5 
years, while trying to reach out to new peoples 
and places. And most live and serve in the midst 
of brutal governmental and religious opposition 
and persecution. 

2)	 You many not be able to connect directly with 
movement leaders, due to security, their lack of 
time, or other considerations. But there are other 
ways to serve.

3)	 Movement leaders are looking for people to 
first and foremost be their brothers and sisters. 
As relationship and trust are built, possibilities 
for you to help may emerge. 

4)	 You need to do all you can to learn about 
movements and become a movement 
practitioner right where you are. Your potential 
for being helpful is greater if you yourself are 
living a disciple-making lifestyle.

  This involves patiently 
preparing yourself, and at 
the right times doing your 
best to do anything and 
everything asked of you by the 
movement(s) you serve.

You may be called to be a Movement Servant. 
See “Movement Servants Needed!” in MF May-June 
2021, 37-41 and “Movement Servants—Helping 
Movements Multiply” in MF Nov-Dec 2022 for some 
specific ways you might help.  
This involves patiently preparing yourself, and at the 
right times doing your best to do anything and 
everything asked of you by the movement(s) you serve. 

However, you do not have to be a full-time movement 
servant to help. You could help in a wide variety of 
ways, including prayer, research, crisis response, 
medicine, community development, business 
for access to new areas, media 4 movements, 
funding, technology, Bible and media distribution, 
administrative help, supervising interns, etc. 

For up-to-date information about these items and 
other possibilities, email us at  cascade@2414now.
net.

Individuals, teams, churches, organizations, 
and agencies—what could you do to involve (or 
better involve) your entire group in these efforts? 
What could you give up? What could you change? 
Are you willing to make radical changes?

We thank God for what he is doing through 
movements in our day. Especially for the spon-
taneous multiplication of movements planting 
other movements among the unreached. Are you 
willing to lay aside whatever you need to, in 
order to be a part of doing whatever it takes to see 
movements in every unreached people and place 
in this generation?  
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Toward the Edges

Movements is the most frequently referenced 
topic in Mission Frontiers. In this edition of 
Mission Frontiers we take up the reality that in 
more and more contexts, new movements to 
Jesus are birthed by other movements, not always 
by new teams from further afield being sent to 
start from scratch.

This may seem like a recent trend, and in some 
ways it is. It is relatively recent in modern mission 
experience. 

In fact, this dynamic was an element in the DNA 
of the original movements to Jesus in the New 
Testament. A quick read through Acts is sufficient 
to see this early trend.

When Jesus spoke of witness to Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and the ends of the earth, He was not 
only referring to expansion (though He was). 
The narrative unfolds in such a way that we can 
trace how a movement emerging in one context 
got “near enough” to another context to jump 
the barrier. Sometimes this was providential, 
sometimes intentional (though I don’t see these 
as mutually exclusive).

An example:
The newly minted believers from the dramatic 
event at the festival of Pentecost in Jerusalem 
began to experience the dynamics of a movement. 
Day by day the Lord added to their number, we are 
told. They saw the dynamics of growth and they 
experienced the inner life of Acts 2:42-47.

Many of those believers were not from Jerusalem, 
so following the persecution described in Acts 7, 
we are told they began to make their way back to 
the many places from where they had come. Not 

Movements Fostering Movements
By KEVIN HIGGINS 
Kevin Higgins is General Director of Frontier Ventures (FV). He has a PhD from Fuller in Intercultural Studies with a focus on 
Translation Studies. He is married to Susan and is the grateful father of Rachel, Sarah and Emma and the proud grandfather 
of Henry and Eliza.

that they were fleeing the persecution; they were 
just going home.

We don’t know most of their stories. But we do 
know that some of them, for some reason, began 
to speak to Greeks of the Good News. It is unclear 
from the vocabulary if these were Greek-speaking 
Jews, or Greeks who had converted to Jewish 
monotheism but not Judaism (the “God fearers” 
described in Acts).

We don’t know if they knew about Jesus’ words 
in Acts 1:8, but they were certainly examples of 
what he spoke about: they were empowered as 
witnesses, and it bore fruit. The result was not just 
the church in Antioch, but a breakthrough in a 
new cultural context which, as we see in Acts 13 
and following, is crucial in the leap into the Gentile 
world. The aspect of this I want to highlight is that 
the whole process can be described as a movement 
being fostered by another movement.

Later, we see that Paul’s dynamic apostolic band was 
made up largely of people drawn from very new, 
still-emerging movements. I think it is common for 
most readers of Acts and Paul’s letters to only see 
the specific churches that are named as the results 
of his work. But we have hints that these churches 
were not just isolated communities of believers. 
While this may be most explicit in Thessalonica, 
where we hear of the word expanding throughout 
a region, there are hints elsewhere that this was not 
an exception, but a norm (for example in the early 
verses of Colossians).

It does seem to be a norm, and it also seems to be 
natural. Natural does not mean automatic, but it 
does mean by nature. That is the key dynamic in 
movements fostering other movements: there is 
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something in the nature of a movement that carries 
with it more than expansion. 

Movements carry a DNA that “naturally” causes 
more movements, because being a movement is part 
of the DNA itself. 

I have seen this firsthand, but since you will read 
stories of such dynamics in this edition of MF, I 
won’t tell my stories here. For some readers this will 
seem new. And, again, experientially it has been 
recent. But Acts shows us this is in the original 
blueprint, seed, and foundational DNA.

Why then is it new?
The most common experience most of us have with 
church is in our congregations. Most churches don’t 
reproduce. In fact, most decline, and don’t even 
grow by adding members! There are exceptions, and 
there are movements (house church movements, 
simple church movements, church-planting 
networks, etc.). But by and large, what we know 
of and experience in churches is far removed from 
anything like a movement.

It is such churches that most missionaries have 
experienced, so it is a challenge for most missionaries 
to catch the movement DNA. Until very recently 
few mission efforts have experienced movements.

That is changing.
And at the same time, it is still true that movements 
themselves frequently, and naturally, foster more 
movements. They carry the DNA. Movements are 
what they are, so movements are what movements 
give birth to.

This does not mean the day of sending as we have 
known it is over. Vast numbers of contexts will not 
be naturally bridged by current movements. 

But the reality is that the best catalytic ingredient 
in fostering a new movement is a team or person 
or community or apostolic band that has been 
incubated within a movement, so that “like can 
birth like.”

May you be encouraged by what you read! 
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Mission mobilizers are in every local church, 
denomination, and parachurch ministry, often not 
knowing they have this role. God has sovereignly 
placed them within His people already. They are 
pastors, teachers, evangelists, while others are 
lay leaders and lay people within a community of 
believers, each one emphasizing God’s redemptive 
storyline and how every believer can be involved. 
Many are leaders within denominational structures 
or church networks, marked by the Lord as His 
voice to mobilize and equip within these ministry 
structures.

God Is Raising Isaiah 40 “Voices”
Over 2,500 years ago, the Spirit spoke a prophecy 
through Isaiah directly applying to the body of 
Christ today. Isaiah 40:3–5 declares, The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Mission Mobilizers— 
A Multifaceted 
Role in God’s 
Global Purpose
By RYAN SHAW 
Ryan Shaw is International Lead Facilitator of Global Mission 
Mobilization Initiative (GMMI), a resourcing ministry equipping 
the Church for mission mobilization through tools, teaching, 
training and strategies. A fourth-generation message bearer, 
Ryan graduated from Fuller Theological Seminary (Pasadena, 
CA) with a Master’s in Intercultural Studies. He has traveled in a 
mobilization capacity in over 65 nations and lives with his family 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where GMMI has its International Base 
and Global Mobilization Institute.

What comes to mind when you think of a mission 
mobilizer? This role is generally understood 
through a one-dimensional lens (primarily an 
organizational recruiter), instead of a multifaceted 
role in God’s global purposes. It is common to 
understand being a mobilizer for a short season of 
ministry, while rare to find mobilizers remaining 
faithful decade after decade. A major reason is the 
lack of comprehensive understanding of a mobilizer. 
Calling the global Church to grow in her core 
identity as a multiplying, reproducing, missionary 
community requires multitudes of mobilizers being 
identified, trained, and empowered.

A Misunderstood Role
Mission mobilizers are a misunderstood role 
in Christian ministry. We understand a pastor, 
mission pastor, worship leader, children’s ministry 
leader, prayer leader, etc. But a mission mobilizer—
who is that and what do they do? Ministry in a 
local church is generally understood as are those 
directly involved in global evangelism, yet the 
person bridging this gap is minimized. This appears 
to be beginning to shift as the Spirit emphasizes 
mobilization, raising voices (Isa. 40:3) preparing the 
way of the Lord. These are growing in confidence, 
though still misunderstood.

  We understand a 
pastor, mission pastor, worship 
leader, children’s ministry leader, 
prayer leader, etc. But a mission 
mobilizer—who is that and what 
do they do?
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Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain 
and hill be brought low; the crooked places shall be 
made straight and the rough places smooth; the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. Isaiah 
reveals a foundational call of the people of God—
voices in every generation calling God’s people to 
their core identity: preparing the way of the Lord.

John the Baptist embodied this calling, preceding the 
coming of Jesus in the first century. John’s forerunner 
ministry laid groundwork so Jesus’ purpose could 
be accomplished. John proclaims in John 1:23, 
I am ‘the voice of one crying in the wilderness; make 
straight the way of the Lord.’ With simplicity, courage, 
and humility, John became a voice of God in his 
generation, preparing for Jesus’ first coming. Yet John’s 
ministry was not the culmination of the Isaiah 40 
prophecy. Verse 5 reveals, The glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed and all flesh shall see it together. This did not 
happen during John’s ministry. John’s voice was a key 
partial fulfillment, yet not the ultimate fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. His was the first fruits of millions of 
voices God intends to use. The Holy Spirit is searching 
for similar voices today to prepare the way of the Lord.

The fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy will not be 
complete until this Isaiah 40 generation comes to 
maturity, corporately mobilizing the global Church 
for the fulfillment of the Great Commission. The 
Holy Spirit is searching for voices in local ministries, 
small groups, campus ministry fellowships, Bible 
schools, and more. May we, like John the Baptist, 
discern our calling as the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, make straight the way of the 
Lord, responding in faith and courage.

Types Of Mobilizers
Mission mobilization is a large, complex, 
multifaceted entity, with many types of leaders. We 
have generally lacked awareness of how many are in 
the category of “mission mobilizer.” It is necessary 
to identify the wide variety of mobilizer roles. Not 
all are the same. Some focus on particular functions 
while other mobilizer types are involved in other 
areas altogether. Each is necessary, functioning at a 
high level, to see the global Church become all God 
intends in mobilization.

In Ephesians 4:11, Paul reveals five core leadership 
functions Jesus established to equip local ministries. 
This passage is in context to empowering the global 
Church to accomplish its calling. These particular 
gifts are roles serving the global Church. This 
verse gives a glimpse into the organization and 
administrative structure of the early Church.1 There 
were three types of leader functions in the early 
Church: some whose authority was recognized 
across the whole church (apostles); some who 
travelled across many ministries (prophets, 
evangelists, teachers); and those focused on one 
local ministry in one place (local church pastors).

According to Paul (4:12), each of the five leadership 
functions’ ultimate purpose is to equip churches and 
ministries to grow into mature disciples, discipling 
ethnic people groups themselves. Thus, we can say 
the five leadership offices each have an aspect of a 
mission mobilizer. They can be understood as five 
different types of mobilizers. It is possible to view 
God’s big-picture redemptive storyline through the 
lens of God, Jesus, and Paul as mobilizers. We can go 
a step further and understand the same about these 
five leadership functions in Ephesians 4:11. Ministry 
leadership (when correctly focused on what the Bible 
and redemptive history are focused on) is for the 
distinct purpose of equipping God’s communities of 
believers to be mobilized—educated, inspired, and 
activated in the Great Commission.

The global Church has fallen into a dangerous 
practice never intended in Scripture—leaders doing 

1  John Stott, The Message of Ephesians (Leicester: IVP, 1989), 166.

  This did not happen 
during John’s ministry. John’s 
voice was a key partial 
fulfillment, yet not the 
ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prophecy. His was the first 
fruits of millions of voices God 
intends to use. 
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all the work of ministry themselves. Many believers 
in local ministries are bored, unable to express 
the gifts God has given, because those in public 
ministry have often misunderstood their function, 
crossing into the purview of each believer in the 
local churches.

  Scripture describes 
pastors in a shepherding 
role with every member 
contributing to the ministry 
using their gifts.

According to John Stott, this leads to one of three 
models of a local church. The first is the traditional, 
pyramid model where the pastor is at the point of 
the pyramid, while members are within the pyramid 
in levels of inferiority. This model is foreign to the 
New Testament. Scripture describes pastors in a 
shepherding role with every member contributing 
to the ministry using their gifts. Another model 
is a bus. The pastor is driving the bus while the 
congregation are the passengers, nodding off as they 
drive to their destination. Different from either of 
these is the correct biblical model of a local ministry 
made up of members each possessing a particular 
function or role.2 We see this in Ephesians 5:19–21 
where each member is instructed to bring a psalm, 
hymn, or spiritual song to the meeting.

Let’s consider these five Ephesians 4:11 mobilizer 
leaders in the body of Christ, defining what they do, 
who they serve and how they function.

2   ibid, 167.

Pastor-Mobilizer
This type of mobilizer is a pastor or ministry leader 
overseeing a church or ministry group. This could 
be a local church, campus ministry fellowship or 
Bible study leader. The Latin word for “pastor” 
is shepherd. God is seeking to raise shepherd 
mobilizers seeing their primary function in church 
leadership as mobilizing the flock to be God’s true 
missionary community, both locally (near cultures) 
and globally (distant cultures). They mobilize using 
the platform of their ministry function. This goes 
beyond recruiting laborers to the macro view of 
mission mobilization—guiding their ministry 
together on the journey of being mobilized and 
equipped. Through their leadership, they encourage 
growth and understanding in mission across 
the whole group. Without pastors deliberately 
functioning in this way, it will be difficult to see 
those under their leadership engaged in their roles 
in the Great Commission effectively. Well-known 
contemporary and historical Pastor-Mobilizers 
include John Piper, David Platt, Francis Chan, A. T. 
Pierson (1837–1911), Andrew Murray (1828–1917) 
and A. J. Gordon (1836–1895).

Apostle-Mobilizer
This leader is usually appointed to oversee a 
denomination, church network, campus ministry 
organization, or an area or district of such a ministry 
structure (overseeing multiple local ministries). 
They keep the big-picture purpose of their ministry 
structure’s function in the mission movement at the 
forefront. As the Greek word apostle refers to a “sent 
one,” they see themselves as dynamically involved 
in educating, inspiring, and activating their whole 
ministry structure in cross-cultural ministry (both 
within near cultures and distant cultures). God has 
placed them within a leadership context to equip the 
local ministries under their leadership to flourish as 
individual Great Commission ministries. Providing 
mobilization tools, courses, and resources to the 
local ministries under their direction, they work to 
see local ministries educated, inspired, and activated 
in Great Commission understanding. They see to it 
that pastors and leadership teams of local ministries 
are trained to mobilize and equip their ministries. It 
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is rare today to find this type of apostle-mobilizer, 
yet God is calling many along these lines. Historic 
examples include Nicolaus Von Zinzendorf (1700–
1760), Samuel J. Mills (1783–1818), Charles Simeon 
(1759–1836), William Carey (1761–1834), A.  B. 
Simpson (1843–1919), John R. Mott (1865–1955) 
while contemporary examples include Reuben 
Ezemadu (Nigeria), Daniel Bianchi (Argentina), 
Luis Bush (Argentina) and Rick Warren (USA).

Prophet-Mobilizer
This is a leader to whom God reveals specific 
guidance about particular strategies and insights 
in mobilization. They speak with authority as ones 
hearing from God related to pathways forward. 
Their main task is equipping others to grasp insights 
related to the plans, purposes, and ways of God in 
mission. They fellowship deeply with the heart of 
Jesus, discerning His ways and communicate these 
with clarity to the churches. They help churches, 
often bogged down with tunnel vision, to remain 
focused on the will of God: who they are as Great 
Commission ministries. It is easy for local ministries 
to get sidetracked, losing their identity as God’s 
missionary community. Examples of Prophet-
Mobilizers include Raymond Lull (1232–1316), 
Ralph Winter (1924–2009), Donald McGavran 
(1897–1990), Roland Allen (1868–1947), Loren 
Cunningham (USA), and Thuo Mburu (Kenya).

Evangelist-Mobilizer
Many scholars understand an evangelist as the 
person gifted to do the work of evangelism. 
Let’s keep in mind the core thought in our Ephesians 
4:12 passage—leaders equipping the saints to do the 
work of ministry. Evangelist-mobilizers, then, equip 
churches in local and cross-cultural evangelism and 
mission. They have been specifically trained by God 
to effectively evangelize and in turn train churches 
and disciples in outreach. They equip members 
to be “scattered” to multiply new churches. 
The evangelist-mobilizer is intensely practical, 
revealing the “how” of reaping a harvest among a 
targeted people group, either locally (near culture) 
or globally (distant culture). Historical evangelist-
mobilizers have included John Nevius (1829–1893), 

David Livingstone (1813–1873), Robert P. Wilder 
(1863–1938) and Jonathon Goforth (1859–1936), 
while in contemporary circles George Verwer (UK), 
David Garrison (USA), David Watson (USA), and 
David Lim (Philippines) fall into this category.

Teacher-Mobilizer
This may be a local leader within one local church 
or who travels to teach a grouping of churches in 
a geographic area. Their role is opening the Word 
of God, revealing the will and plan of God from 
Scripture. They root believers in discipleship, 
declaring and applying the whole message of 
the Gospel of the Kingdom. Teacher-mobilizers 
practically reveal the multifaceted roles for every 
believer within the mission movement. Teacher-
mobilizers anchor the churches in the overall theme 
of Scripture—the mobilizer God aligning His global 
Church with His redemptive purposes in the earth. 
They connect the dots for believers to see their 
lives as directly part of God’s story in the earth. 
This is a crucial role as teachers reveal the redemptive 
purpose of God in and through salvation history, 
applying it to our Great Commission context today. 
Examples include Hudson Taylor (1832–1905), 
Ajith Fernando (Sri Lanka), Paul Borthwick (USA) 
Max Chismon (New Zealand), Steve Hawthorne 
(USA), and Christopher J. H. Wright (USA).

For further articles and podcast episodes on core 
topics directly related to mission mobilization as 
well as mobilization tools for mobilizers, please visit 
https://www.globalmmi.net/. 

*�Author’s Note—This article has been adapted from 
the author’s book, Rethinking Global Mobilization: 
Calling the Church to Her Core Identity. The book 
lays foundations of a biblical missiology of 
mobilization while providing a practical frame-
work to equip the global Church in mobilization. 
The publisher, IGNITE Media, has given per-
mission for portions of the book to be used 
in this article. Find the book at 
RethinkingMobilization.com or search 
for it on Amazon. 
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We opened our email and read the notice. The 
American Consulate in India was advising all 
American citizens to leave the country. Threat levels 
were high, as the conflict between India and Pakistan 
escalated. In 1998, these two nations had both 
become nuclear powers. In 2017 and 2018, threats 
and border skirmishes increased between the two 
nations. The email came. American citizens were 
being advised to leave the nation. Our government 
could no longer be responsible for our safety. 

Reading the notice, my husband and I quietly 
discussed it. We had three small children to consider. 
What about them? Tucking our sweet five-year-old, 
blond-headed boy into bed, I smoothed his hair 
back as he drifted off to sleep. Was it fair to put his 
little life at risk? How serious was the danger? 

Ministry in the area was growing. We felt bonded 
with our Indian friends and colleagues. They didn’t 
have the option of leaving. Was it right for us to do 
so? 

We consulted with our mission. They gave us the 
freedom to make our own choice about what to do; 
we were to follow God’s leading and our conscience. 
Being an agency that had a good number of national 

staff, it was handled differently than for fully foreign 
organizations. Talking to missionary friends, several 
reported they’d been told by their organizations to 
leave as soon as possible. 

Going to God in prayer, peace filled our hearts. 
We were to stay. Within six months, the evacuation 
order was lifted and a cease-fire agreement between 
the two nations was signed. We breathed a sigh of 
relief, grateful that we had chosen to stay. Our doing 
so had bonded us in unique ways to those we had 
come to reach.

Fight or Flight
Fight or flight are two common physical and mental 
responses to stress. Fight. We face the threat head-
on, ready to engage in battle. Flight. We run from 
the threat, escaping it and finding a place of safety.

Our world is a place of increasing turmoil. 
A war between Russia and Ukraine causes concern 
about nuclear threats around the world. While 
the COVID-19 pandemic is no longer as deadly 
as it was, it is far from gone. Floods, hurricanes, 
and other natural disasters bring loss of life and 
property, making headline news.

How should a disciple-maker and Jesus follower 
respond? Is it fight or flight? Perhaps neither. God 

46 MISSIONFRONTIERS.ORG   MISSION FRONTIERS   |   JAN/FEB 2023



47MISSIONFRONTIERS.ORG   MISSION FRONTIERS   |   JAN/FEB 2023

is often amazingly at work in chaos and turmoil. 
God leans into chaos and so must we. 

5 Ways to Lean into Crisis
Consider the following five choices in the midst of 
chaos and crisis. The decisions we make in troubled 
times can lead to significant kingdom advance. It 
can cause the multiplication of disciples and the 
launch of new movements.

1 � Choose to stay 
—�those who stay 

present in crisis 
often see the 
greatest impact.

Don’t read me wrong. I’m not saying you always 
have to stay when there is a serious threat to life and 
limb. It’s a decision every person and family must 
prayerfully make before the Lord. We see biblical 
examples of both staying (Acts 4:21-31) and leaving 
(2 Cor. 11:32-33). Our default, however, should not 
be to leave. Instead, we must train ourselves to lean 
in. We need to recognize the opportunities crisis 
provides for the light of the Gospel to shine brightly. 

There is a cost involved in staying, in leaning in. 
I cannot minimize that. Trauma and a significant 
drain on mental and physical health are realities in 
a crisis. However, the glory of God shines brightly 
in these times, and many are drawn to Jesus as we 
offer that gift: the gift of presence to those we serve. 
And so we lean in.

2 � Choose to advance 
—�moving toward 

crisis rather than 
away from it.

The tsunami that struck Indonesia in 2004 is forever 
etched in my mind. As it struck so suddenly, many 
dear friends and colleagues fled to the top of a 
mountain, barely escaping with their lives. Over 
200,000 people died that day. Following the tragedy, 
our colleagues worked with government and army 
staff to bag bodies for days on end. It was not easy. 
Not easy at all. In that time though, unprecedented 
doors flung open for the Gospel to spread.

I remembered this on a call with a mentor a few 
months back. “Do you know any DMM-minded 
people going into Ukraine?” he asked. What about 
YWAM? Who is there and how can we train them to 
start DMMs there? He recognized the opportunity 
within the crisis. My mentor wanted to spur me, 
and anyone else he could find, into responding.

A few hours later, we together made a call to 
someone I’m training in the United Kingdom. “Ian,” 
he asked, “What are you doing about Ukraine?” 

Will we lean into these kinds of opportunities to 
minister the two hands of the Gospel? Not only to 
bring relief but to share the message of Christ? If we 
don’t, we may miss the chance to partner with God 
in what He is doing. And so we lean in.
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3 � Choose to believe 
God is working in 
the midst of tragedy.

Most of us can quote Romans 8:28. We’ve preached 
sermons on it. When lives are at risk, bridges are 
burning, or hospitals overflow with sick and dying, 
we are put to the test. Do we believe that all things 
work together for good? Faith is a gift from God. It 
is also a choice we make. In the midst of crisis, we 
choose to believe that God is sovereignly in control. 
We place our hope in a God who is able to bring 
about incredible good out of horrible events. It’s 
what He does. One of the good things He so often 
does is to draw people to Himself in these times. 
Hearts are soft and open. And so we lean in.

4 � Choose to let go 
of old norms and 
wineskins.

Crisis times have a way of destroying the old and 
making way for the new. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, church buildings across the globe 
had to close. We were forced to meet at home 
or online if we were to meet at all. It was an 
unwanted change of the primary wineskin we 
used to gather as a body. Today, we are mostly past 
that. What have we learned? How have we grown? 
Are any of those new wineskins to remain? So many 
have quickly reverted to the old, preferring to go 
backward instead of forward.

Part of leaning in is letting go. It’s listening and 
discerning what God might be releasing in the 
midst of the difficulty. And so we lean in.

5 � Choose to receive 
the hidden kingdom 
blessing in times of 
crisis.

It may be hidden, but it is there. Receive it. Lean 
into God with open hands and open heart, ready 
to accept God’s somewhat mysterious gifts: 
the kind He gives in the darkest of times. Jesus 
compared the kingdom of God to a pearl of great 
price. Those priceless treasures are often given in 
times of difficulty and pain. Deep friendships, the 
revelation of new experientially understood truth 
from His Word, unusual miracles and supernatural 
encounters...these are a few of the hidden treasures 
that can be found. And with it, the joy of seeing 
many lost people swept into His kingdom. And so 
we lean in.

The 17th century in England was a time of great 
social upheaval, civil war, and political crisis. In 
this environment, revivalists George Whitefield and 
Charles Wesley emerged. Revival swept the nation. 
Between 1738 and 1791, 1.35 million people put 
their faith in Christ.1 These men leaned into crisis 
and partnered with what God was doing. 

May we be courageous enough to do the same. Our 
willingness to lean in may result in hundreds, if 
not thousands, of new movements being catalyzed 
across the globe. 

1  romans1015.com/british-great-awakening
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Further Reflections
Purpose of God?
By Greg H. Parsons Frontier Ventures staff since 1982, 
and currently serving as Global Connections Strategist.

Since you are reading this column, you are likely 
passionate about the cutting edge of the Gospel 
among the unreached. I wonder if you—like me—
sometimes come to the Scriptures to find passages 
to “use” to justify our missions service and motivate 
others. It makes us feel better about what we are 
doing! But one of the biggest problems with that 
approach is that we miss other significant truths 
within the biblical story, because we are blinded by 
trying to justify ourselves. 

If we consider the broader biblical story from 
Genesis 3 through Revelation 20, the focus is on 
God working with frail humans to find a way to 
dwell with us again. The amazing thing is that He 
does not give up! It turns out that the God of the Old 
Testament isn’t actually vengeful, as some complain; 
He just cannot dwell with sin. Yet, when we fail, He 
does not give up. 

Have you wondered why? 

The greatest reason is described when God speaks 
to Moses in Exodus. The role of the Exodus in 
the biblical story can easily be underemphasized. 
Many scholars believe that John had Exodus on 
his mind when he wrote his Gospel. Unlike Moses, 
who saved Israel from bondage in Egypt, but who 
failed and thus could not enter the land, Jesus did 
not fail. He built the bridge we can cross to restore 
our relationship with God. Because of that, God can 
and will dwell with us again—as Revelation 21-22 
powerfully makes clear.

After the people of Israel leave Egypt, Exodus 
outlines the way God is establishing the nation 
of Israel—with a structure for how to live and be 
governed. This includes the Ten Commandments 

(Ex. 20) and other laws after them. In chapter 34, 
while Moses is speaking with God again, God 
interrupts the conversation because people have just 
broken the first two commandments! God would be 
justified to destroy them, as He suggests to Moses. 
Moses offers himself in exchange for the people.

This exchange with Moses—who pleads for the 
people and for God’s presence to go with them—
is profound. I encourage you to meditate on that 
afresh, starting in Exodus 31:18 (Watch for five 
times Moses pleads with God).

In chapter 34, God tells Moses to meet Him in the 
morning, alone, with two new tablets. Here He 
describes what His name means:

The  Lord  descended in the cloud and stood 
with him there and  proclaimed the name 
of the  Lord.  The  Lord  passed before him 
and proclaimed,  “[YHWH] a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast 
love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means 
clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
on the children and the children’s children, to the 
third and the fourth generation” (Ex. 34:5–7, 
ESV, tetragrammaton substituted).1 

And Moses quickly  bowed his head toward the 
earth and worshiped.

1 � This does not mean that children are judged for their 
father’s sins per se. Other passages clearly link individual 
judgement to the disobedience of each person. See Exodus 
20:5-6, showing a link between judgment on those who hate 
God, and love to those who love Him. Jeremiah 32:16-19 
quotes Exodus 34 and concludes with …rewarding each 
one according to his ways and according to the fruits of his 
deeds.See also Deut. 5:9-10.
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As we read the rest of the Scriptures, phrases from 
this passage are repeated over and over. In fact, this 
is the most quoted passage within the O.T. itself. 
Perhaps the best example comes from James, who 
likely understood the Old Testament better than we 
ever will…and Exodus 34 was clearly in his mind.2 
James 5:11 says:

you have  seen  the  Lord’s  purpose, that 
the  Lord  is  full of compassion and  mercy. 
(Emphasis as in NETBible.org.)

I had never noticed that before. I don’t usually 
connect purpose with compassion and mercy. 
I challenge you to meditate on that, as you memorize 
Exodus 34:1-8, especially 5-8.

I hope my reason for writing this is clear: the love 
of God is our motivation for all that we do in our 
relationships with our family, our neighborhood, 
and our mission work. I suggest you examine 
yourself and ask: “Does everything I do have a 
foundation of God’s love?” 

2  �The reference in the NET Bible says this is an allusion to Ex. 
34:6; Neh. 9:17; Pss.. 86:15; 102:13; Joel 2:13; Jon. 4:2. 
Many more passages could be included.
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Spirit Walk & 
Study Guide
The Extraordinary Power of 
Acts of Ordinary People

Steve Smith, Laura Smith, 
and L. Stone (Authors)

�The extraordinary power we see at 
work in Acts is still available to every 
believer today, whether you need a 
movement of God in your personal 
life or in your ministry. We need 
only believe what the word of God 
says and put it into practice!

Spirit Walk: Study Guide is designed for either individual or small group use. In eight 
sessions of five days each, it guides you through the process of digesting biblical 
paradigms, surrendering to the Holy Spirit, being filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
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The Only One
A Call to Follow Jesus When He 
Challenges Our Traditions
J. Paul Pennington (Author)

There are many challenges to adequately 
representing Jesus to the majority world, 
and often Western Christian traditions create 
unnecessary hindrances to people accepting His 
truth. Pennington suggests that by not asking 
deep enough questions about what is essential 
for following Jesus and what is a non-essential 
human invention, the church is unnecessarily 
alienating millions of people from Him. It is time 
to honestly address these concerns, developing 
new patterns of discipleship that reveal Jesus’s 

heart for breaking down barriers instead of creating them. The analysis presented in this book 
will empower readers to critically examine their personally cherished traditions and the purity 
of the Gospel they present, with insights that are relevant in all contexts.

284-page Paperback: $19.99 | eBook: $9.99

Advancing Models 
of Mission [EMS 29]
Evaluating the Past and Looking to 
the Future

Kenneth Nehrbass (Editor)

�Advancing Models of Mission reflects on the 
missionaries and models of the past and 
reconsiders current models, all with the aim 
of looking toward the future of evangelical 
mission. Readers can learn about the contexts of 
the past that shaped our current missiological 
models while listening to diverse voices 
describe how those models are experienced 
considering our changing realities.

238-page Paperback: $17.99 | eBook: $9.99

A Third of Us
What It Takes to Reach 
the Unreached
Marvin J. Newell (Author)

Today, over three billion people, a third of 
humanity, have yet to hear the good news of Jesus. 
They have no opportunity to believe in him as their 
Savior and find peace with God through him. 
Of all the injustices in the world—and there are 
many that are quite distressing—this is the worst, 
because of the eternal consequences. A third of 
anything is significant—especially this third.

�136-page Paperback: $10.99 
eBook: $9.99

Mobilizing Movements
Leadership Insights for Discipling 
Whole Nations
Murray Moerman (Author)

Murray Moerman provides realistic expectations 
of what it takes to facilitate a movement and 
how to gain the support of various partners 
needed for long-term success, resulting in 
whole-nation church planting saturation. Based 
on years of research, Mobilizing Movements 
contains both practical and spiritual elements.

286-page Paperback: $19.99 
eBook: $9.99

Motus Dei
The Movement of God to Disciple 
the Nations
Warrick Farah (Editor)

Motus Dei locates the current Church Planting 
Movement phenomenon within modern history, 
while tracing its roots back to the first century, 
and articulates a missiological description of the 
dynamics of Disciple Making Movements in Asia, 
Africa, and diaspora contexts in the Global North.

376-page Paperback: $26.99 
eBook: $9.99



 3  Wolane in Ethiopia

Most Wolane people live in central Ethiopia south of 
Addis Ababa, the capital city. Many live in the capital 
itself. The Wolane who live in Addis Ababa earn their 
living though trade and retail, while those living in 
the rural areas farm and raise livestock. The Wolane 
have an oral culture; believers will need to go to 
them with Gospel songs, skits and visual materials. 
Teachers can teach the Wolane literacy skills. 

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed. 
—Genesis 12:2–3

•	 Pray for many leaders in today’s people group to 
seek and find God’s blessings, which He intended to 
give to them since the beginning of time. 

•	 Ask God to stir up believers who live near the 
Wolane to develop good relationships with them 
and find persons of peace. 

•	 Ask God to raise up a disciple making movement.

  4  Basith (Sikh traditions) in India

The Basith people are primarily farmers. Relation-
ships between men and women are unusual in 
Basith communities. When there is a divorce, the 
man is responsible for the children. Daughters share 
in parental inheritance.

And he brought him outside and said, Look toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if you are able to number them. 
Then he said to him, So shall your offspring be. And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 
—Genesis 15:5–6

•	 Pray that members of today’s people group would 
understand that they can become part of God’s holy 
family and experience His goodness. 

•	 Pray for a movement of Basith households to study 
the Bible and accept the blessings of Christ.

•	 Pray for a spiritual hunger that will invite the Basith 
people to the loving arms of Jesus. 

•	 Pray for workers who are filled with the fruit and the 
power of the Holy Spirit to go to the Basith people.

Unreached of the Day is coordinated with the Operation World calendar (operationworld.org) for 2022. 
Global Prayer Digest merged with Unreached of the Day in 2021.

Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV). Images in this guide (marked with an asterisk *) come from the 
International Mission Board (IMB). We thank the IMB for their exquisite images, taken by workers in the field.

JANUARY
 1  Japanese in Switzerland

Today Japan’s economy is the third largest in the 
world after the USA and China. In order to keep their 
multi-national corporations running the Japanese 
way, some Japanese moved to Western countries like 
Switzerland. The Japanese are frequently pragmatic 
about religion. Many have become materialistic and 
secular. These attitudes pose obstacles to the Gospel. 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
—Genesis 1:1

•	 Pray that this people group would be in awe of the 
Lord for His creation and realize that He is the only 
one worthy of worship and devotion. 

•	 Pray that Japanese believers would have 
opportunities to share the love of Jesus with their 
families and friends in Switzerland. 

•	 Pray that Christian businessmen would have open 
doors to share the Gospel with the Japanese. 

•	 Ask the Lord to raise up strong disciple making 
movements in Switzerland.

 2  Berti in Sudan

The Berti people live in the Darfur region of western 
Sudan. They herd livestock and raise crops and they 
try to avoid the violence that plagues their land. 
However, intertribal wars are common in their region. 

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. —Genesis 1:27

•	 Pray that this people group would realize that they 
were meant to be in God’s image, and they need to 
change their ways to get back to Him. 

•	 Pray for quality Christian radio to be widely available 
throughout Sudan. 

•	 Pray for the funding needed and for access to 
broadcast facilities. 

•	 Pray for Sudan to experience a just and lasting peace. 

•	 Pray for an honest and effective national 
government. 

•	 Pray for the Berti people to find peace in Jesus Christ, 
leading to a movement to Christ. 
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 5  Hani in Vietnam

How do you grow rice if you live in the mountains? 
The answer is to build terraces or flat plots of land 
along the slopes. This has been the practice of the 
Hani people of Vietnam for hundreds of years. In 
addition, the Hani raise cattle. They practice folk 
religion and believe that spirits inhabit objects 
of nature. Hani people believe the spirits must be 
appeased by prayers, rituals and offerings.

The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become 
my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s 
God, and I will exalt him. —Exodus 15:2

•	 Pray that members of today’s people group would 
look to the Lord alone for strength and victory. 

•	 Pray that each Hani village would have the 
opportunity to hear the saving message of Christ. 

•	 Ask the Lord to send workers to the Hani. 

•	 Ask the Lord to raise up a growing church in each 
Hani village.

 6  Agariya (Muslim traditions) in Pakistan

The Agariya people derive their name from the 
prominent city of Agra in northern India. Many 
Muslims left India and moved to Pakistan during 
and after the Partition of 1947, including most of the 
Agariya community.

Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like 
you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders? —Exodus 15:11

•	 Pray that today’s people group would understand 
that glory, holiness and power come only from our 
Lord and king. 

•	 Pray for a network of Agariya households to study 
the Bible and accept the blessings of Christ. 

•	 Pray for a spiritual hunger that will lead the Agariya 
people to investigate the claims of Jesus Christ. 

•	 Pray for workers who are filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit to go to the Agariya people to tell them 
the good news.

 7  Ad Dharmi in India

Most Ad Dharmi people of India make their living by 
tanning hides and making leather items. Working in 
leather is seen as a low caste profession by other Hindus.

Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods, because in 
this affair they dealt arrogantly with the people. Exodus 18:11

•	 Pray that non-believers among this people group 
would be convinced to follow the Lord because of His 
miracles. 

•	 Pray for radio programs in Eastern Punjabi to present 
the claims of Jesus Christ to the Ad Dharmi. 

•	 Pray for movements to Jesus to sweep through Ad 
Dharmi families, permeating the group from within.

•	 Pray for new Ad Dharmi Christian believers to fully 
understand the way of salvation and be zealous to 
know and follow the Lord. 

•	 Pray for the Ad Dharmi community to be able to send 
their children to good schools.

 8  Omani Arab in Saudi Arabia

Most of the Omani Arabs living in Saudi Arabia are 
farmers. They live in villages or oasis settlements. The 
farmers grow dates, melons, tomatoes and wheat. 
The Omani gather in the marketplaces to buy and sell 
and to socialize. They love to tell stories and recite 
poems or verses from the Koran. 

You shall have no other gods before me. —Exodus 20:3

•	 Pray for this people group to understand and obey 
this essential and central command. 

•	 Pray for Omani Arabs to be attracted to the poetry 
and stories in the Bible. 

•	 Pray for persons of peace among Omani Arabs to 
open the door to the Gospel. 

•	 Pray for Omani Arabs in Saudi Arabia to have open 
hearts to Jesus. 

•	 Pray for a massive movement to Christ no matter 
where they live.
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 9  Swiss Jew in Switzerland

Jews have lived in Switzerland since the 13th 
century. They are united in the Swiss Federation of 
Jewish Communities. These communities comprise 
ultra-Orthodox, Orthodox, Reform and Liberal 
Jews. Commonly, Swiss Jews work in the textile and 
clock industries. In 1999, Switzerland elected Ruth 
Dreifuss as their first female president. She is Jewish. 
By keeping themselves removed from Christians for 
fear of oppression, Jews have cut themselves off 
from hearing about the salvation that Jesus offers. 

You shall serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your 
bread and your water, and I will take sickness away from 
among you. None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; 
I will fulfill the number of your days. —Exodus 23:25–26

•	 Pray that many from this people group would serve 
the Lord and receive His abundant blessings.

•	 There are no known followers of Christ among 
Switzerland’s Jewish population. Pray this would soon 
change. 

•	 Pray for an unstoppable movement to Christ among 
Swiss Jews.

 10  Lao Phuan in Cambodia

Like most peoples in Cambodia and Laos, the Lao 
Phuan are rice farmers. Their households raise 
livestock, and they supplement their diet with 
freshwater fish. They also raise silkworms. People 
can produce skits and songs in the local language 
that highlight the protection and the transforming 
grace of the Lord. 

See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of 
God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all 
craftsmanship. —Exodus 31:2–3

•	 Pray that as members of this people group become 
part of God’s holy family that they would also find His 
purposes for them. 

•	 Pray for the Lao Phuan people to have the chance to 
hear the Gospel in a culturally appropriate way. 

•	 Pray for a disciple making movement among this 
people group to transform their communities. 

•	 Pray for the few believers among the Lao Phuan 
people to lovingly take Christ to their families.

 11  Urdu in Guyana

Would you ever expect to find Urdu-speaking 
Muslims in Guyana? They emigrated in search 
of economic opportunities. Urdu speakers are 
found in every level of Guyana’s society; they are a 
combination of those who do not read and those 
who are highly educated, the poor and the money 
lenders, the landlords and the religious leaders. Their 
only common denominator is the Urdu language 
and the Muslim religion. 

And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and 
worshiped. And he said, If now I have found favor in your 
sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is 
a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and 
take us for your inheritance. —Exodus 34:8-9

•	 Pray that members of this people group would soon 
have as rich an understanding of the need for God’s 
presence as Moses did.

•	 Pray for loving ambassadors of Christ to go to the 
Urdu speakers in Guyana. 

•	 Pray for the Holy Spirit to move among their leaders 
and open the door to the King of kings.

 12  Aimaq in Pakistan

Aimaq is a generic term for “tribal people.” Most are 
in either Afghanistan or Iran, but there are smaller 
Aimaq populations in Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and 
Pakistan. Aimaq tribal customs remain stronger than 
any form of nationalism, due in part to long-enjoyed 
independence and geographical distance from 
central governments. Tribal law vested in village 
leaders usually prevails over government authority 
and even some Islamic rules. 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter 
the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. —Exodus 40:34–35

•	 Pray for many from this people group to experience 
the glory of the Lord and allow Him to transform 
them forever.

•	 Pray for abundant rain so that crops and livestock can 
thrive. Pray for workers to go to the Aimaq peoples 
in Pakistan. 

•	 Pray for a spiritual hunger that will allow them to 
accept the lovingkindness of Christ.
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  13  Mazhabi (Sikh traditions) in India

The Mazhabi live in India’s northern Punjab state 
and call themselves Rai Sikh. They speak Punjabi and 
read and write in Gurmukhi. Many of the Mazhabi 
work in agriculture or as day laborers. Some are in 
government service. Only boys receive education. 
There are thousands of Sikhs who have put their 
faith in the risen Christ. They can go as his 
ambassadors to the Mazhabi community. 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, Speak to all the 
congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall 
be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. —Leviticus 19:1–2

•	 Pray that new believers among this people group 
would seek holiness by allowing the Holy Spirit to 
transform them from the inside out. 

•	 Pray for spiritual hunger and discernment among 
Mazhabi elders and decision makers. 

•	 Pray that Gospel materials and the internet would 
lead them to salvation in Christ alone.

 14  Borgu Fulfulde in Canada

Fulani (or Fulfulde) people who move to Canada 
face the challenge of a new language, the possible 
absence of a spouse (who may have remained in 
Africa) and a different set of social expectations. 
Fulanis are among the largest people groups in West 
Africa; but in Canada they are small in number. There 
are some Fulani people who follow Christ in Canada 
and can shine His light in a winsome way to other 
West Africans. 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to 
shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26

•	 Pray this blessing on today’s people group. 

•	 Pray for the few Christ followers among the Borgu 
Fulani in Canada to lovingly take Christ to African 
Muslims. 

•	 Pray for Fulani leaders to have dreams and visions of 
the risen and victorious Christ!

  15  Wolof in the US

Wolof people in the US are hardworking and 
resourceful. They work as interpreters at Harlem 
Hospital, and they are shop owners, managers of 
restaurants and travel agencies, and vendors on 
Manhattan streets. They fund one of the largest 
mosques in West Africa. There are three radio 
stations among them in the Wolof language. 

He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you 
these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 
—Deuteronomy 10:21

•	 Pray that many from this people group would make 
the Lord their only God and thank Him for His 
miracles.

•	 Pray that the Church in the US would be pure and 
holy, a true light to all Wolof people. 

•	 Pray that the Wolof immigrants in the U.S. would 
experience salvation and use their influence to take 
Christ to their communities in Africa.

 16  Abdul in Bangladesh

Abduls live throughout South Asia, including 
Bangladesh. Many Abdul people work as alms 
gatherers while singing and drumming or selling 
perfume. Their primary language is Maithili, though 
most understand Urdu and Bhojpuri. Gospel materials 
exist in these languages. There are also vibrant 
Bhojpuri speaking believers in India who can reach 
them in Bangladesh. Abdul people in Bangladesh 
may be more reachable than other Muslim people.

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but 
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 
success. —Joshua 1:8

•	 Pray that many from this people group would not 
only study but apply what God teaches through His 
word. 

•	 Pray that there would soon be a church planting 
movement among the Abdul people. 

•	 Pray that this people group would learn to fear the 
name of Almighty God and would be healed in their 
bodies, souls and spirits.
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 17  Arabic-speaking Algerian in Germany

Algerians are part of the Arab Diaspora, and they 
have taken refuge in Germany and other European 
countries. Most would fit into the lower middle or 
lower class as shop keepers and workers in factories, 
construction sites, restaurants and farms. As they 
gain more education and job skills, they are moving 
into the middle and upper classes. Algerians in 
Germany need practical education and learned skills. 

So that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of 
the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God 
forever. —Joshua 4:24

•	 Pray that the “nation” we are praying for today 
would know that the Lord’s hand is powerful and 
would give Him praise. 

•	 Pray for believers to help with this while sharing the 
Savior who offers them life to the full. 

•	 Pray for a vibrant, worshiping church and a disciple 
making movement among Algerian Arabs in this decade.

 18  Amat in India

Amat people are also known as the Amanat. They 
are mostly farmers; though some are artists, day 
laborers or carpenters. Like many Hindu groups, the 
Amat’s spiritual lives are crippled by astrology, which 
they believe determines their destiny. Astrologers 
help them determine auspicious dates for important 
events like weddings. Holy Spirit-led Christian 
believers can go to the Amat people. They can 
demonstrate the power and love of the Savior.

The LORD repay you for what you have done, and a full 
reward be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under 
whose wings you have come to take refuge! —Ruth 2:12

•	 Pray for today’s people group to seek and find refuge 
with the Lord and be rewarded. 

•	 Pray that the Lord Jesus would provide an abundant 
harvest for Amat farmers as a testimony of His love 
and power. 

•	 Pray for them to hear and respond to loving Gospel 
preachers.

 19  Ambalavasi in India

Ambalavasi people live and work near Hindu 
temples. Most consider them Brahmins, though their 
roles are even more complex than the Brahmins. 
They work in Hindu temples where they often serve 
as artists. Some are musicians or perform dramas. 
Others are storekeepers or provide flowers for the 
Hindu temples. 

There is none holy like the LORD: for there is none besides you; 
there is no rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2

•	 Pray for influential members of this people group to 
understand that there is no solid rock like our God! 

•	 Pray that many of God’s people would take 
opportunities to tell the Gospel to Ambalavasi 
people, resulting in a vibrant, growing church. 

•	 Pray that pride would not get in the way of 
Ambalavasi Brahmins receiving Jesus Christ. 

•	 Pray for a spiritual hunger that will lead them to the 
resurrected Savior.

 20  Malay in Hong Kong

Malay people live throughout southeastern Asia but 
the majority live in Malaysia. The dispersal of Malay 
people was in progress by the fifth century. At that 
time, some migrated to Hong Kong. Courtesy is a 
very important aspect of Malay society no matter 
where they live. Those who take Christ to them must 
remember and act upon this virtue. 

But when they rose early on the next morning, behold, Dagon 
had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of the 
LORD, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying 
cut off on the threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to 
him. —1 Samuel 5:4

•	 Pray that many from this people group would 
understand that their gods have failed them, but God 
never fails!

•	 Pray that true Bible believing churches would be 
planted by Spirit-filled believers who are not afraid to 
lay down their lives for these people. 

•	 Pray for networks of believing families and 
fellowships that will throw the doors open for Malay 
Muslims to follow Jesus.
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 21  Central Tibetan in Switzerland

The first Tibetans to enter Switzerland came in the 
1960s, and the climate and terrain of Switzerland 
made a good home for them. Tibetan children have 
learned German. Tibetan Buddhist religion is their 
core identity, so few have embraced Christ. Buddhism 
was placed over the powerful Tibetan religion of 
Bon, which is a mixture of magic, divination, spirit 
worship and shamanism. 

Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a 
sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied.” —1 Samuel 17:45

•	 Pray that the nations would know that they cannot 
defy the Lord. Pray for spiritual receptivity among 
these Hindus. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to show Himself powerful. 

•	 Pray that strong Bible-believing and teaching 
churches would rise up to reach Tibetan people in 
Switzerland. 

•	 Pray that God would raise up loving Swiss Christians 
to reach out to their Tibetan neighbors.

 22  Sinicized Hmong Shua in China

The Hmong Shua speak a different language from all 
other Miao languages. Hmong Shua means “Sinicized 
Miao,” and some claim their ancestors were soldiers 
sent from Jiangxi in China. The soldiers settled down 
and married Miao women. As a result, today many 
Hmong Shua do not even claim Miao ethnicity. 
Other Miao groups call them “Chinese Hmong.” The 
majority worship their ancestors. Gospel genealogies 
of Jesus may be a useful entry for Hmong evangelism 
because they show Jesus’ ancestry.

And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long 
will you go limping between two different opinions? If the 
LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And 
the people did not answer him a word. —1 Kings 18:21

•	 Pray that today’s people group would indeed see the 
vast difference between the Lord and any other deity.

•	 Pray that the Hmong Shua would come to 
understand and embrace the glory of the King of 
kings and embrace Him as a community.

 23  Chut in Vietnam

Chut women find edible roots, snails, vegetables 
and mushrooms on the forest floor. Chut men 
hunt small game using traps and crossbows with 
poisoned arrows and they use dogs to track animals. 
The various Chut tribes share a common belief in 
a creator deity. Workers should use this “bridge to 
God” as a springboard into an explanation of what 
Christians believe to be true about the creator God. 

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, 
The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God. —1 Kings 18:39

•	 Pray that today’s people group would understand the 
vast power and goodness of the Lord. 

•	 May they put their hope and identity in the 
resurrected King of kings! 

•	 Pray for them to have the spiritual hunger it takes to 
seek and find Jesus.

 24  Iu Mien in China

The Iu Mien form part of the Yao nationality. They 
farm terraced rice paddies that hang off the sides of 
steep cliffs. The family unit is very important to the 
Yao. The Yao religion is a combination of ancestor 
worship and exorcism of ghosts. They are polytheists, 
meaning they have many gods. Han Chinese believers 
can be Christ-bearers to the Iu Mien people.

As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. And the priests 
could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the 
LORD filled the LORD’s house. —2 Chronicles 7:1-2

•	 Pray for today’s people group to be in absolute awe 
of the Lord when they hear of His glorious presence.

•	 Pray that the Yao people would be set free from the 
spiritual bondage they have been in for generations. 

•	 Pray for the light of the Gospel to deeply penetrate 
the darkness. 

•	 Pray for Yao believers to take Christ to villages and 
families.
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 25  Katso in China

The Katso of China proudly retain their ethnic 
identity as Mongols. In the early 1980s, Katso village 
elders sent a delegation to Inner Mongolia to learn 
about Mongolian culture and they immediately 
adopted customs similar to Mongols. Efforts to take 
the Gospel to them have been met with stubborn 
resistance and opposition from village leaders and 
local police who are eager to preserve the Mongolian 
traditions.

Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer 
that is made in this place. —2 Chronicles 7:15

•	 Pray that you would be encouraged to pray, knowing 
that the Lord will hear your prayers that are in 
accordance with His will. 

•	 Pray for signs and wonders among them and for 
breakthroughs with a multiplication of disciples and 
house churches. 

•	 Pray for bold workers, driven by the love of the Holy 
Spirit to go to them.

 26  Hbrogpa Amdo in China

Hbrogpa is the largest of the four main Amdo 
languages. Their name is Tibetan for “nomad” or 
“herder.” Most Amdo herd sheep, yaks and goats. 
Horrendous clashes with the Chinese have resulted in 
massive loss of life among the Amdo Tibetan groups. 
It is difficult for outsiders to enter the Hbrogpa 
homeland.

Let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the 
prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and 
night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins 
of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even 
I and my father’s house have sinned. —Nehemiah 1:6

•	 Pray for the Lord to raise up believers from among 
today’s people group that will faithfully and fervently 
pray for their people. 

•	 Pray for believers to build bridges of trust and 
friendship with the Amdo. 

•	 Pray the Amdo would be increasingly aware of their 
need for a savior and that there is no savior but Jesus 
Christ. 

•	 Pray for their elders to have dreams and visions of 
Jesus that will prepare them to welcome Him into 
their communities.

 27  Boyu Tibetan in China

The local Flower-Gathering Festival of the Boyu 
Tibetans takes place annually. They believe if they 
drink the spring water on the mountain before the 
sun touches it, they will be free from disease, and 
if they bathe in the water, all evil will be kept from 
them. During the Flower-Gathering Festival, the 
Boyu worship Lianzhi, the goddess of flowers. 

Then the king said to me, What are you requesting? So I prayed 
to the God of heaven. —Nehemiah 2:4

•	 Pray that you would not pass up the chance for short, 
but effective prayers when you intercede for the 
nations.

•	 Pray for power encounters and dreams and visions of 
Jesus. 

•	 Pray for the Holy Spirit to give the Boyu people 
teachable and understanding hearts. 

•	 Pray for Boyu families to be drawn by the Holy Spirit 
to seek forgiveness and to understand the adequacy 
of Christ’s work on the cross.

 28  Tseku in China

The Tseku people live in the high, remote Himalayan 
Mountains in freezing, blizzard-like weather. Their 
food is mainly meat and milk from their livestock and 
barley and rice.  Few, if any, Christian workers are 
willing to live in such a remote, inhospitable land. 
Tibetan Buddhism is also a major spiritual obstacle.

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 
was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people 
stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the 
people answered, Amen, Amen, lifting up their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their 
faces to the ground. —Nehemiah 8:5-6

•	 May this people group have Holy Spirit reverence for 
the Lord when they hear His word. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to bring about a movement to 
Christ in the 2020s. 

•	 Pray for the Holy Spirit to give the Tseku people 
teachable and understanding hearts. 

•	 Pray that a strong movement of the Holy Spirit would 
bring entire Tseku families into a rich experience of 
God’s blessing.
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 31  Sadgope Yadav in Bangladesh

The Sadgope Yadav people are mostly agricultural. 
Many own land and raise cattle in the eastern 
regions of Bangladesh. The Sadgope Yadav claim 
to be descendants of King Yadu, which gives them 
a sense of high honor. They tend to look down on 
other Bangladeshis and this pride can be a barrier to 
following Christ. There is a need for the hearts of the 
Sadgope Yadav to be prepared to receive the Holy 
Spirit-anointed word.

And they stood up in their place and read from the Book of 
the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day; for 
another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the 
LORD their God. —Nehemiah 9:3

•	 Pray that hearing the word would lead to deep 
repentance. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to reveal Himself to the Sadgope 
Yadav in many ways. 

•	 Pray for these proud people to humble themselves, 
repent and receive forgiveness in Christ.

FEBRUARY
 1  Azeri in Belarus

The homeland of the Azerbaijani has been invaded 
many times. It was first conquered by the Persians 
in the sixth century B.C. During the seventh century, 
Islam was introduced, and they have been Muslim 
since. Their culture is a blend of Turkic and Persian 
influences. A small number of Azeri live in Belarus.

You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is 
on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of 
them; and the host of heaven worships you. —Nehemiah 9:6

•	 May the hearing of God’s word lead to this people 
group understanding who God is and the fact that He 
gave them life. 

•	 As far as we know, there are no Christian believers 
among this people in Belarus. Pray that this would 
change. 

•	 Pray for dedicated, Holy Spirit-anointed workers to 
go to the Azeris in Belarus. 

•	 Pray for the Holy Spirit to move among Azeri family 
heads, so they would be willing to listen to the 
Gospel.

 29  Kyakala in China

Assimilation occurs when members of minority 
groups have absorbed the characteristics of the 
dominant group and become indistinguishable from 
them. The Kyakala were initially consumed into the 
Manchu nationality, which in turn has largely been 
swallowed up by the Han Chinese. There are some 
Christians among the Kyakala who can share the 
spiritual blessings of Christ with their community. 

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before 
the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the 
Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded 
Israel. —Nehemiah 8:1

•	 Pray for an eagerness to hear and heed God’s word 
among this people group. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to provide for their physical and 
spiritual needs as a testimony of his power and love.

•	 Pray the Kyakala people would have a spiritual hunger 
that will open their hearts to the King of kings.

•	 Pray for an unstoppable movement to Christ among 
them.

 30  Sudanese Arab in Italy

A small number of Sudanese Arabs now live in Italy. 
Having fled the poverty and violence of Sudan, they 
appreciate the peace of their newfound home in 
Italy and are taking advantage of opportunities for 
education and work. Most of the Sudanese Arabs 
practice Islam. They believe that the teachings of the 
Koran and the prophet Mohammad are far closer to 
God’s will than the teachings of the Bible. There is a 
small Sudanese Arab church in Italy.

They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and 
they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
—Nehemiah 8:8

•	 Pray for this people group to understand God’s word 
when they hear it. 

•	 Ask God to open the spiritual eyes of the Sudanese 
Arabs in Italy. 

•	 Pray for the emergence of a disciple making 
movement among the Sudanese. 
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 4  Kenyan Arab in Kenya

The Kenyan Arabs live in fishing villages along the 
coasts of Tanzania and Kenya. Their culture is still very 
similar to that of the first Arabs (desert nomads or 
Bedouins) and refer to their ancestors as the “true” 
Arabs. Some Kenyan Arab Muslims also believe in 
spirits, so they practice magic to gain their favor. 
They would welcome Christ’s servants who come as 
his hands to heal the sick and spiritually stricken. 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. —Psalm 8:1

•	 Help this people group to know from the heart and 
the head that the Lord is great! 

•	 Pray for the Lord to thrust out workers to the Kenyan 
Arabs and for persons of peace to welcome them.

•	 Pray for a movement to Christ among the Arabs of 
Kenya.

 5  Kashmiri (Muslim traditions) in Pakistan 

The Kashmiris live in Kashmir, a region in the 
Himalayan Mountains of northwestern India and 
northeastern Pakistan. This disputed area has been a 
battleground between India, Pakistan and China since 
the partition of India and Pakistan in 1947. Mountains 
fill more than ninety percent of Kashmir. Most of the 
region lies under snow and glaciers all year. Kashmiris 
have a tourist industry for those brave enough to take 
chances. Believers can enter as tourists.

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will 
recount all of your wonderful deeds. —Psalm 9:1

•	 Pray for many from today’s people group to tell of 
God’s marvelous deeds to their families. 

•	 Pray for a just and lasting peace in Kashmir. 

•	 Pray their trials would breed a desire for true holiness. 

•	 Pray for Kashmiris to allow transformation by the 
work of the Holy Spirit.

 6  Aheria in India

The name Aheria means hunter because this was the 
main occupation of this group prior to the 1920s. 
However, in 1920, hunting was banned, and this led 
to the disappearance of their principal occupation. 
The community now engages mainly in farming. 
They are a scheduled caste, low in status among other 
Hindus. Literacy classes combined with discipleship 
should be effective in taking Christ to them.

 2  Bosniak in Croatia

Bosniaks are an ethnic group living in southeastern 
Europe, mainly in Bosnia and Herzegovina. A 
smaller number live in Croatia. For many Bosniaks, 
Islamic identity has more to do with cultural roots 
than with religious beliefs. Even among most 
religious Bosniaks, there is a disdain for religious 
leaders who exercise influence over day-to-day life. 
Most Bosniaks are Sunni Muslim, but historically 
Sufism played a significant role among them. 
This might be a bridge to the Gospel because Sufis 
seek a personal relationship with the Almighty. 

And you warned them in order to turn them back to your 
law. Yet they acted presumptuously and did not obey your 
commandments, but sinned against your rules, which if a 
person does them, he shall live by them, and they turned a 
stubborn shoulder and stiffened their neck and would not 
obey. —Nehemiah 9:29

•	 Pray that when this people group hears the word 
that they would respond with heart-felt obedience. 

•	 Pray for hundreds of Bosniaks to find that loving 
personal relationship with the Lord of lords.

 3  Ryukyuan in Japan

The Ryukyuan are the indigenous peoples of Japan’s 
Ryukyu Islands. They are some of the longest-lived 
people in the world. The Ryukyuan people have 
always considered the arts and music as more 
honorable than combat skills. Christian believers can 
use the arts as a way to take Christ to them. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the 
ends of the earth your possession. —Psalm 2:8

•	 Ask now! Ask Him for this people group to become 
part of His family. 

•	 A small number of the Ryukyuan people identify 
themselves as Christians. Pray they would be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer. 

•	 Pray for a movement to Christ among them in Japan. 

•	 Pray for loving Christian artists to go to them, bearing 
Christ in their words and deeds.
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I say to the LORD, You are my Lord; I have no good apart 
from you. —Psalm 16:2

•	 Pray that this people group would understand that 
they have many good things, all of which came only 
from God the creator. 

•	 Pray they would overcome caste stigma and put their 
identity in Christ. 

•	 Pray they would come to understand and believe 
God’s Son, Jesus, who will give them life to the full if 
they place their faith in him.

 7  Chitrakar (Hindu traditions) in India

Today’s people is another Hindu caste divided 
according to profession. The name Chitrakar means 
“image maker.” They are painters on ceramics, 
makers of woodblock prints and makers of masks 
for ritual dances. They also draw objects, create toys 
and make and paint wood items to sell. While most 
Chitari are Hindu, a small number follow Christ. 

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there 
is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
—Psalm 16:11

•	 Pray that many from today’s people group would 
find joy in the Lord, and the pleasures of being with 
Him for eternity. 

•	 Pray for Holy Spirit-anointed believers from the 
Chitrakar people to change their society from within.

•	 Pray for a movement in which the Holy Spirit leads and 
empowers Chitrakar disciples to make more disciples.

 8  Bulang in Myanmar

Myanmar is one of the three countries where the 
Bulang people live. Thousands of them live in the 
Eastern Shan State in Myanmar, with more living in 
China. For centuries, the Bulang have been ardent 
followers of Theravada Buddhism. They strive to 
observe the Buddhist tripitaka (three baskets) 
teaching: self-discipline, preaching and discussing 
doctrine. The Bulang believe that right thinking, 
sacrifices and self-denial will enable the soul to reach 
nirvana, a state of eternal bliss. This can be a starting 
point for those who introduce them to Jesus.

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork. —Psalm 19:1

•	 Pray that many from today’s people group would 
look to the sky, see God’s artwork, and commit 
themselves to following this awesome savior! 

•	 Pray for the Bulang to seek out the Light that may 
enrich their lives.

 9  Khlor in Laos

The Khlor people have gradually lost their culture 
over the course of the past century. They have 
lost their traditional dances and the use of their 
ancient weaponry. They still use shamans to mediate 
between their community and the spirits. Though 
they are still held in respect, the shamans’ influence 
has greatly dimmed.

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony 
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; —Psalm 19:7

•	 Pray that this people group would find the word of 
the Lord to be trustworthy and look to it for wisdom 
and spiritual guidance.

•	 Pray the Khlor people would hear the life-changing 
Gospel from believers from other people groups. 

•	 Pray that the Khlor in Laos would find the clarity to 
seek out the truth that can be found in Jesus.

•	 Pray that they would find peace in Christ. 

•	 Pray for a network of family-centered fellowships.

 10  Chong in Cambodia

The Chong people live in small, isolated villages 
that are often located in heavily forested areas. 
Educational opportunities are limited and conducted 
in the national language, Khmer. Many young people 
now speak only Khmer and the Chong language is 
moribund. Many of the Chong are in poverty and 
are looked down upon by the Khmer majority. 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the 
name of the LORD our God. —Psalm 20:7

•	 Pray that many from this “nation” would boast only 
in the name of the Lord. 

•	 Pray for the Gospel to come to them in oral forms 
such as stories and music. 

•	 Pray that Chong believers would be supported and 
shown love so the Chong people may enjoy the 
fragrance of Christ in their families. 

•	 Pray for community of believers to be built in Cambodia.
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 11  Adyghe in Egypt

The Adyghe have never had an independent state. 
Folk dances are a very important part of their culture. 
The dances tell stories about everyday life, and they 
preserve their long history. The Xabze is a code with 
many rules and morals. The Xabze is passed on from 
generation to generation. Today’s Adyghe youth are 
still being taught to carry on the traditions. 

O LORD, in your strength the king rejoices, and in your 
salvation how greatly he exults! —Psalm 21:1

•	 Pray that leaders from this people group would look 
to the Lord, and only Him for strength and guidance. 

•	 There is a small percentage of Adyghe who may 
follow Christ. Pray they would spread the Gospel to 
their neighbors and families. 

•	 Pray for Christ’s workers to minister to the Adyghe. 

•	 Pray for movements fueled by Jesus’ teachings of love 
and dedication to the Lord.

 12  Moroccan Arab in Norway

Most of the Moroccan Arabs in Europe are centered 
around urban centers and often have to work in low 
paying jobs. Maintaining their identity while being 
surrounded by European culture is very important 
to many Moroccan Arabs. This can limit openness 
to the Gospel. On the other hand, some Moroccan 
Arabs want contact with the Norwegian population. 
Christian believers can interact with them, sharing 
the blessings of Jesus Christ. 

Be exalted, O LORD, in your strength! We will sing and praise 
your power. —Psalm 21:13

•	 Pray that this people group would rejoice in the 
Lord with singing and celebration when they see His 
mighty acts of mercy and salvation. 

•	 Pray for a church planting movement among the 
speakers of Moroccan Arabic in Norway to grow and 
spread. 

•	 Pray they would hear and follow the words of Jesus.
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 13  Dhankar Dhanuk in India 

The Dhankar Dhanuk people can be farmers, 
scavengers, sweepers, weavers or office workers. 
They are Hindus who also worship their own local 
deities. Most Dhanuk are not well educated, so 
the Gospel will need to be presented in oral forms. 
Believers can take Christ to their villages through 
songs and skits. They can be left with Gospel 
recordings in the local languages. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. —Psalm 23:1

•	 Pray that this people group would be satisfied with 
the Lord alone and turn to no other god. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to provide for their physical and 
spiritual needs as a testimony of his power and love.

•	 Pray the Dhankar Dhanuk people would have a 
spiritual hunger that will open their hearts to the 
King of kings. 

•	 Pray for an unstoppable movement to Christ.

 14  Changgar in India

The Changgar live in Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
India. They have a sense of group identity based 
on Islam, the common Urdu language and Persian 
cultural tradition. Most men work in agriculture and 
animal husbandry. The Changgar who live in poverty 
would benefit by learning new job skills and access 
to modern medicine.

He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. —Psalm 23:3

•	 Pray that this people group would accept and follow 
the Lord’s direction and thank Him for giving them 
strength. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to send out workers to the 
Changgar people to help them with their spiritual 
and physical needs. 

•	 Pray for a spiritual hunger and a willingness to listen 
to the good news of Jesus Christ. 

•	 Pray for a disciple making movement that will bless 
the Changgar people this decade.

 15  Aiton in India

The ancestors of the Aiton originated in northern 
Myanmar, where they lived for centuries along 
with Tai-speaking groups. In the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, the Aiton entered Assam as 
political refugees. Elders are responsible for handing 
down the oral traditions, folk tales and songs 
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about their origin and migration. Their songs tell of 
oppression in their original homeland, which led to 
their long and difficult journey across the mountains 
into India. They are Theravada Buddhists. They need 
a hunger for truth and righteousness.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. —Psalm 23:4

•	 Fear is a liar! Pray that this people group would be 
fear-free when they decide to follow the Lord. 

•	 Please pray this small people group would be given a 
desire for forgiveness of sin. 

 16  Yemeni Arab in the US

The first Yemenis to settle in the United States did 
so between the 1870s and the 1890s. Some gained 
citizenship by fighting in WWI and WWII. One is 
most likely to find Yemeni Arabs in Detroit, Buffalo 
or California’s Central Valley. Most Yemeni men work 
long hours to support their families.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
—Psalm 23:6

•	 Pray for leaders of today’s people group to put all 
their hope in the Lord just like King David did when 
he wrote this Psalm. 

•	 Pray for a just peace in Yemen that will allow the 
Yemeni diaspora to return home. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to use the instability in Yemen to 
help Muslim Yemenis to understand they need a savior. 

•	 Pray for small, extended family home fellowships to 
multiply in the United States.

 17  Southern Bai in China

Some Bai people deny that they are Han Chinese. 
They aren’t fully Chinese either. The Bai are followers 
of Mahayana Buddhism. Most Bai have yet to receive 
an intelligible Gospel witness in their language. 

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and 
those who dwell therein, —Psalm 24:1

•	 Pray that many from today’s people group would 
recognize that they belong to the Lord, and they can 
rejoice in that fact! 

•	 Pray the Bai would see they do not have to live in 
slavery to spirits if they put their trust in Jesus Christ.

•	 Pray for the Lord to intervene in their families, calling 
people to Him and blessing them abundantly. 

•	 Pray for their hearts to be drawn to the Lord of lords. 

•	 Pray for a church planting movement to thrive in 
their communities.

 18  Bania unspecified in Nepal

Business, jewelry-making and agriculture are the 
traditional occupations of the Bania. Floor painting and 
folk songs represent their art and culture. The Bania 
are devoted to certain Hindu deities. They give utmost 
importance to religious rituals. Their high status and 
thriving businesses might prevent them from having 
the humility to call on the Lord. Christ’s ambassadors 
can use art as a bridge to share the Gospel.

To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; 
let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 
—Psalm 25:1–2

•	 Pray for many from today’s people group to give 
their entire lives to God.

•	 Pray for open hearts and a thirst for the abundant, 
eternal life that comes from a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

•	 Pray for dreams and visions for Bania elders, leading 
them to open their community to seek the only savior.

 19  Hu in China

The Hu are a distinct people group. They live simple 
lives, tending to rice paddies built into mountain 
slopes. Although the Hu claim to be Buddhists, their 
daily lives are more influenced by animistic beliefs. 
They fear demons and believe that all sickness and 
bad luck come upon them because of upsetting the 
balance between the natural and spiritual worlds. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; for you I wait all the day long. —Psalm 25:5

•	 Pray that this very year many from this people 
group would seek the Lord for the right path to true 
righteousness and guidance. 

•	 Pray for the Holy Spirit to move the hearts of 
believers to seek and reach them so that the risen 
Christ will be manifested. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to raise up a dedicated movement 
to Christ.
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 20  Khas in Bhutan

The Khas live in Bhutan, Nepal and northeastern 
India. They are hard workers who try to make a living 
by tending crops and livestock in a hard climate. 
The Khas are Hindus, but they blend their religion 
with Buddhist elements. Though there are no 
believers among the Khas in Bhutan, the Gospel has 
reached a good number of those who live in India. 

Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners 
in the way. He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches 
the humble his way. —Psalm 25:8-9

•	 Pray for many from today’s people group to have the 
humility to learn from the Lord and follow His ways. 

•	 Pray that the Khas who know Christ would be 
properly instructed in the truth of the word, would 
grow in spiritual maturity and in number and would 
have a burden to spread the name of Christ. 

•	 Pray that the Holy Spirit would fill them with power 
and enable them to effectively communicate the word.

 21  Kheng in Bhutan

The Kheng are found primarily in Bhutan and 
speak Khengkha. The areas inhabited by the Kheng 
are off-limits to foreign travelers. The Kheng are 
Tibetan Buddhists, but the shamanistic Bon religion 
greatly influences their belief. It is very difficult for 
them to understand or embrace the ways of Christ. 
The few believers among the Kheng may be able to 
communicate the Gospel message.

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
—Psalm 25:10

•	 Thank the Lord that He leads with love and faithfulness!

•	 Pray for believers to have the burden, courage, love, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit to make any inroads 
into this Tibetan Buddhist community. 

•	 Pray for spiritual discernment and a hunger for truth.

 22  Kalmyk-Oirat in Russia

The Kalmyks are Mongolian in origin. They live in the 
semi-desert region between the Volga River and the 
Caucasus Mountains in European Russia. Buddhism 
remains a strong point of identity for Kalmyks. Their 
beliefs are full of occultism and shamanism. They 
identify Christianity with Russia and therefore they 
are averse to Russian religion. The initial interest 
in Christianity was quenched by the influx of 
many denominations, which led to confusion and 
disillusionment with Christianity.

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it is great. 
—Psalm 25:11

•	 Pray for many from today’s people group to 
understand that they are sinful and need God as their 
savior. 

•	 Pray for them to see beyond the weaknesses of His 
followers and look to the Risen Christ. 

•	 Ask the Lord to raise up loving health workers as his 
ambassadors.

 23  Chechen in Germany

The first Chechens began to arrive in Germany in 
the 1990s, when Chechnya was being destroyed by 
the Russian Army. Chechens can be devout Muslims, 
often for nationalistic purposes. They often associate 
Islam with their fight against outsiders, especially 
the “Christian” Russians.

My foot stands on level ground; in the great assembly I will 
bless the LORD. —Psalm 26:12

•	 Pray that many from today’s people group would allow 
their spiritual lives to be transformed by the Lord, and 
that they would begin to publicly praise Him. 

•	 Pray for believers to be Christ’s hands and feet by 
helping Chechens in Germany to improve their lives 
and to see Christ as He really is. 

•	 Pray for Chechens in Germany to find the dignity of 
becoming part of Lord Jesus’ loving family.

 24  Tuvans-Todzhan in Russia

The Todzhan Tuvans are a subgroup of the larger, 
Tuva-speaking group in Russia. They are herders and 
breeders of reindeer. Divorce is common among the 
Tuvans. Tuvan culture is noted for its rich, oral epic 
poetry and Tuvans love music. Today, the Todzhan 
Tuvans are mostly Buddhists, but the influence of 
shamanism is still strong.

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that 
I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his 
temple. —Psalm 27:4

•	 Pray the Tuvan peoples would be able to provide 
adequately for their families. 

•	 Pray for workers to go to the Todzhan Tuvans, 
blessing their families and strengthening their 
marriages for the cause of Christ. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to show Himself powerful and 
loving by blessing this group in the coming years.
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 25  Chinese Buriat in China

The Buriat in China inhabit grasslands in China’s 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. This remote 
area is located where China, Russia and Mongolia 
meet. Most Buriat live in mud and wood houses, 
although some are still nomads. Shamanism has deep 
roots in Buriat culture. A few of the Buriat in China 
have embraced Christ, resulting from Chinese house 
church efforts. New believers took responsibility for 
evangelizing westward into Inner Mongolia, boldly 
preaching the Gospel and seeing thousands of 
people come to Christ. 

You have said, Seek my face. My heart says to you, Your face, 
LORD, do I seek. —Psalm 27:8

•	 Pray that many from today’s people group would 
crave fellowship with the One True God. 

•	 Pray for Buriat disciples to make more disciples. 

•	 Pray for adequate Scriptures and discipleship 
resources in their language.

.  26  Judeo-Crimean Tatar in Ukraine

Most of the Judeo-Crimean Tatar Jews are Orthodox, 
which means that they take the Old Testament 
scriptures very seriously. It can also give them reason 
to try to stay away from people of other faiths. 
If believers can break through this wall, they can 
discuss the meaning of the OT prophets who pointed 
the way to Jesus. 

I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the 
land of the living! Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your 
heart take courage; wait for the LORD! —Psalm 27:13-14

•	 Pray for many leaders from today’s people group to 
put their confidence in the goodness of God and wait 
faithfully for His deliverance. 

•	 Pray for loving workers to go to the Jewish Crimean 
Tatar people and for hearts to be ready to receive 
their Messiah. 

•	 Pray for a chain reaction of families reaching families 
that results in thousands of new believers who share 
their faith with others. 

 27  Darai in India

If you belong to the Darai people, you had better 
get along with your brothers-in-law and sisters-in-
law. The reason is that you will marry your spouse’s 
younger sibling if he or she dies! They live in rural 
areas of Himachal Pradesh and Punjab. Today, many 
are fishermen, rope makers or common laborers. 
A few are in professional careers. With no followers 
of Christ in their community, the Darai people have 
a great disadvantage in seeing Christ working in 
families. 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart 
trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and with my song I 
give thanks to him. —Psalm 28:7

•	 May this be the attitude of many from today’s people 
group. 

•	 Pray for the Lord to thrust out laborers to the Darai 
people. 

•	 Pray for dreams and visions that will open hearts to 
Jesus Christ.

 28  Darjee in India

The traditional occupation of the Darjee is tailoring, 
and some are musicians. They regard the Kuldevta 
as their household deity and also worship Vandevta. 
They live primarily in the Himalayan countries of 
Bhutan and Nepal, but some are in India. 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits 
enthroned as king forever. —Psalm 29:10

•	 Pray that many would understand that God is the 
undisputed King of kings, and beside Him there is no 
other. 

•	 Pray for the few followers of Christ among this low 
caste community, that they would follow Christ with 
zeal and holiness. 

•	 Pray they would be rooted and established in love. 

•	 Pray for the Darjee community to increasingly be 
drawn to Jesus Christ and His teachings. 

•	 Pray for loving, Holy Spirit-driven workers to go to 
the Darjee people.
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